
Preacher’s Pen  by Gene McCoy 
  In my sermon, “Good Stewardship in a Bad 
Economy” (6/26) I made the comment that it 
would be fun to spend someone else’s money 
and easy to give a tithe of someone else’s income. 
That assertion was tested by God at the hands of 
a generous fellow servant, who, later that week, 
gave me $1,000 to use to the “highest and best” 
ends at my sole discretion. The only stipulation 
was that I would report how I used the money 
and how I came to the determination that it was 
the “highest and best” purpose. 
 One of the first lessons I 
learned from this experience is 
that such responsibility is neither 
fun nor easy. The Holy Spirit has 
been teaching me and convicting 
me about the awesome 
responsibility of stewardship. 
 Consider pertinent random 
thoughts relating to stewardship’s 
responsibility. 

•Holding the $1,000 gift in my 
hands graphically dispelled the 
fallacy in discussions about 
whether we are to base our tithe 
upon our gross income or our net income. Such 
discussion reveals the failure to understand that 
none of our money belongs to us. A mature and 
faithful steward would not ask this question.  

•My friend’s proposal impressed upon me the 
fact that stewardship is serious business. It is no 
mere theory but a tangible and practical 
concern. My benefactor is a real person and his 
gift is real money! I am under a real obligation 
with real responsibility and anticipating real 
accountability. The day of account is not some 
far-off nebulous day in the theoretical future but 
an imminent reality. 

•As I expend his money in full view of my 
responsibility to give an accounting, I must 
consider my benefactor’s values and priorities. 
If I am selfish or foolish with it, I will not only 
be embarrassed when I report to him, but I 
should expect that he will not entrust more 
money to me. (See Matt. 25:14-30; Lk. 16:1-3; 
12:35-48) 

•Stewardship can’t be compartmentalized or 
relegated to only certain parts of my life or 
certain occasions as if my responsibility does 
not extend to every aspect of my life and every 
moment of my time. I am a steward of 
everything at all times in every way. 

•Just because something is IN my possession 
does not mean it IS my possession. Just because 
I possess money does not give me the right to 
spend it.  

•Everything in my possession will someday be in 
the possession of someone else (or destroyed). 
The fact is we are owners of nothing but 
stewards of everything. Contrary to the cliché, 

we will take everything we own with us when 
we die. That amounts to absolutely nothing. 

•Since we own nothing and will give an account 
for everything we possess, I cannot be satisfied 
in allocating to God a mere 10%, as if that 
relieves me of responsibility for the balance. 

•I must consult and consider God when making 
any purchase. How would this affect the 
amount I spend on luxuries, clothing and 

recreation? Would I be 
more discerning and 
discriminating between 
“wants” and “needs?”   

•Even though we may 
shelter some of our 
income from taxation, 
there is no such thing as 
“tithe sheltered annuities.”  

•When dispensing God’s 
money I must consider 
appeals not only in terms 
of what tugs at my 
heartstrings, but what tugs 
at God’s heartstrings. I 
must consider what the 

beneficiary will do with God’s money. If I give 
God’s money to someone whose teaching is 
contrary to God’s, my stewardship may be taken 
from me.  
 All of these considerations 
entered into my  allocation of 
the $1,000. But more 
important than the allocation 
of our financial blessings is the process of 
determining responsible stewardship. Until one 
concentrates on the process he will never grow in his 
stewardship. Maturity will never come if all one 
thinks about is giving God a set percentage. 
 Consider the testimony from a couple in GA 
as you examine your stewardship. They write, 
“Christians struggle with the concept of 
stewardship, but . . . once you realize you don’t 
own your money, you start seeing it the way God 
does. And God has blessed us so richly in return, 
and has looked very favorably on our business 
this past year.” 
 Accepting the $1,000 from my earthly 
benefactor created a tinge of fear. I wasn’t afraid 
of my benefactor, but rather concerned that my 
use of his money would meet with his approval.  
 In my sermon of July 10, “Stewardship’s 
Responsibility,” I reveal how I allocated the 
$1,000 and why. Space does not allow an 
explanation here. But I am happy to report that 
my benefactor was thrilled by my use of his 
money. It is a compelling story you may want to 
share with the leaders of your congregation. 
 My prayer is that our Heavenly Benefactor 
will receive glory both now and forever as a 
result of my stewardship of all the resources He 
has entrusted to my management.  

A CD of this sermon, hailed by 
some as the most powerful 
presentation of the Bible 

teaching on stewardship, will be 
mailed upon your request that is 
accompanied by a contribution 
of $8.00 made payable to ccmh. 

Stewardship 
is serious 
business! 


