
 Perhaps no one has brought so much 

attention to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ as Mel 

Gibson did in “The Passion of the Christ”.  

 “The point of the movie was simply this: to 

make Christians understand, in a visceral way, 

what they knew intellectually from reading the 

Bible: that Christ endured a horrible and brutal 

death in order to save us from our sins. It was 

completely successful in this, and was, perhaps, 

the most powerful movie I have ever seen.”-name 

withheld.  

 Jim Caviezel, who played Jesus in the “Passion 

of the Christ”, said “He was betrayed by his own 

people and abandoned by everyone. My duty was 

not only to show it all on the screen. My real duty 

is to live in accordance with the Gospel every day 

and to give witness to the truth.”  

 Jim often told people he did not feel worthy 

enough to portray Jesus. In another interview, he 

told one interviewer how he was affected, “There 

are things that I went through that I can't even 

talk about. I felt like a great presence came within 

me at times when we were filming. This prayer 

that came from me was, 'I don't want people to 

see me. I just want them to see Jesus. And 

through that conversions will happen.' That's 

what I wanted more than anything, that people 

would have a visceral effect to finally make a 

decision whether to follow Him or not.”  

 From an interview with Mel Gibson Paul 

Fischer wrote, “Out of the need to fill a spiritual 

void in his own life, producer Mel Gibson turned 

to the Bible and the Gospels, and ultimately a 

need to re-tell one of the greatest passion plays in 

the history of Mankind. Thus ‘The Passion of the 

Christ’ was born, and became an obsession for 

over a decade. Gibson’s ‘The Passion of the 

Christ’ was at least a partial solution to his own 

sense of unfulfillment.”  

 Understandably, it does not have the same 

meaning to atheists or apathetic human beings as 

it does to the Christian. And that is regrettable.  

 I wonder what the atheist thinks concerning 

the crucifixion, which we as Christians accept as it 

is written in the New Testament. Since the atheist 

does not believe in a Supreme Being, what kind of 

response would that evoke when seeing the 

tortured and blood-covered Jesus?  

 The Persians created crucifixion, but the 

Romans perfected it to cause as much pain and 

torture as possible.  

 Pilate knew Jesus was innocent, yet washed 

his hands of Jesus to allow Him to become 

Herod’s problem. Herod only wanted Jesus to 

perform a “trick” for him. These two were 

insulated from the horror of the torture Jesus 

endured.  

 One of the thieves on the cross recognized 

Jesus’ innocence and asked to be remembered as 

Jesus came into His kingdom. The other criminal 

taunted Jesus to save Himself if He were indeed 

God.  

 Luke 23:47 says “The centurion, seeing what 

had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this 

was a righteous man.”  

 After Jesus died, Luke 23:48 tells us, “But all 

those who knew Him, including the women who 

had followed Him from Galilee, stood at a 

distance, watching these things.” They really did 

not fully understand what they had just 

witnessed.  

 Joseph of Arimathea, who was also waiting for 

the kingdom of God, went to Pilate and asked for 

the body of Jesus. “Now there was a man named 

Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and 

upright man, who had not consented to their 

decision and action.” Luke 23:50  

 Luke 24:9-11 tells us, “When they came back 

from the tomb, they told all these things to the 

Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary 

Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, 

and the others with them who told this to the 

apostles. But they did not believe the women, 

because their words seemed to them like 

nonsense.” These men who had travelled with 

Jesus and witnessed His many miracles and 

listened to His teachings still did not grasp what 

he had been telling them.  

 During the 40 days after His crucifixion, Jesus 

taught the apostles many things about the 

kingdom of Heaven and promised them the gift of 

the Holy Spirit.  
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 Peter addressed the crowds of Jews on the 

day of Pentecost saying in Acts 2:23, “This Jesus, 

delivered up according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed 

by the hands of lawless men.”  

 Acts 2:37-38 tells us of the Jews’ response to 

the crucifixion. ‘Now when they heard this they 

were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the 

rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we 

do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent, and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you 

shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’  

 I wonder have much each of us has become so 

calloused to His crucifixion that we think little 

about it. As we take the bread and the juice each 

Sunday in communion we should remember His 

sacrifice. But, then do we read the bulletin, talk to 

our neighbor or look at Facebook.  

 Much has been written of the very “sinful” 

person who accepts the gift of salvation knowing 

he does not deserve God’s forgiveness. His heart-

wrenching repentance and zeal for the Lord after 

baptism and the gift of the Holy Spirit cannot be 

quenched.  

 His reaction to salvation is in stark contrast to 

those “raised in the church.” Those lives have had 

Christian examples and learned the love of God 

since childhood. It is more likely they have the 

more difficult time recognizing their sinfulness 

than that very “sinful” person.  

 Luke 12:48 tells us “From everyone who has 

been given much, much will be demanded; and 

from the one who has been entrusted with 

much, much more will be asked.” Each response 

to Jesus’ crucifixion should be the same: 

recognize the unworthiness to enter Heaven on 

our own merit. It is only through His sacrifice on 

the cross that eternal salvation is attainable for all 

who believe and are washed clean through 

baptism!  


