
For some time now an e-mail has been 

passed around citing 2 Chron. 7:14, which is 

the last half of a sentence. The full sentence is, 

"If I shut up the heavens so that there is no 

rain, or if I command the locust to devour the 

land, or if I send the pestilence among the 

people; if my people, which are called by my 

name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and 

seek my face, and turn from their wicked 

ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will 

forgive their sin, and will heal their land." The 

exhortation is that if a vast number of people 

in America will pray this prayer regularly God 

will hear, forgive our sins and heal our land. I 

want to say up front, I certainly do believe in 

praying and we, no doubt, need to do more of 

it. However, the exhortation leaves some mis-

understanding, which needs to be corrected. 

This passage was spoken to King Solomon 

after his dedicatory prayer in the new temple 

in Jerusalem. The assumption in the exhorta-

tion is that America is the counterpart of the 

nation of Israel, which is not the case. Israel’s 

counterpart is the church and no temporal na-

tion on earth. The Israelites were God’s cho-

sen people in the Old Testament, but the 

church is God’s chosen people in this new 

covenant dispensation, which began in Jerusa-

lem on the day of Pentecost, in Acts 2, and 

will continue until the Lord’s return. In Gal. 

6:16, Paul says, And as many as walk by this 

rule, peace be upon them, and mercy, and 

upon the Israel of God." The rule he is talking 

about is what he said in verse 15, "For neither 

is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, 

but a new creature." In Gal. 3:;29, Paul also 

said, "And if ye are Christ’s, then are ye Abra-

ham’s seed, heirs according to the promise." 

God could not punish the church or recant 

from it like he could a physical nation. The 

Israelites lived in a land of their own, but 

Christians live among nations. So, to apply 

this to our country is a misapplication.  

God had punished Israel numerous times in 

the period of the Judges. Later, after Solo-

mon’s reign, he divided the northern kingdom 

Israel and eventually, after a little more than 

two centuries, he allowed Israel to be taken 

captive by Assyria and it never recovered as a 

nation in itself. Well over another century, he 

allowed Judah to be captured by Babylon. 

God could allow America to be captured and 

that may possibly occur, the way things are 

going. But, it would have nothing to do with 2 

Chronicles 7:14. 

However, there is a valid principle. God can 

discipline the church (Christians) and he can 

bless the church, but not in the ways listed in 

2 Chronicles. 

For illustration purposes, there is another 

familiar Old Testament passage that is often 

misapplied in the same way. It is Mal. 3:10 

and it is only a small part of a much longer 

passage – verses 7 through 12. In typical 

Malachi style, he accuses Israel of robbing 

God from generations past. They were rob-

bing him of their tithes and offerings. Verse 

10 says, "Bring ye the whole tithe into the 

store-house, that there may be food in my 

house, and prove me now here-with, saith Je-

hovah of hosts, if I will not open you the win-

dows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 

that there shall not be room enough to receive 

it." 

But, there are two more verses. "And I will 

rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he 

shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; 

neither shall your vine cast its fruit before the 

time in the field, saith Jehovah of hosts. And 

all nations shall call you happy; for ye shall be 

a delightsome land, saith Jehovah of hosts." 

How could all of this refer to the church? The 

word tithe(s) does not occur in the New Testa-

ment in any reference to the church or Chris-

tians! But v. 10 is often used to apply to 

Christians. There is a principle here for Chris-

tians, however, with respect to financial giv-

ing, specifically that we cannot out give God. 

He is able to see that we will be well supplied 

if we do what he has asked us to do. 

 The instruction for giving in the New Tes-

tament is entirely different from that in the 

Old Testament, because the two covenants are 

very different. The giving under the old cove-



nant covered both their political and religious 

requirements. They also offered many sacri-

fices and that was a cost to them. They also 

had various taxes and freewill offerings. 

In the new covenant our political and reli-

gious responsibilities are separated. There is 

no percentage given in the New Testament for 

our giving. We are to manage all the affairs of 

our lives in a conscientious, sacrificial and 

frugal way. If Jesus is the Lord of our lives we 

will have no problem with this and we will 

not consider it to be a burden, but complete 

joy. We will find happiness and satisfaction in 

giving our time, talents and treasures in our 

service to the Lord. Mary Lou and I know this 

from experience, because there was a short 

time, some 26 years ago, when we couldn’t 

give offerings and it was most unpleasant. 

We must be careful to rightly divide and 

rightly apply the scriptures. 


