
 While flipping through 
the channels to find the 
Cardinal baseball game, I 
happened across a dramatic 
reenactment of a hostage 
situation. The S.W.A.T. team 
burst into the area, setting off 
a firestorm that resembled a 
war zone. 

 The hostages sat with 
their heads tucked between 
their knees and covered by 
their hands and arms. This 
was as much a natural 
defense reflex, I suspect, as it 
was to protect their eyes 
from seeing the carnage. But 
there I sat, my eyes wide 

open and glued to the 
television screen.  
 Bill Pyle’s article caused 
me to analyze this 
phenomenon. Although the 
scene I watched was not 
sexual in content, it illustrates 
truth I wish to suggest for 
your consideration.  
 I’m sure one reason the 
hostages buried their heads 
was to protect their eyes 
from flying debris. This is 
not a hazard faced by the 
television or movie viewer. 
But Jesus says there is a 
greater danger to our eyes 
and minds than physical 
harm. 
 Consider the possibility, 
too, that our minds convince 
us that what happens in 
movies is not real, so the 
danger is not real, either. But 
we know that it is real. In 
fact, it is the reality of such 
things that makes them 
appealing to our carnal 
nature.  
 Here is an interesting 
observation. The same thing 
that would cause us to hide 
our eyes if we were actually 
involved in the situation is 
something we will pay 
inflated prices to view in a 
theater with our eyes wide-
opened. And we’ll sit there 
casually consuming a tub of 
buttered popcorn all the 
while!  
 But let’s take it one step 
further. Christians who view 
immorality are admitting 
darkness into themselves. 
Could this be an explanation 
why the occurrence of 
divorce and sexual 
immorality among Christians 
is about the same as that in 
the general population? 
 James (1:14, 15) is right. 
“Each one is tempted when 
he is carried away and enticed 
by his own lust. Then when 
lust has conceived, it gives 
birth to sin; and when sin is 

accomplished, it brings forth 
death.” 
 Could it be true that 
viewing immorality on film 
allows darkness to infiltrate 
your mind to the extent that 
you could actually commit 
immoral acts with your eyes 
wide open? Do you believe 
the Word of God that 
immorality results in eternal 
condemnation? Is this 
something Christians should 
consume as entertainment? 
Or should we hide our eyes? 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 A letter to the editor in the July issue of 
Christianity Today contained the following strange 
statement on the subject of Christians’ movie-
watching habits: “If Christians actually believed that 
sexual immorality would keep them out of heaven 
and instead send them to hell, it would have a 
purifying effect on many” (from Paul Fretz, Marion, 
PA). 
 Why wouldn’t they believe that? Scripture says so 
in unmistakable terms. “Do not be deceived: neither 
the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor 
male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders . . . will 
inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor. 6:9, 10). “The 
acts of the sinful nature [ed.: lit., “flesh”] are obvious: 
sexual immorality . . . Those who live like this will not 
inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:19, 21). 
 If we believe those passages, can we, today’s 
Christian movie viewers, refuse to answer the 
question Tertullian, the second/third century church 
father, asked:  
 
 
 
 
 
 If we Christians cannot make strong personal 
decisions about what goes into our minds, even if it is 
called entertainment, how will we be any different 
from the world that lives in darkness? Jesus warned 
us, “Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your 
eyes are good, your whole body is full of light. But 
when they are bad, your body also is full of darkness. 
See to it, then, that the light within you is not 
darkness” (Luke 11:34, 35). 

“How can it be right to look 
at things that are wrong to 
do?”      — Tertullian 

Well Shut My Eyes! 

By Gene McCoy 

Across my desk came this piece 
from Bill Pile’s Culture Watch 
section of “Heartbeat,” the 
newsletter from Christ’s Church 
in the City at Highland Park 
(L.A., CA). 


