
 The following item in our 
local newspaper caught my 
attention. 

 Although the last 
sentence begs the question  
of why this affected the 
sizing of women’s clothing, I 
will leave that to someone 
more foolish than I to 
explain! My observation 
transcends gender and 
generation to address more 
important concerns. The 
story illustrates a problem 
humanity has had since the 
Fall. When confronted with 
sin, we would rather change 
the standard than comply 
with the one God has 
established. 
 Years ago, Philadelphia 
(PA) Mayor, Frank Rizzo, 
boasted that the rate of crime 
in his city had decreased 
during his term. What he did 
not reveal is the fact that 
laws were changed during 
that time that decriminalized 
various practices. In other 
words, the standard was 
changed to accommodate 
behavior and the will or way 
to enforce the law. Who 
knows whether the fine 

citizens of Philadelphia had 
actually become more civil? 
 I trust you to make 
application of this lesson to 
your personal sin by 
examining your motive. Do 
you sincerely inspect your 
life in light of the divine 
standard? Or do you wiggle 
and finagle to justify your sin 
by making exceptions to 
God’s rule? 

 Read the last sentence in 
the newspaper article. The 
phrase that characterizes 
fallen man is “no set 
guidelines.” Like the first 
Adam, fallen man rejects 
responsibility. He says, “I 
know what God said, but . . 
.” Whoa, there! Everything 
after the “but” is absolutely 
and categorically wrong! 
What he is trying to do is to 
find what he considers to be 
“a perfect fit.” He is 
changing the standard to 
accommodate himself; to 
make him feel comfortable. 
He is dragging his “fat 
clothes” out of the closet 
instead of his jogging shorts 
and shoes. Instead of 
following the divine diet and 
exercising divine discipline to 
fit into the armor God 
provides for waging war, he 

is tailoring the divine 
revelation to conceal his 
cellulite and preserve his 
image as a stylish pew 
potato.   
 This raises another 
application of this lesson to 
which we must give 
attention. The prevailing 
standard among people 
looking for a church home 
revolves around personal 
preference.  
 This relates not only to 
matters of convenience (e.g., 
proximity, programs, 
parking, etc.), but also to 
conviction (e.g., doctrine, 
dogma, etc.). The central 
concern to most in my 
experience is finding a 
church that fits their 
standards. They are looking 
for a church that provides 
the most services for their 
kids and self-help support 
groups to fill their every 
perceived social and spiritual 
void.   

 They want to find a 
church that fits their concept 
of what God should accept 
as true rather than one that 
teaches they should conform 
to what the Bible says. Of 
course, with such an 
approach and standard, no 
truly perfect fit will ever be 
found, except a church that 
has no standard whatsoever. 
But can that be accurately 
called the church? 

Finding a Perfect Fit  by Gene McCoy 

 In an effort to standardize 
women’s clothing sizes, The 
National Bureau of Home 
Economics conducted a survey of 
15,000 women in 1940. Fifty-nine 
measurements from each volunteer 
were used to create standard sizes. 
However, through the years, both 
American men and women have 
gained weight. Clothing 
manufacturers began selling larger 
clothes labeled with smaller sizes to 
produce better sales. As a result, 
the Department of Commerce 
officially withdrew the commercial 
standards in 1983, leaving today’s 
clothing industry with no set 
guidelines for women’s sizes. 

(Note to self: Church Growth 
experts and experience have taught 
me that a classic, straightforward 
study of the Biblical text doesn’t fit 
the bill. Make sure it is a fluffy, 
feel-good approach if you want to 
attract large numbers.) 


