
 Polls conducted by Gallup 
reveal that the number of 
people believing in heaven 
increased significantly 
during the first decade of 
this century. Most of these 
people fully expect to go to 
heaven. During the same 
period, however, the same polls 
reveal a corresponding decline in 
belief that the Bible is the inspired, 
reliable and authoritative Word of 
God. What does this suggest if not that 
people are being influenced in their thinking 
about heaven more from secular sources than 
the Bible? Ironically, but not surprising, the 
basis upon which many, if not most people 
form their views of heaven is a materialistic and 
egocentric worldview in which man’s desires, 
pleasures and rewards are central—a worldview 
that systematically attacks Christian principles 
and people. John MacArthur, whose book, The 
Glory of Heaven, provides much of the basis 
for this article, writes, “We live in a narcissistic 
culture, and it shows in . . . accounts of people 
who claim they’ve been to heaven. They sound 
as if they viewed paradise in a mirror, keeping 
themselves in the foreground.” 
 MacArthur cites statistics showing that more 
books relating near-death and afterlife 
experiences are published and sold than all 
Bible reference books combined. These 
statistics and poll results are most troubling 
when it is learned that they reflect not only 
secular culture but also the church. Allowing 
testimony about heaven from sources other 
than the Bible spells trouble. It affects our 
doctrine—what we believe about spiritual 
matters. And that has an adverse effect upon 
what we teach, which has eternal implications 
for ourselves and anyone who is influenced by 
our teaching. Worse yet, it affects our 
theology—what we believe about God. And 
that is something to which we must give utmost 
attention and careful treatment. 
 MacArthur presents an interesting line of 
reasoning that explains the popularity and 

prominence of alleged journeys to 
heaven and back, and some of their 

doc t r i n a l  and  t heo log i c a l 
implications. He reminds us that 

the Holy Spirit revealed through 
the writing of Paul to the 

Romans that the ungodly 
and unrighteous have 
willingly suppressed the 
truth (1:18). When a man 
rejects the God of the 

Bible, he must create his own 
god. And then he must create his 

own heaven. When we worship a 
god of our own making, we become the center 
of our own heaven. Paul says the man who 
suppresses the truth, exchanging the truth of 
God for a lie, will serve and worship the 
creature rather than the Creator (v. 25). 
 In the same way that the gods of our own 
making are far less glorious and holy than the 
God of the Bible, so is the heaven of our own 
making less splendid. Our generation is 
enamored to the point of near obsession by the 
near-death and out-of-body experiences of 
people who have supposedly died, gone to 
heaven, and returned to earth. This interest has 
resulted in some prominent people becoming 
involved in superstition, mysticism and the 
occult, most notably Elisabeth Kubler-Ross and 
Raymond Moody, each of whom has influenced 
many through writings and academic lectures. 
Those who become enamored by and obsessed 
with back-from-the-dead testimonies may not 
now be one step away from superstition, 
mysticism and occultism, but they are certainly 
one step closer.  
 By the Holy Spirit’s direction, Paul said that 
what God has revealed is adequate to equip us 
for every good work. Jude 3 says the faith—the 
body of teaching contained in the Bible—was 
once for all delivered or handed down to us. 
Should we think the Bible is insufficient; that 
we need eyewitness testimony of people now 
living to complete knowledge we need about 
heaven? 
 I believe heaven is real because the Bible 



provides testimony of those to whom God 
granted a vision of the celestial city. It is 
instructional that there is no biblical account of 
a person actually going into the realm of the 
dead and returning to earth to report the 
experience. The rich man in Luke 16 was told 
that the testimony of the Bible is all we need; 
that if people do not believe Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they believe one who 
returns from the dead. Yet some Christians 
clamor to buy the books and promote the 
movies telling the tales of extra-terrestrial travel 
as if they are more reliable and authoritative 
than the Bible. 
 Note the effect upon apostles and prophets 
who saw the glories of heaven and how it 
contrasts with the effect upon those who have 
reported their stories in recent years. Isaiah 
exclaimed, “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst 
of a people of unclean lips” (6:5). Ezekiel fell 
on his face (1:28). John fell at God’s feet as 
though dead (Rev. 1:17). The focus of all the 
biblical examples is the glory and majesty of 
God and the unworthiness of man.  John’s 
vision centered on the throne and the One 
seated upon it (Rev. 4:2). Paul testified that the 
Lord dwells in unapproachable light (1 Tim. 
6:16). In his vision Paul heard “inexpressible 
words” which a man is not permitted to speak, 
being unlawful (2 Cor. 12:4). 
 None of these actually went to heaven but 
was granted a vision of the city of God. Their 
reports are similar in various points. They 
covered their faces, fell on their faces and 
bowed in worship, for the focus was upon God. 
The only focus on themselves related to their 
unworthiness and uncleanness. It was all about 

God and none about man. They were struck 
with awe and wonder. 
 If we, like these in Scripture, really saw 
heaven and lived to tell about it, our testimony 
would focus on the resplendence of God. We 
would be so enraptured by God’s presence that 
all else would pale in significance.  Into 
insignificance, in fact. MacArthur writes, “You 
would be preoccupied . . . with the majesty and 
grace of the One whose glory fills the place.” 
 “It is seriously dangerous to listen to anyone 
who claims to know more about God, heaven, 
angels, or the afterlife than God himself has 
revealed to us in Scripture,” writes MacArthur.  
 Rather than giving credence to those who 
market their experiences by purchasing their 
books and promoting their movies, we should 
devote ourselves to reflecting the majesty and 
glory of God as redeemed individuals shining 
the light in dark places. 
 We must believe biblical testimony about 
heaven that  
• makes more of God than of man. 
• it is the eternal abode of reward for those 

whose faith has been expressed by 
repentance and immersion into Christ.  

• accepts what God says without the need for 
human verification or validation. 

• is based upon revelation (objective) as 
opposed to human experience (subjective). 

• emphasizes the sovereignty of God and the 
sinfulness of man. 

• glorifies God (His resplendence, holiness, 
majesty) and humbles man. 

 Apart from his Calvinistic doctrine, John MacArthur’s exposé of 
prominent heavenly travelogues is very good. See the three addenda in 
The Glory of Heaven, Crossway, Wheaton, IL or a very condensed 
version at http://www.gty.org/blog/B121018. 


