
Ezekiel in Eureka  

Preacher as Prophet     by Gene McCoy 

 The preacher plays various roles, among which 
are counselor, teacher, and preacher. He also plays 
the role of a prophet, a spokesman for God. To 
function as a prophet, one must stand on his feet 
and have a forehead of flint (Ezekiel 2:1; 3:8, 9). In 
other words, it requires a holy conviction and a 
hearty constitution. 
 This function rarely wins popularity, but does 
earn notoriety. Ezekiel experienced prophetic 
frustration and futility that results when those being 
warned of doom and destruction refuse to listen. 
Regardless, the watchman’s duty is to sound the 
alarm (Ezek. 3:17 ff). 
 A modern-day Ezekiel resides in the quaint 
Northwest Arkansas town of Eureka Springs. 
Known as the home of The Great Passion Play and 
the 7-story Christ of the Ozarks statue, its new 
distinction is the first Arkansas city to recognize 
relationships between unmarried couples — 
including homosexuals. Our preacher in Eureka 
Springs, Phil Wilson, has led the charge to prevent 
this measure by twice initiating a petition that 
would allow the citizens to vote on the issue. 
Despite his success in securing more than enough 
signatures, the city officials, most of whom are 
homosexuals, have twice rejected the petition and 
proceeded to confer official certificates to gay and 
lesbian couples giving them privileges heretofore 
reserved for married heterosexuals. For $35, 

homosexual and unmarried heterosexuals are added 
to the Domestic Partnership Registry. 
 Ezekiel’s prophetic preaching was talked about 
(33:30), but was not heeded. Phil Wilson’s name 
has appeared in every article our newspaper has 
published about this story, gaining for him 
unsolicited notoriety. The message has been 
heralded but not yet heeded. 
 If there is any part of the preacher’s job that he 
wishes to avoid, it is the role of a prophet — 
especially when that involves telling people what 
they need to hear contrary to what they want to 
hear. Prayer support is needed most when the 
preacher must be a prophet. We encourage you to 
pray for Phil and Sherry Wilson, as well as the First 
Christian Church congregation in Eureka Springs.  
 Pray, too, for more prophetic preaching. A 
prophet in the pulpit is what every congregation 
needs. These are men who boldly proclaim God’s 
message without regard for popularity or profit; 
men who will stand on their feet and say, “Thus 
says the Lord God” (Ezek. 2:4).  
 Needed, as well, are Christians who do not 
merely tolerate, but rather welcome prophetic 
preaching. The tendency too often is to kill the 
messenger (read: fire the preacher) when he dares 
to be bold and direct. I am grateful for  
congregations like ours that support and encourage 
prophetic preaching.  


