
 We stand at the crossroads of 
“Futility” and “Fulfillment” and must 
choose which path to follow. The 
Preacher in Ecclesiastes has traveled 
both roads and submitted a record of 
his findings that should spare us the 
agony and disappointment many 
experience in life. He is wise who 
heeds his counsel. 
 His assessment is expressed with 
the oft-repeated phrase, “Vanity of 
vanities. All is vanity.” That sounds so 
negative until we 
understand that he 
is reporting on life 
lived “under the 
sun.” That is to say 
from a purely 
earthly standpoint 
and outside the context of God. 
In this world everything is fleeting and 
temporary. Fulfillment is an illusive 
dream. 
 The conclusion, after all the 
experiments have been completed, is 
that true fulfillment is to be found by 
those who fear God and obey Him. 
The focus of our current sermon series 
is how we may avoid futility and enjoy 
fulfillment in our journey down life’s 
road. 
WOW! 
 People living “under the sun” look 
for one new and exciting something 
after another, groping and hoping that 
they will find the key that unlocks the 
door releasing them from the prison 
cell of “Futility.” But they discover the 
truth that there is nothing new under 
the sun (1:9). Only the pursuit of God 
gives purpose and meaning to life. 
WORK 
 Many people — especially men — 
immerse themselves in their work only 

to see their  accomplishments 
unappreciated, and even undone by 
succeeding generations. Work that is 
done as unto the Lord and with 
heavenly goals in mind is fulfilling, 
meaningful and satisfying. 
WORDS 
 A foolish man is known by his 
many words, but a wise man listens to 
the words of God. Heeding the words 
of God leads one along the pathway to 
fulfillment. 

WINE 
 The key to fulfillment is 
not to be found in worldly 
parties, pleasure and 
possessions. The wise 
person, however, knows 
the value of his possessions 

and of life in the context of eternity 
and is sober in his stewardship. 
WEALTH 
 Jesus makes the contrast vivid by 
relating the foolishness of laying up 
treasure in this life and the wisdom of 
investing in and for eternity (Matt. 
6:19-21). 
WORTH 
 He is foolish who lives to make a 
name for himself in this life. Fame is 
fleeting. What we do and who we are 
will someday be forgotten — sooner 
than we would like to think. But what 
is done in obedience to God will hold 
its value throughout eternity. 
WISDOM 
 Worldly wisdom disappoints, but 
wisdom from God is reliable and leads 
to freedom and fulfillment. Consider 
the wisdom of God through this series 
of Bible messages. 
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