
Cross Grace Chart

GOD IS HOLY AND EVERY WO/MAN IS A SINNER. 
Apart from the cross God cannot respond to man’s sin in a   
 redemptive manner. 
Salvation is God’s gift to give and the sinner’s to receive. We are  
 in no position to negotiate terms. 
Our salvation 
• Depends completely upon how God relates to us. 
• Results only if and when God is able to look favorably upon us, 

despite our sin. 
LAW AND LOVE 
If God were to respond to our sin according to His law, we would  
 be subjects of His wrath. Ps. 130:3 
The penalty we owe for our sin is eternal death. Rom. 6:23 
When God responds to our sin according to His love, grace is  
 extended. Eph. 2:1-9 
FAIR AND FORGIVENESS 
If we insist that God responds to our sin according to law, we will  
 receive what is fair - what we rightly deserve - which is His  
 wrath. 
If we appeal to God’s love rather than His law, we receive  
 forgiveness. Ps. 103:8-14 
JUST AND JUSTIFIER 
Our sin creates a God-sized problem - the conflict between His  
 holiness and His love. Because He is holy, He cannot  
 countenance sin. Our sin must be punished by death. But  
 because God is love, He wants to relate to us in love and  
 extend grace so that we may live. 
Grace is NOT 
• God’s love winning out over His holiness! 
• God relaxing the standard of His perfect law! 

Both of these thoughts cheapen grace and make the cross 
unnecessary. Without the cross there is no grace. 

At the cross God’s holiness and love meet to honor God’s perfect  
 law, resulting in sinners being set free! God’s wrath for our  
 sin was poured out upon Jesus as he paid our penalty of  
 death. At the same time, God’s gracious gifts were made  
 available to guilty sinners. 

At the cross, therefore, God was both just and justifier of those 
having faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:21-26). He could be fair by 
forgiving us. He was true to His law by requiring the death 
penalty or our sin, but declared sinners innocent and free from 
the penalty of their sin on the basis of their faith in Jesus’ atoning 
sacrifice. Grace, then, is God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. 
Our salvation depends upon how God relates to us - specifically 
how he responds to our sin. How He responds to our sin, 
however, depends completely upon how we relate to Him. If we 
relate to Him on the basis of our obedience - our performance - 
He will relate to us on the basis of His law. If, however, we relate 
to Him as bankrupt sinners completely devoid of any merit, much 
less consideration, except that Jesus paid the penalty for our sin, 
thereby declaring our debt fully paid, He will respond to us in 
grace.  
Jesus took up His cross so that we may have the opportunity to 
be rescued from sin’s guilt, shame and punishment. Upon our 
response of faith in His blood, we are to take up our own cross, 
dying to sin and self and assuming a life of selfless and 
sacrificial service. 
It is both reasonable and consistent that grace and baptism are 
closely connected. They are, in fact, inseparable. Paul says we 
are baptized into Jesus’ death (Rom. 6:3). Baptism is the 
reenactment of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  
Baptism into Christ for the forgiveness of sin is salvation by 
grace through faith. The sinner comes to the cleansing flood - 
the blood of Jesus - in baptism in abject poverty (spiritually), 
there to plead for all of God’s gifts of grace. At the cross our plea 
for mercy and grace is heard and granted. Our baptism, which is 
our participation in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, is 
the expression of faith for which the Lord is looking. Baptism is 
the sinner’s expression of faith in the working of God at Calvary - 
faith in the blood there poured out for the forgiveness of sin (Col. 
2:11-12; Matt. 26:28). 
When we are baptized into Jesus’ death (Rom. 6:4), we receive 
all of God’s grace gifts (e.g., forgiveness and the Holy Spirit), 
according to His promise (Acts 2:38). 
So, then, what are you waiting for? Get up and be baptized and 
have your sins washed away as you call upon the Lord (Acts 
22:16). 




