
 Paul says love does not keep a record of 
wrongs suffered. I have been keeping a 
record of a different kind over the years. It 
has been my practice to make a mental note 
of blessings received at the hands of people 
in our congregation. Although I have tried 
to acknowledge those who have ministered 
kindness and generosity to me, I know I 
have missed several opportunities. Frankly, 
some of the blessings and benefits have 
come to me anonymously. Many gestures 
of Christian grace extended to others I have 
also noted, giving thanks to God for the 
expressions of Christ’s likeness in this body. 
 The apostle Paul commends Stephanas 
and his household because they devoted 
themselves to service—the ministry of the 
saints (1 Corinthians 16:15). Paul says we 
are to acknowledge such individuals (v. 18). 
There are many from the household of 
Stephanas in our congregation whom we 
happily acknowledge. 
 A single parent facing overwhelming 
challenges of various kinds received 
significant assistance from several in our 
congregation. From one party came moral 
and material assistance, including the gift of 
a car. From a couple others in the 
congregation came financial assistance that 
averted foreclosure on the property. 
 A retired couple has chosen an austere 
lifestyle so that they may put aside into a 
special account a certain amount from each 
month’s pension. From this special account 
they generously respond to special needs 
that arise within the body. From it they also  
contribute with joy to urgent appeals from 
our missionaries. And they practice 
hospitality by treating newcomers in our 
church family to dinner in a restaurant, 
thereby establishing friendships. 
 Another retired couple regularly invites 
several people into their home for visitation 
and hospitality, achieving the same purpose.  
 Several—actually more than anyone 
knows—generously contribute to various 
ministry opportunities, and that without 

fanfare or desire for acknowledgement. 
Many who do not have the financial 
resources to expend money will minister 
encouragement in the form of greeting 
cards. Several newcomers have testified to 
the great positive effect of those—mostly 
ladies—who have devoted themselves to 
this ministry. 
 At least one widow not only utilizes the 
mail but also makes several telephone calls 
to connect and communicate with all.  
 A much younger couple among us is 
usually attuned to service opportunities and 
leads in many such efforts. They eagerly 
share their blessings from God with others, 
too.  
 These from the household of Stephanas 
have blessed me indirectly, as their service 
encourages me to pursue service. But I 
have benefitted directly, too, as many 
people have assisted me in various ways. 
 Some have loaned tools and many have 
used their tools to help me with projects. I 
have received assistance in maintaining our 
swimming pool, which we used to enjoy. 
More than one brother has contributed 
electrical expertise, while another has lent 
his plumbing skills to remedy problems at 
our house. Some slung hammers to help 
with construction projects and others have 
wielded wrenches to maintain my vehicles. 
A couple have helped us upgrade computer 
programs and parts (I think they’re called 
components?). Some of the ladies have 
similarly served my wife by sharing starts 
for plants or expertise and encouragement 
in her growing interest in quilting.  
 As members of earthly families share 
and acknowledge one another through 
expressions of gratitude and appreciation, 
so does the family of God. According to 
my records, I am a very blessed individual. 
 None of these kindnesses is reflected in 
the church’s financial reports and records. 
But all are noted by the Eternal Auditor of 
Books. Revelation 14:13 says their works 
will follow them into glory. 
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