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 One of life’s most challenging 
considerations is putting your hand to the 
plow representing service to God. Jesus 
boldly states that no one, having put his 
hand to the plow and looking back is fit for 
or worthy of the kingdom. Jesus’ words in 
another place and context (Lk. 17:32) are 
pertinent: “Remember Lot’s wife.”  
 Verbal izing intense 
devotion to God is one 
thing, but living it is another. 
Jesus told the scribe that the 
birds of the air and foxes of 
the field enjoy greater 
earthly shelter and security 
than His disciples. He urges 
would-be disciples to first 
count the extreme cost (Lk. 14:25-33). It 
demands complete and exclusive loyalty and 
devotion. Nothing is to take priority over 
following Jesus. Yet our lives say, “but 
first.” Whoever responds to an emotional 
“altar call,” saying, “I will follow You, Jesus, 
wherever You go” and in the next  breath 
says, “But first.,” is not fit for the kingdom. 
  Jesus never asked us to make Him A 
priority in our lives. To the contrary, 
discipleship demands that He be THE 
priority. This is a decision of the will. 
 Neither Jesus nor the apostles appealed 
to the emotions in calling us to discipleship. 

Their sermons did not end with heart-
rending stories encouraging people to make 
an emotional decision, as is the custom in 
modern practice. Peter’s sermon on 
Pentecost, for example, seems to have been 
interrupted by the outburst of a convicted 
conscience pierced by the cognizant 
realization of guilt.  
 Putting your hand to the plow is a 
serious matter. It is preceded by the 

crucifixion of self that relinquishes 
control of every resource and 
claim of every possession. It is to 
say that there is no loyalty to 
family, nation or any other relation 

or interest that means anything in 
comparison to loyalty to Jesus Christ. 

Familial and marital love emanates from 
love for and loyalty to Jesus. Devotion to 
one’s country is in response to his love for 
God, Who has ordained government and 
taught us to be good citizens. 
 So put your hand to the plow. But do so 
advisedly, understanding its significance as 
expressed in the well-known chorus. 
I have decided to follow Jesus. 
Though none go with me, still I will follow. 
The world behind me, the cross before me. 
No turning back. No turning back. 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 

Do it. And never turn back! 

Luke 9:57-62 

Matthew 8:18-22  


