
 A recent discussion in our elders’ 
meeting addressed the challenges facing 
our youth ministry. The focus of 
concern was on the apparent lack of 
support by parents.  The following 
article was in my e-mail inbox when I 
arrived home that night. I concluded 
that the unknown author was either 
eavesdropping or that this problem is 
not isolated to our situation. Parents, 
please read and heed! 

BUSYNESS AND  
PRIORITIES 

from the Ocean View (Delaware)  
Church of Christ newsletter 

 There seems to be a great concern 
these days over the busyness of 
families. A recent magazine article 
stated that the average parent has fewer 
than five total hours of "free time" each 
week. Results of a recent study of fifth 
graders revealed that during any given 
season the typical ten year-old is 
involved in six extracurricular activities. 
The number jumps to nine for junior 
high youths. Young people in high 
school are involved in fewer activities, 
but they spend much more time doing 
each activity. Add the  
demands of homework and the average 
parent's fifty-hour work week, and you 
have all the necessary ingredients for a 
physically and mentally exhausted 
f a m i l y . 
 Experts say that neither kids nor 
their parents can possibly keep up with 
the pace at which we Americans are 
currently living. There will come a time 
when something will have to be cut 
from our high-octane schedules. Many  
families choose to eliminate that which 
will, superficially, bring about the least 
resistance. The soccer coach will 
unleash his lack of commitment speech 

on us. The school's band director can 
lay the ever-powerful grade reduction 
trump card on us. The boss can simply 
fire us. Sadly, many times the easiest 
thing to cut from our schedules is our 
involvement in the church. The 
ministers don't pay us, and Sunday 
School teachers and youth group 
leaders can't keep our kids out of 
Harvard. However, we forget so often 
that the Lord, whom our children and 
we serve, is the One Who redeems us. 
 
 We cannot find even one time in 
Scripture where sports, music, or 
grades take priority over our devotion 
to Jesus Christ and His church. Even 
work and spending quality time with 
o u r  f a m i l i e s  m u s t  n o t  t a k e  
precedence over the time our children 
or we spend worshiping God, studying 
His Word, and becoming dedicated 
d i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t . 
 
 In spite of all the external influences 
in the lives of children, it is parents 
who remain the ones who will have the 
most profound impact on shaping 
young lives. It is essential that we show 
our children by example that the Lord 
and His church are of the utmost 
importance in our families. By learning 
from us now, we can help make sure 
that Jesus remains their top priority 
when the choice becomes completely 
theirs. 
 
 The effect of parents upon their 
children’s spiritual well-being cannot be 
overstated. Do you want your kids to 
adopt your attitudes and actions toward 
God? Think about it! 

Preacher’s Pen  by Gene McCoy 

No Time for 
God 


