
WHAT DO YOU EXPECT? 
Matthew 27:62-28:15 

Introduction 
 Wayne Gretzky is recognized as the greatest hockey player of all time. “The Great One,” as he 

is known, set records in nearly every category of the sport. A key to his success on the ice is found 

in this statement he made: “I skate to where the puck is going to be, not where it is.” 

 You can summarize that philosophy with one word – “expectation.” Our expectations are based 

upon history and experience. And that expectation influences our actions, our attitude, our outlook, 

and our response in various circumstances. Horace, the literary giant in the generation before 

Christ, said, “Life is largely a matter of expectation.”   

 Our text provides an interesting contrast with regard to behavior influenced by expectation. 

[Read text] 

I. EXPECTATION 
 “After three days.” Those words of Jesus echoed in the ears of the chief priests and Pharisees. 

They had heard His predictions regarding the third day. But so had His disciples. Consider the 

thought, however, that the enemies of Christ put more stock in those words than did Jesus’ own 

disciples. I’m not suggesting that Jesus’ enemies actually believed He would come back to life. To 

the contrary, their anxieties were based upon the suspicion that Jesus’ disciples would steal His 

body, thereby creating the appearance that He had been raised from death. 

 But the disciples were holed up in locked quarters, fearing for their lives. They had no intention 

of going to the tomb, much more stealing the body. They were shell-shocked. Discouraged. 

Disillusioned. Downcast. Dumfounded. Depressed. The women came to the tomb to anoint the 

body according to their customs, not to witness His resurrection. 

 The contrast is interesting. Jesus’ enemies were expecting something noteworthy to happen, 

and the disciples were not living in expectation. The actions of each group correspond to their 

expectations. The enemies placed guards at the tomb to prevent theft. The disciples cowered in 

fear and perplexity. 

 It is interesting to observe that many times non-Christians demonstrate more faith in His power 

than do those who claim to believe He has been raised from death. 

 Harold Fowler provides a psychological explanation for this phenomenon. “The disciples wanted 

to believe Jesus would never need a resurrection, the enemies wanted to believe He could never 

accomplish it once they got Him dead. The disciples were stunned by their grief and blinded by 

their distorted vision of an immortal political Christ, but His enemies dreaded Jesus’ influence even 

while dead.” (Matthew, College Press, p. 896) 

 What are we expecting as we come to the tomb? Are we expecting death or life? Defeat or 

victory?  



II. REALIZATION 
 I don’t know for sure all that the Roman guards saw or heard early that morning. They shook for 

fear because of the earthquake and the appearance of the angel in dazzling apparel. Whatever 

they saw and heard, they realized that something supernatural had occurred and that the tomb 

was unoccupied.  

 The disciples had to be shaken to reality, not by an earthquake, but by the very presence of the 

Lord Himself. The women left the angel at the tomb with mixed emotions of fear and joy, only to be 

accosted along the way by the Master, who greeted them and gave them instructions. The 

apostles were skeptical upon receiving the eye-witness account of the women, but came to realize 

the truth when they saw the empty tomb and were confronted by the risen Christ.  

 In both cases, realization of Jesus’ resurrection prompted His enemies and friends alike to take 

action.  

III. ACTIVATION 
 The guards reported all they knew to the chief priests and Pharisees. To save face among the 

people for having crucified the Lord of Glory, the religious leaders cooked up a fabulous tale that is 

so ridiculous as to not even warrant a response. And they paid the guards to keep the truth under 

wraps. 

 The disciples came out from hiding and began to boldly proclaim the victory Jesus won through 

His resurrection. Though persecuted and imprisoned, maligned and martyred, the disciples lived 

the rest of their lives in eager expectation of the victory guaranteed to the faithful by the 

resurrection. 

Conclusion 
 So as you leave the empty tomb, what do you expect? The resurrection of Jesus, the greatest 

miracle since Creation, provides Christians every reason to live in expectation of victory and joy in 

the midst of life’s greatest challenges. 

 When Peter and John were called before the courts and asked by what power and in what name 

they had acted, they replied that it was by the name of Jesus Christ, whom God raised from the 

dead (Acts 4:10). On another occasion, Peter and the apostles were miraculously released from 

jail by an angel of the Lord, who instructed them to proclaim to the people in the temple the whole 

message of this Life. When dragged before the council and ordered to stop teaching, the apostles 

answered, “We must obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom 

you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross. He is the one whom God exalted to His right 

hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And we are 

witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him” 

(Acts 5:29-32). 



 When you face persecution or even execution because of your testimony for the Lord . . . 

 The next time you feel trapped, buried, and your way of escape is blocked by a rock too big for 

you to move . . . 

 Whenever life’s circumstances make you feel like you are on a dead-end street, and the future 

looks bleak . . . 

 When Satan gains the upper hand and it looks like you are defeated . . . 

 Remember that the final enemy of death has been conquered by the One who dwells within you. 

Jesus, Who broke the chains of sin and death, has made you more than a conqueror. The grave 

could not hold Him Who empowers you. We need not fear the threats of men. We need not cower 

in fear and timidity when faced with the forces of evil, for Jesus has made us overcomers by His 

resurrection. 

 This expectation of victory over every enemy should become our testimony of faith in the power 

of Jesus’ resurrection. 

 Following the winning philosophy of Wayne Gretzky, don’t look where Jesus was, but where 

Jesus is! He is alive forevermore. And He has promised the same victory to all who demonstrate 

faith in His blood. 

 

 


