
I Refuse  by Vanessa Peglar 
 Music speaks to people. There are those that 
turn on the radio and hear nothing but catchy tunes. 
But for some, lyrics really hit home. A song that has 
caught my ear recently is one by Josh Wilson 
entitled “I refuse”.    
Read these lyrics.   
Sometimes I, I just want to close my eyes 
And act like everyone's alright 
When I know they're not 
This world needs God, but it's easier to 
stand and watch 
I could pray a prayer and just move on 
Like nothing's wrong 
But I Refuse 
I don't want to live like I don't care 
I don't want to say another empty prayer 
Oh, I refuse to sit around and wait for someone else 
To do what God has called me to do myself 
I could choose not to move 
But I refuse 

 What would the church look like if we refused 
not to move? Think about it. Would it look 
different? Many times, when it comes to evangelism 
and outreach, I find myself responding, “I’m not 
comfortable doing that.” I’m confident I’m  not 
alone in my response. Aren’t I really saying “I’m not 
willing to move?”  
 James 2:26 says, “As the body without the spirit 
is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.” I don’t want 
my faith to be dead! How ”choosing not to move” 
must make our Heavenly Father so sad. He keeps 
giving us time.  
 Second Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord is not slow in 
keeping His promise, as some understand slowness. 
Instead, He is patient with you, not wanting anyone 
to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”  
 Let’s make 2013 CCMH’s year of action. We 
should feel a sense of urgency to proclaim the good 
news.  
 I have been a hairstylist for about 16 years. Many 
of my “older” clients started with me way back in 
1997. They’ve become like family to me. I spend 
time with them weekly. Many in the congregation 
remember my prayer request recently concerning a 
client who was terminally ill with lung cancer. After 
she shared with me her serious diagnosis, I knew I 
must ask her about her faith. I’m certain my mouth 
fell open when she told me she and her husband 
believed in reincarnation. I had never met anyone 
who believed in reincarnation.  
 When I asked her how she came to believe this, 

she said they once met with an Indian psychic who 
told them things no one else knew about them. 
Satan is such a deceiver! They built their faith on the 
words of a mere man. I have to say the even greater 
tragedy, however, is that I had been acquainted with 
them for nearly fifteen years and I didn’t know 
about their faith. I was disgusted with myself. I 
mourned her death before she was even gone. She 
didn’t make it in for her next hair appointment. She 
passed away very quickly. Because I knew her time 
was short, I did have a chance to send them an 
email sharing my faith. I offered to come to their 
house and visit with them if they would like to know 
more. I received a very kind and grateful response 
from Jim, that basically said “thank you but no 
thanks.” And “aren’t you glad we live in a country 
where people can believe different things and still 
live as friends?” What it comes down to is, I didn’t 
move when I was given the chance.  
 We interact with people every day — sometimes 
on a regular basis — and we’re being still and silent. 
This story isn’t over yet, though. My client’s 
husband remains. He is in mourning, recovering 
from an emergency heart surgery, and without 
family in the area. The words of Jesus in Matthew 
25 come to mind like never before. “Truly I tell 
you,” Jesus said, “whatever you did not do for one 
of the least of these, you did not do for me.”  Jesus 
called us to move! Now don’t get me wrong. I don’t 
want to be so busy doing things that I can’t hear 
God speaking to me. Finding a balance is vital. 
However, I want to stop making excuses for my 
weaknesses and embrace things I am comfortable 
doing. Join me! What do you love or like to do? 
Whether it is cooking, sewing, singing or 
landscaping, it can be turned into a ministry. Could 
we move to benefit the Kingdom of God through 
things we love to do?  
 Here’s a fun example. I have a friend that is 
gifted in party planning. I know that seems like a 
strange gift. She has taken this gift and used it for 
God’s glory time after time. She is an outreach-
focused Christian always looking for opportunities 
to use her talent. She is planning a Father/Daughter 
ball for inmates in the prison at Calico Rock. 
Inmates who have demonstrated good behavior in 
the months preceding  the event will be allowed to 
participate. She is praying and searching for the right 
speaker who will share the gospel and challenge 



these men to honor God through strengthening 
their relationships with their daughters. This woman 
refuses not to move!   
 Children often think they can’t really do “big 
things.” Some kids near and dear to me are moving. 
My sons attend the Mountain Home Christian 
Academy. We chose this school most obviously for 
Biblical teaching while receiving a quality education. 
God’s desire is for evangelism and outreach to be a 
part of life, the result of realizing Jesus’ great love 
for us. These students are inspired by James 1:27, 
which says, “Religion that God our Father accepts 
as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans 
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world.” Each class at 
MHCA has adopted a widow or widower in our 
area. They minister to their adopted man or woman 

with cards of encouragement, gifts and invitations to 
special events at the school. They are building a 
personal relationship. I love this idea. Children are 
moving! Their next plan of action is to pray 
specifically by name as a class for foster children in 
Baxter County awaiting their forever family and 
watching how God answers those prayers.  
 Jesus said, “A new command I give you: Love 
one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34-
35). An accepted statistic is that 20% of those in a 
congregation are actively serving and 80% are 
“sitting around and waiting for someone else to 
serve.” Let the Holy Spirit get CCMH moving and 
let’s defy statistics. Refuse not to move and let’s be 
active Kingdom growers together. 


