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Christopher Reeve won the attention of many American young ladies when he played the role of 

Superman in four movies released between 1978 and 1987.  He was a young, handsome, leading man 
in many other movies until he was paralyzed in a horse riding accident in 1995.   Ironically the last 
character he played before his riding accident was a paralyzed individual in the film Above Suspicion 
(1995), which was released just six days before his accident.  Reeve’s paralysis was such that he was 
more susceptible to life-threatening illness.  After nine years in that condition he did pass away in 2004. 
 

At age 21 Michael J. Fox won the role of lovable conservative Alex P. Keaton on NBC's enormously 
popular Family Ties. During Fox's seven years on Ties (’82-’89), he earned three Emmy Awards and a 
Golden Globe, making him one of the country's most prominent young actors. In ’91 Fox was diagnosed 
with young-onset Parkinson's disease but he did not share the news with the public for 7 years. Upon 
disclosing his condition in 1998, he committed himself to the campaign for increased Parkinson's 
research which he continues to this day.  
 

After having served two terms as governor of California, Ronald Wilson Reagan served two terms as 
this nation’s president from 1981-1989.  With a background in acting that served him well as a public 
figure, he was nicknamed “The Great Communicator.”  His final communication to the nation was a letter 
dated November 4,1994 which told of his being diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease.  An excerpt from 
that letter reads, “Unfortunately, as Alzheimer's disease progresses, the family often bears a heavy 
burden. I only wish there was some way I could spare Nancy from this painful experience. When the time 
comes, I am confident that with your help she will face it with faith and courage.”  Nearly ten years later, 
on June 5, 2004, President Reagan left this life. 
 

Wouldn’t it be marvelous is Christopher Reeve’s paralysis could have been reversed, if Ronald 
Reagan’s mental faculties could have been preserved, and if Michael J. Fox’s involuntary movements of 
Parkinson’s disease could be stopped?  And likewise for the millions of other Americans as well as 
people of all nations who have died or are suffering with some debilitating disease?  We are all 
saddened to see famous folks as well as private citizens all around us who are struck down by disease.  
As we consider their plight we are forced to face the fact that someday we could join them.   
 

Last week President Bush exercised his veto power for the first time in his 5.5 year tenure on a bill 
passed by both houses of congress which would expand federal funding for embryonic stem cell 
research. He said, "This bill would support the taking of innocent human life in the hope of finding 
medical benefits for others.  It crosses a moral boundary that our decent society needs to respect." 
 

Bush kept a promise he made in 2001 to limit federally funded embryonic research to the stem cell 
lines that had been created by that time. On Aug. 9, 2001, he signed an executive order restricting 
government funding to research using only the embryonic stem cell "lines" then in existence, groups of 
stem cells kept alive and propagating in lab dishes.  He compared the research to abortion because the 
process of extracting the crucial stem cells destroys the days-old embryo. 
 

As technologies become more sophisticated, Christians must work even harder to stay informed in 
order to know what we should believe about them, whether or not we should take advantage of them, 
and even how we should vote when they become campaign issues.  As you have heard about this 
subject reported on and discussed in the news in recent years, perhaps it has not even occurred to you 
to consult God’s Word in order to reach your personal conclusion on the subject.  I submit to you that 
there is no issue before us today, neither in days past nor will there be in days to come, that the timeless 
Word of God does not address.  You might be thinking, “The Bible nowhere even mentions embryonic 
stem cell research.”  Of course not.  That would be an anachronism.  Just because the Bible does not 
address embryonic stem cell research by name does not mean that it does not address the subject and 
answer the question regarding its ethics and morality. 



 
It may be that you have been apathetic toward this subject because it does not affect you directly.  

