
 Solomon was arguably the most eloquent of 

the kings of Israel. His writings in Proverbs have 

many ‘jewels’ reflecting his wisdom that are as 

relevant to us today as they were in his day. 

 Proverbs 6:16 says, “There are six things the 

Lord hates. There are seven things he cannot 

stand: a proud look, a lying tongue, hands that 

kill innocent people, a mind that thinks up evil 

plans, feet that are quick to do evil, a witness 

who lies and someone who starts arguments 

among families.” (NCV)  

 These are by no means the only sins. They 

merely sum up the most evil things condemned 

by God, originating in the heart of man.  

 Jesus spoke concerning these things in His 

Sermon on the Mount, in which He elaborated on 

the Ten Commandments and taught the origin of 

sin is in the heart. James 1:15 says, “Then, after 

desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and 

sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.”  

 Paul discusses a proud look when he writes of 

Christ’s humility in Philippians 2:3-5. “Do nothing 

out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 

humility value others above yourselves, not 

looking to your own interests but each of you to 

the interests of the others.” We are to imitate 

Jesus’ qualities. Philippians 2:5-7 tells “..Who, 

being in very nature God, did not consider 

equality with God something to be used to his 

own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing 

by taking the very nature of a servant...”  

 Since God is a God of truth, He detests lying 

and deceit. “The devil was a murderer from the 

beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is 

no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his 

native language, for he is a liar and the father of 

lies.” John 8:44  

 Hands that kill innocent people refers to cold-

blooded murder. Jesus takes it further, telling us 

in Matthew 5:21-22 that hating someone is a sin 

equal to murder. “You have heard that it was 

said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not 

murder, and anyone who murders will be subject 

to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is 

angry with a brother or sister will be subject to 

judgment.”  

 A mind that thinks up evil plans refers to evil 

thoughts focused toward another individual. 

David’s scheme to cover up his sin with 

Bathsheba by arranging her husband Uriah’s 

death is a perfect example of this, as told in 2 

Samuel 11.  

 Feet that are quick to do evil describes those 

who display no resistance to sin. But since we 

received the gift of the Holy Spirit at baptism, we 

have His power to resist evil the devil hurls our 

way. The translation, The Voice, words it this way: 

“So submit yourselves to the one true God and 

fight against the devil and his schemes. If you 

do, he will run away in failure.” James 4:7  

 A witness who lies affects the one about 

which the lie is focused. The distinction between 

the lying tongue and false witness is someone’s 

character is being attacked by the false witness. 

“You shall not give false testimony against your 

neighbor.” Exodus 20:16  

 Someone who starts arguments in families 

addresses disagreements in families that cause 

strife. Many scriptures stress the importance of 

unity. “I in them and you in me— so that they 

may be brought to complete unity. Then the 

world will know that you sent me and have loved 

them even as you have loved me.” John 17:23 

And we are called to be peacemakers. “Blessed 

are the Peacemakers, for they shall be called 

sons of God.” Matthew 5:9  

 The laws by which the Jews were to live were 

fulfilled by Jesus in His life and death, resulting in 

the gift of grace when we sin. God hates all sin, 

but Jesus’ payment for sin covers all who enter 

and abide / remain in Him.  
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