
 Does it matter whether or not we 
may pinpoint the time or occasion when 
sins are forgiven and a sinner is 
transferred from the kingdom of 
darkness to that of light? Some say not. 
They say that God can do this at any 
time He chooses. And that it may vary 
from person to person! So much for 
God not showing favoritism, I guess.  
 But that is so nebulous. Much too 
vague for such a weighty concern as 
salvation! If we are to know that we 
have eternal life (1 Jn. 5:13), we need a 
definitive point at which we can know 
we are forgiven. By His grace God has 
provided that stake in the ground to 
which we may point with confidence as 
the occasion when He delivered us from 
sin’s guilt and consequences.  
 We know there is such a point 
because the Bible speaks only of the 
saved and the lost. No one is partly 
saved. At some point or on some 
occasion, therefore, the lost was saved; 
the sinner became a saint. There is a 
specified and identifiable moment when 
God promises to forgive sin and to give 
the gift of His Holy Spirit. It is when 
our faith in the blood of His Son is 
expressed by repentance and baptism 
into Him. (See Rom. 3:21-26; 6:1-11; 
Acts 2:36-39; 22:6-16; Gal. 3:26-27; 
Titus 3:5; 1 Pet. 3:18-22 and Eph. 2:1-10 
with Col. 2:9-15) 
 Every Christian may point to his 
baptism as the occasion when God kept 
His promise to wash away all sin and to 
give to him the gift of His Holy Spirit. 
Baptism is God’s grace most graphically 
and clearly expressed, as the sinner, 
participating in the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus, receives the gifts 

God promised there to give. It is the 
sinner’s expression of faith in the 
promise of God. His confidence is in 
God’s faithfulness to keep His promise.  
 Baptism is the sinner putting his 
trust in God by dying to sin and self in 
the likeness of Jesus’ death and burial. It 
is also expressing faith in the promise of 
resurrection to life everlasting based 
upon the bodily resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead, which baptism also 
portrays. 
 In baptism the sinner expresses trust 
in what Jesus did; that in His death, 
burial and resurrection He paid the 
penalty for sin. He also trusts that He 
will keep His promise to forgive all sin 
and to provide the Holy Spirit to live 
within him and to walk with him, a new 
creation in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). He 
trusts that the Holy Spirit given at 
baptism is his guarantee that all of Jesus’ 
inheritance will be awarded to him on 
the final day. 
 So much relating to salvation occurs 
at one’s baptism, not the least of which 
are the forgiveness of sin and the giving 
of the Holy Spirit—both essential for 
heavenly dwelling. This is the point of 
salvation which we are happy and eager 
to proclaim and make available by the 
grace and authority of Jesus. 
 It is essential, therefore, that we not 
only understand the point of salvation, 
but that we make it known to all who 
are yet outside of Christ.  
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He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.  Titus 3:5 