Neither you nor your loved ones suffer from some debilitating condition or fatal disease for which a cure 
could potentially be found through embryonic stem cell research, so you really couldn’t care less.  
Perhaps you have concluded that this subject is so sophisticated that it is beyond your comprehension.  
So when you come across discussions of the subject on the radio or TV you change the station.  Or 
when you see articles in the paper or a magazine you turn the page.  When election time comes around 
the candidates’ views on embryonic stem cell research do not help to influence your vote.  I want to 
impress upon you this morning that, if you are an American, and especially if you are a Christian 
American, it is imperative that you formulate and hold a well-informed and Bible-based conclusion on this 
subject so that you will know how to vote, so that you will be prepared to represent God skillfully in any 
conversation in which the subject arises, and finally so that you will know what to do should this 
technology eventually lead to a cure for your disease through the harvesting of stem cells. 
 

Far beyond the science and the politics of the matter, this is first and foremost a moral issue.  I will tell 
you before we go any further that, even though I would love to see cures for these diseases, I believe 
embryonic stem cell research funded and performed by anyone is morally and absolutely wrong.  In other 
words, I believe God is opposed to it.   

I am certain that most of us have seen video excerpts of wheelchair bound Christopher Reeve and 
trembling Michael J. Fox testifying before a congressional committee about their conviction that 
embryonic stem cell research holds the key to the cures for their maladies and many more.  No doubt 
most of you are aware that our former first lady Nancy Reagan as well as President Reagan’s paralyzed 
former press secretary, James Brady, and his wife, Sarah, have joined their chorus.  President Reagan’s 
son, Ron, just 36 days after his father’s death, was a primetime speaker at the Democratic National 
Convention.  In that speech he strongly advocated government funding of embryonic stem cell research.   

You have heard the spokespeople from Hollywood and the politicians in Washington and loving 
spouses and bereaved widows. As convincing and logical as their pleas may sound, let us reserve 
judgment on this issue, or any issue for that matter, until we consider what God has to say on the matter.  
God’s Word trumps all other voices.   
 

I did not like science classes in school, so I took only what was required.  I normally do not have to do 
scientific research in my sermon preparation, but for this I did.  I am going to do my best to discuss this 
subject in a way that you can understand and hopefully benefit thereby.  We will first consider the 
science of the subject, the morality of the subject, and then some Bible lessons that apply. 
 
1. The Science of Embryonic Stem Cell Research 
 

Of the three terms “embryonic”, “stem cell”, and “research”, 
the last term, “research”, is the only one I understood for sure.  I thought I knew what “embryonic”, or at 
least its root “embryo” meant, but I had no idea when it came to the middle term, “stem cell”.  I know that 
the human body has a brain stem, so I just assumed that a “stem cell” is a cell from the brain stem.  My 
assumption was nowhere near the truth. 
 

So first, we need to define these terms. 
 
 A. Embryonic   -   Embryo 
 

An embryo is simply a fertilized egg.  Most eggs are fertilized naturally in a woman’s fallopian tube 
after heterosexual intercourse.  Over a period of several days the embryo travels to, and implants itself 
in, the womb or uterus where it grows and develops until it is ready to be born.  For all of history until 
about 35 years ago this was the only means of fertilizing an egg, creating an embryo, causing human 
conception.  Then scientists learned how they could remove an egg from a woman’s ovary and combine 
it with a male sperm cell in a petrie dish where the sperm cell would fertilize the egg, thus causing 
conception and creating an embryo.  Then the embryo may be artificially placed in the woman’s womb 



where it may or may not implant.  If it does not implant it dies and is eliminated.  If it does implant it is 
then called a fetus and it gestates for about nine months until birth.  Or embryos can be frozen in liquid 
nitrogen for transfer in a subsequent natural cycle.  Whether the embryos are transferred to the uterine 
cavity quickly or frozen for later use, this process is called “in vitro fertilization.”  When it results in the 
birth of a baby it is commonly called “a test tube baby.”  An embryo, then, is a fertilized egg that has not 
been implanted in a woman’s uterine cavity or womb.  Unless an embryo is frozen in liquid nitrogen, it 
can live only 5-7 days. 
 
