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 What is the first thing that pops 
into your brain when you hear the 
word "deep?" I think of the side of the 
pool I never ventured into as a kid 
because I wasn't the best swimmer. I 
always stayed in the shallow end. It was 
safer there. My head was fully above 
water! But I was also with children who 
were three to five grades behind me! 
It's pretty embarrassing to be 
splashing around the shallow 
end with second graders 
when your friends look like 
Olympians springing from 
the diving boards. They 
would shout at me to look up 
at them on the high 
dive. "Man," I would think, 
"that takes GUTS." Guts I didn't 
have. Sometimes I would get brave 
enough to venture to the blue and 
white rope that divided shallow end 
and deep end, but I would never stay 
for long. I needed to have my feet on 
the bottom of the pool. I needed to 
feel safe!   
 The youth group recently took a 
trip to Ozark Christian College. The 
speakers and sessions ROCKED.  We 
even hit up laser tag and ate at Olive 
Garden! The event we attended was 
called, "Deeper Life."  This event is 
geared toward high school students 
who really want to get to know Jesus 
and the way He lived. These students 
are not comfortable with just going to 
church on Sundays and 
Wednesdays. Instead, they want to live 
like Jesus every day of the week; to 
follow wherever He leads. Those who 

want a Deeper Life with Jesus know 
they can't stay in the shallow end. Sure, 
your feet may touch the bottom and it's 
nice and safe. But you can't stay! You're 
choosing to stay with the less mature 
and miss out on the fun of the diving 
board! 
 As we grow and mature in Christ, 
we need to get out of the Christian 

kiddy pool, get some faith 
guts, and dive into a deep 
end relationship with 
Christ. In his letter to the 
church that met in the city 
of Ephesus, Paul wrote 
that he prayed for them to 
grasp how wide, long, 
high, and DEEP Christ's 

love is (Ephesians 3:18). Don't live 
your life tip toeing to the rope line and 
watch as others flip, twist, and turn into 
a deep relationship with Jesus. It may 
be scary. You're feet won't touch the 
ground! What if Jesus messes up my 
plans for my future? What if I have to 
change the way I spend my 
money? What if He asks me to tell 
others about Him? That is so 
scary! Steven Curtis Chapman wrote a 
song called “Dive.” The lyrics to the 
chorus are my closing prayer for all of 
us as we strive for a Deeper Life with 
Christ. 

"I'm diving in. I'm going deep.  
In over my head I wanna be.  
Caught in the rush; lost in the flow;  
In over my head I wanna go.  
The river's deep. The river's wide.  
The river's water is alive.  
So sink or swim I'm diving in." 

Dive In 
DEEP 


