
Preacher’s Pen  by Eric Dwyer 

I do not like the song, “Free to Be Me,” 
by Francesca Battistelli. It plays on Christian 
radio frequently. That may sound harsh, so 
let me say I have heard Francesca in concert. 
She is very nice and has a great voice.  For 
reasons I would explain if asked I do not like 
the song. I will say, however, that I do like 
topic of freedom in the song. She says, “…
on your shoulders I can see I’m free to be 
me.”   
If you are a Christian, 

you have true freedom 
only Jesus can give. You 
and I are familiar with 
freedom because we live 
in the good ol’ U.S. of A. 
But slavery is a dark part 
of our past, too. Picture 
yourself as a slave. Make 
no mistake about it. At one point we set 
ourselves against God through our sin. We 
all became slaves to our sin and were 
chained to the punishment of death. Picture 
yourself trapped. You struggled against the 
thick and heavy chains in your own strength. 
It is no use. You cannot break the bonds.   
Just when it looked hopeless for us, 

Jesus came along and offered us a way out. 
He was sinless. But He allowed himself to be 
chained before the High Priest and Pilate, 
but also to our death punishment. He was 
able to break those chains through His 
power because He is God and He turns to 
all those in captivity and says, “I am the way 

to break your chains.” Jesus offers you 
freedom. You have freedom from your 
mistakes. You have freedom from your past. 
You have freedom from a meaningless and 
destructive future. In Jesus we are free to be 
who we were created to be. We are free to 
live life to the fullest! 
Do you feel this freedom? If you do, it 

should flow through every aspect of your 
life. The winds of politics can’t take away 

your freedom. Paul and Silas were 
able to sing with joy when they 
were chained up in prison. They 
knew who was really in charge. 
What about your family 
members? Do they feel 
freedom through your 
relationship to Jesus? Do 
you allow your spouse to 

be free as you both strive to honor God? 
Are your children free to form their own 
relationship with Jesus, or are you letting 
them use your faith as a crutch? What about 
in church? Are you allowing your fellow 
Christians to enjoy their freedom in Christ 
or are you trying to impose your personal 
opinions on them which are not found 
anywhere in the Bible? 
 Let us act in such a way to be 
known as free people at CCMH. It is the 
only reasonable thing to do if we claim 
freedom in Christ. Our families, our 
communities, and our congregation can only 
flourish from it. 