 B. Stem Cells     
 

All of the cells in our body fall into two categories  -- differentiated and non-differentiated  OR  
specialized and unspecialized.  Stem cells have three characteristics that distinguish them from other 
types of cells:   
1. They are non-differentiated (unspecialized) cells 
Stem cells have unique characteristics that make them different from regular specialized cells, which 
have a set design and function based upon their type. For instance, liver cells behave one way, and 
heart cells another; no two types are interchangeable, and each specialized cell can only produce more 
of its own type. By contrast, stem cells are like blank slates. Our daughter Sarah defined stem cells as 
cells that haven’t decided what they want to do when they grow up.  They have no set design, can 
become any type of specialized cell, and do not carry the biological markers of a particular individual. 
Since stem cells are not attacked by the body’s immune system, they can adapt perfectly to any 
individual. 
 
2. They can divide and multiply in their undifferentiated state for a long period.  While specialized 
cells can only divide a limited number of times, stem cells can divide indefinitely until they are induced to 
specialize. Thus stem cells can be grown in vitro (in a test tube), providing an unlimited supply of healthy 
human cells from a single “cell line.”(1) 
 
3. Under certain physiological or experimental conditions, stem cells can be induced to become 
specialized differentiated cells such as nerve cells, muscle cells or insulin producing cells, etc.  
 

I am going to read to you from a web-site before I tell you whose web-site it is.  Most of what I am 
about to read is accurate, but not all of it.  See if you can detect possible inaccuracies as well as the 
personal bias of the writer. 
 

“There are three sources of stem cells: embryos, fetal tissue, and adult tissue.  
 
Embryonic stem cells are derived from newly formed embryos. These embryos are obtained from in 

vitro fertilization clinics, where they would otherwise be destroyed after a patient successfully becomes 
pregnant. Thus, no embryos are destroyed simply for the sake of research. Embryonic stem cells have 
gone through little to no differentiation and can produce all or most of the types of cells that compose a 
complete human body. As such, embryonic stem cells are seen as having the most potential for 
medical use. 
 
Fetal stem cells are obtained from fetuses that are several weeks old. These cells are sometimes 
made available from aborted pregnancies and can also be found in the human umbilical cord and 
placenta. Fetal stem cells have begun to differentiate but can still become many different types of 
cells.  
 
Adult stem cells, also known as somatic stem cells, are found in any fully formed human body. 
Although they are difficult to isolate, adult stem cells are easier for scientists to use. Such cells are 
already employed in some successful therapies, but they hold far less long-term potential than 
younger stem cells. Adult stem cells have largely differentiated and can form only a few different types 
of cells. For instance, stem cells in bone marrow can form various types of blood cells and are 
commonly harvested for medical procedures.  The treatment that was employed in the effort to save 
Lt. Gov. Win Rockefeller’s life is an example of this. 



 
Because stem cells can become any type of specialized cell, can adapt to any person, and can 
multiply indefinitely, they open up new possibilities for medical cures and treatments.  
 
 “Stem cells can be injected into damaged tissue or organs to create new healthy cells. Such therapies 
are being tested to treat illnesses like heart and liver disease and have even been shown to restore 
vision by forming optical cells. Similarly, stem cells can form insulin-secreting cells that can be used to 
control blood glucose levels, which could be helpful in treating diabetes. Stem cells could also be used 
to arrest and reverse the progression of degenerative brain diseases like Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s 
by producing a regenerative supply of brain cells. Scientists believe that Parkinson’s disease could be 
among the first illnesses to be treated with stem cells. 
 
Disabled people will also benefit from cell and tissue regeneration. Women with severe incontinence 
have been successfully treated with injections of stem cells. This procedure takes only 15 to 20 
minutes and is effective within 24 hours.  Paraplegics can theoretically be cured by using stem cells to 
generate new nerve cells, healing formerly untreatable spinal cord injuries. 
 
Stem cells could potentially be grown into functional human tissue and could theoretically create whole 
working organs. In this way, stem cells could provide skin grafts for burn victims, cartilage for joint 
repairs, and perhaps even hearts, livers, and kidneys for human organ transplants. 
 
