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In this issue . . .

Setting the Stage for Change
by Elder David Benedict
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The discussions spanned several
years. The past nine months led to
specific proposals. Finally your elders are
P. 3
pleased that we had the chance to share
♦ Life Chain
some “new ideas in the wind” with the
♦ Women’s
church, which we believe will enhance
events
the ministry of Christian Church of
♦ Trunk or Treat Mountain Home. Specific draft proposals
were presented and explained in a series
P. 4
of
three meetings on September 16, 18
♦ Forward in
and 20. We sincerely appreciate the
Faith Update
response of all those who came to hear
♦ Restoration
the information.
Destination
This informational process is not
over. We will continue to share the
Chief Shepherd information in specific ways until we
Jesus Christ
come to the point of decision in a
Pastors
special Congregational Meeting to be
David Benedict
held Sunday, October 14, at 12:45 p.m.
Forrest Cotter Don Truitt
in the Worship Center.
Rick Schmeski Bruce Wolf
We invite everyone in our fellowship
Ministry Managers
to take part in a carry-in luncheon after
David Benedict Don Truitt
Jason Schmeski Joey Peglar
Bible school on that day, and to
Gene Frazier
Ted Bankes
participate in the official business
Jim Darr LaDonna Mendleski
meeting that follows.
Here are the two proposals which will
Preacher
be
on the agenda for a decision at the
Gene McCoy
October
meeting:
Youth Ministers
♦
♦

Preacher’s Pen
Birth/Marriage

Eric Dwyer
Vanessa Peglar

Extended Ministries
Steve & Rhonda Hayward
Papua New Guinea

Brad & Linda Berg, Mexico
Saleem & Naylah Massey
Pakistan

Jay & Romola Henry, India
Ernest & Numreta
McFarland, India

• The current Constitution and By-

Laws (approved October 14, 2007)
shall be replaced by the proposed
Constitution and By-Laws,
effective October 15, 2012.
• On approval of the proposed
Constitution and By-Laws, the
process of selecting elders by an
annual election will be replaced by
the provisions of Policy L-1,
Elder Selection, in the Policy and
Procedure Manual, effective
October 15, 2012.

These proposals must pass by a twothirds majority vote of those present and
voting at the congregational meeting, and
the vote will be taken by a written secret
ballot method.
So that your vote can be cast in a wise
and carefully considered manner, we
encourage each one of you to become
familiar with the proposals before the
meeting by reading them, discussing
them and praying about your own
decision. You may receive copies of the
proposed Constitution and By-Laws and
Policy L-1 by calling the Church Office,
870-425-8323, to request them. Or you
may e-mail the Office, cu@ccmhar.com,
to ask to receive them by e-mail.
Attendees should also have received
in their mailbox at the church building a
one-page chart
which gives some
side-by-side
comparative ideas
of how some
specific important
actions are done
under the current
By-Laws and how
they would be
done under the
proposed By-Laws.
Copies may be obtained in the church
office, also.
We believe these proposals embody
important and positive changes which
will help us carry on our ministry as a
church. Please make the effort to find
out the details and take part in the
decision on October 14. We pray that
everything we do will be in accord with
God’s will, and honoring to His name.

Preacher’s Pen
For other articles and
information about our
congregation, go online

Sarcasm is a literary tool
used to emphasize a point by
highlighting inconsistency
and ill logic. It is apparent,
we trust, in the Preacher’s
Pen article. We trust you to
make appropriate
applications with respect to
the church.

Alyssa Faith
was born on
September 14
to Brett & Ashton
Schmeski.
Congratulations to
grandparents,
Rick & Jan, and
great-grandma, Adele.

Congratulations and
best wishes to

Mr. & Mrs. Darryl
(Amy) Lanning
who were married on
Saturday, September 22.

Dutch treat lunch
at the Cliff House
Contact Fraziers
870.736.3136
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by Gene McCoy