In gene therapy, stem cells are modified to carry a desired gene and then are allowed to multiply in a 
patient, spreading the gene. In this way, single-gene-based disorders like sickle cell anemia can be 
treated. Gene therapy can also be done in utero (during pregnancy) and may be able to prevent 
fetuses from developing disorders before birth.” 

 
That sounds so promising, doesn’t it?  What humane human being with a heart could possibly have a 

problem with all of these potential benefits?   
 

Anyone have a guess about the web-site from which I was reading?    PETA    That’s right, People for 
the Ethical Treatment of Animals.  They are jazzed about the possibilities of embryonic stem cell 
research because they may render animal research that involves the taking of animal life no longer 
necessary.  
 
Research 
 

The last term, “research”, is the most common of the three terms.  It is not really necessary to know or 
understand the research that scientists want to perform on these embryonic stem cells.  But we do need 
to understand this:  The performance of any research on an embryonic stem cell always involves the 
death of the embryo.   
 

That leads us to  … 
 
2. THE MORALITY OF EMBRYONIC STEM CELL RESEARCH 
 

The question about the morality of embryonic stem cell research leads us right back to the central 
question in the abortion debate, which is, “When does life begin?”  Does life begin at conception, at 
viability outside the womb, or at birth?  Let’s go to God’s Word to determine the answer.   
 

Jer 1:55 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,  
       before you were born I set you apart;  
       I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." 
 
Psalm 139:13-16: 
    13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
    14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that 
full well. 



    15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place.  When I was woven 
together in the depths of the earth, 
    16 your eyes saw my unformed body.   All the days ordained for me were written in your book 
before one of them came to be. 
 
Luke 1:39-45     Mary Visits Elizabeth 
    39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40where she 
entered Zechariah's home and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby 
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42In a loud voice she exclaimed: 
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43But why am I so favored, 
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my 
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.45Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has 
said to her will be accomplished!" 

 
The Bible makes it abundantly clear that life begins at conception, when that sperm fertilizes that egg 

to form an embryo regardless of the location of that embryo  --  whether it be in a woman’s fallopian tube 
or in a petrie dish.   
  

Most of us are able to reproduce and we dearly love the fruit of our loins.  So our hearts really ache 
for those good, married couples that we know would make wonderful parents, but for some reason they 
are not successful in getting pregnant.  So off to the fertility clinic they go to see if these specialists can 
help them to realize that dream.  If fertility drug therapy and other treatments are not successful, they 
then turn to in vitro fertilization.  In this process several sperm are taken from the man and several eggs 
from the woman and they are paired up in a petrie dish where each sperm cell fertilizes its egg cell, thus 
forming embryos.  Human conception has taken place in a dish.  These multiple embryos are then 
artificially placed in the woman’s uterine cavity in hopes that one will implant.  “Despite the transfer of 
multiple embryos, the average term pregnancy fate is about 20 to 25% per attempt.”  (The Merck 
Manual, p. 1995)  The embryos that do not implant will die and be eliminated.   
 

I have been asked to pray for childless couples who were trying in vitro fertilization to get pregnant.  
Sure, I will pray for them.  I will pray that God will help them to understand that what they are doing 
necessarily involves multiple cases of abortion.     
 

There are several facts outside the Bible that we need to consider.  First, there is no solid, observable, 
reproducible evidence that embryonic stem cell research will ever lead to any of the cures its advocates 
promise.  They have theories and speculation and, I suppose, good intentions.  But at the moment they 
have no solid, observable, reproducible evidence.  This is not to say that it won’t work.  The question is, 
“Even if it does work, should we do it?”  We will pursue that in a moment.  Second, embryonic stem cell 
research is perfectly legal in this country.  Any individual, any private company, any university, or any 
state government is perfectly free to pursue embryonic stem cell research.  One of the many great things 
about our free market economy is that if there is some way to make a buck, someone will do it.  Don’t 
you know that, if embryonic stem cell research were really as promising as its advocates say that it is, for 
profit companies would be racing to see which one could discover those cures and make them available 
first to the millions of people who would pay any amount of money to achieve good health and preserve 
life?  Have you ever heard of cryogenics? If people will pay thousands of dollars to have their bodies and 
the bodies of their beloved pets frozen at death with the hope that technology will evolve that will 
someday bring their bodies back to life, how much more will they pay to restore the health that they had 
and preserve their life.  And the third fact is this:  there are plenty of embryos available from which to 
harvest stem cells.  The legislation that President Bush vetoed simply provided for the federal funding of 
embryonic stem cell research.   
 
BIBLE LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE EMBRYONIC STEM CELL RESEARCH DEBATE 
 
A. We Must Guard Against Being Overly Concerned With The Quality and Preservation of Life 
 



We must remember that death and the diseases that cause it are a part of God’s curse on sinful man.  
And after Adam & Eve sinned God expelled them from the garden and placed a guard at the entrance 
lest they reenter and eat of the tree of life and live forever in their sins.  (Gen. 3) 
This is not to say that we should not take care of ourselves, pursue healthy living, and seek healing for 
our diseases.   

Paul told Timothy, “No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach 
and your frequent ailments” (1 Ti 5:23)  
1 Co 6:19-20  “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God?  You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your 
body.”  (English Standard Version) 
Paul’s thorn in the flesh (2 Co 12:7-10).  Sure, Paul wanted the thorn removed, but God knew 
better.  So Paul gave up his preoccupation with the thorn, and, in fact, learned how to use it to 
glorify God. 

B. Desperation Leads to Foolishness 
 1. Bible examples 
  a. Ge 25:29-34 Esau was so desperate for food that he sold his birthright for one bowl of stew. 
  b. Ge 16:1-6  Sarah was so desperate for a child, especially a male child, that she told Abra- 
   ham to try to father a child through her handmaid, Hagar. 

Most embryonic stem cells are harvested from fertility clinics where desperate couples go to try to 
realize their dream of childbirth without considering that the price of their dream fulfillment is multiple 
abortions. 
C. Just Because We Can Doesn’t Mean We Should 
 1. As we develop new technologies and make new discoveries we get enamored with ourselves.  We 
celebrate what we can do now that a generation or two back didn’t even dream of doing.  We get so 
excited about what new things we can do that we fail to ask ourselves, “Should we be doing this in the 
first place?” 
 2. Ge 11:1-9 The people were really proud of what they could do.  In so many words, God said, “Not 
so fast.” 
D. The Ends Do Not Justify the Means 
No matter how good the ends are, if the means are immoral, we must do without the ends. 

Illus. – Couple several years ago whose daughter was dying with bone marrow disease.  No donor 
was found, so they produced another child (a daughter) for the express purpose of harvesting that 
child’s bone marrow to transplant into the older sister.   

My purpose in reminding you of that is not to discuss whether or not that was acceptable. My purpose 
in citing that example is to have you take the same scenario, only this time the older daughter needs a 
heart transplant and the parents bring another child into this world in order to harvest her heart for the 
older daughter. Taking the younger daughter’s heart would, or course, kill her. This hypothetical scenario 
is an accurate parallel to embryonic stem cell research, for whenever a stem cell is removed from an 
embryo, the embryo dies. 
 
Conclusion 

Bush's first veto, 5 1/2 years into his presidency, came in the Oval Office without any ceremony — 
though he then announced it surrounded by families with cheerful toddlers born from embryos  --  called 
“snowflake children.” He added his signature to the bottom of a two-page message that was promptly 
hand-delivered to the House, where the legislation began. 

"If we are to find the right ways to advance ethical medical research, we must also be willing when 
necessary to reject the wrong ways," his message said. "For that reason, I must veto this bill." 
  

Proverbs 6:16-19 
    16 There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: 
    17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, 
    18 a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, 
    19 a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers. 
Proverbs 24:11-12 
    11 Rescue those being led away to death; hold back those staggering toward slaughter. 



    12 If you say, "But we knew nothing about this, "does not he who weighs the heart perceive it?  
       Does not he who guards your life know it? Will he not repay each person according to what he has  
  done? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