It may be inaccurate to say that I am a
sports fan. But I am interested in some
sports, particularly major league baseball
and college football. Going to the
stadium to be part of the action, so to
speak, has produced some good
memories. But I have recently decided to
never again attend a stadium event.
The experience just isn’t what it used
to be. For one thing, my favorite team
built a new stadium, despite the fact that
I had grown accustomed to the old
stadium, which also had sentimental
value due to the fact that it was where my
family went when I was a kid. With the
new stadium came many other changes
— changes I just can’t deal with.
But there are other
reasons I will never go
back. The music they play
over the public address
system is nothing like what
they played when I was a
kid. It simply isn’t my
style. And the volume level
is excessive!
In recent years I noticed they no
longer have the crowd sing, “Take Me
Out to the Ball Game.” This was one of
the highlights of my stadium experience
throughout childhood. I just cannot
concentrate on the game and enjoy it any
longer because they don’t cherish that
time-honored tradition.
And you ought to see the clothes
some people wear to the stadium. There
just isn’t the respect for the game like
there used to be. Even some of the
vendors wear clothes that are offensive. I
cannot enjoy my peanuts and Cracker
Jacks when they are hawked by such
slobs.
The dignity of the game and its
traditions have diminished by the fact
that the whole experience has become
such a production. Back in the day our
focus was on the field of play. Now we
are distracted by high definition
jumbotrons. As if that isn’t enough, they
launch fireworks when something super
significant happens. Doing so is an insult
to patriotic citizens, who know the
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connection of fireworks to our nation’s
celebration of independence. Our
independence was won by brave and
honorable military personnel. Using
fireworks to celebrate a spectacular event
on the field of play cheapens the
celebration of patriots on the field of
battle.
In addition to all that, today’s crowd
is not the same crowd I remember from
my childhood. Some of the fans seated
near me were downright disrespectful.
They didn’t greet me when I arrived. In
fact, most of them never said a word to
me the entire time I was there. The team
has changed dramatically, too, from a
new manager to a completely new roster
of players. It isn’t the
same organization I
joined as a fan years ago.
I never really felt
welcomed or at home in
the stadium. When I
entered, the gate attendant
took my ticket to scan it.
As he handed the stub back to
me, he mumbled the obligatory, “Enjoy
the game.” The game I went to see took
place two weeks ago and not one person
in the team organization has contacted
me to learn if my experience at the
stadium was positive, much less to thank
me for attending the game. Neither have
they extended an official or personal
invitation for me to return.
I was shocked that the coach never
spoke to me. In fact, he never even
acknowledged my presence in the
stadium.
Finally, another reason I will never go
back to the stadium is that I just couldn’t
get over the number of times we stood
up and sat down. And there were people
going in and out, milling about and
visiting with each other, hardly paying
attention to the game.
Hey, I just now realized that I haven’t
even mentioned the game. And that was
the very reason I went to the stadium. I
allowed myself to get so focused on other
things that I failed to focus on the main
thing.
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OCTOBER
MEETINGS

Tara comes home to tell about her visit to this mission in Cambodia that rescues
women from exploitation. A part of our congregation in her youth, Tara is now
the children’s minister at our sister congregation in Bella Vista, AR.
A new study begins at 1:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, October 2, in Room 117. All
ladies are encouraged to take part in this
study and service group.

Show-Me Youth Home Christmas Project
Cash donations will be received by Elaine Leu, Mary Douglas or Fern Frazier
throughout October to purchase gifts for our children.

Best Choice labels are redeemed for cash by the Willing Workers. They then
purchase items needed in the church kitchen. Please deposit your labels in the box
displayed in the church office.
•Harmony and peace among
the members

•Effective evangelism
•Spiritual growth and stability
of the congregation

•Sound doctrine in the pulpit
and classrooms

•Good testimony in the
Paul told Timothy
that elders who rule well are
worthy of double honor (1Tim.
5:17). What all this entails we
may not know. Suffice it to say
the elders, or pastors of the
flock, are to be given honor.
Many factors by which a
congregation’s health is
measured are affected by her
pastors, or elders. Qualified and
functioning elders provide for
•Power in the pulpit
•Unity of the body

community
•Our missionary outreach
•Faithful stewardship of
resources
The men now serving us as
elders, to whom we express our
heartfelt appreciation are
David Benedict
Forrest Cotter
Rick Schmeski
Don Truitt
Bruce Wolf
These are men whom we
may follow with confidence.

It’s that time of year again! If you love
candy, having fun, and serving the
community, then we have the event for
you! Trunk or Treat is coming up again on
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Link up with hundreds of
others in our community
for one hour to stand and
speak for the unborn
through this silent,
prayerful display of
support for the right of all
people to choose life.
Volunteer to be a link in
this chain of life. Meet at
Peglar Real Estate Group
at 1:55 p.m.
Ice cream and
beverages will be served
at Hickory Park from 3-5.

the evening of October 31st.
We’re
running from 6-8pm. If you want to
register your vehicle for our Best Trunk
contest, donate supplies (CANDY!), run a
game station, or donate your time in any
other way, please let Eric know ASAP! A
sign-up sheet will be placed in the back of
the auditorium to sign up before or after
church (DURING church, you should be
worshipping and paying attention!) Thank
you so much for your support!
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2 Willing Workers
2 Benevolence
Ministry Team
4 Finance Ministry
Team
8 Elders
18 Property Ministry
Team
19 Outreach Ministry
Team
Dear Church Family,
It is with a grateful
heart that I express my
appreciation to each of you
for your prayers, love, and
expressions of sympathy to
my family and to me.
Special thanks to all who
called, sent cards, e-mail
messages, brought food to
the house and to those
who went to the funeral
home. I am thankful to the
Benevolence Committee
and the ladies who served
us the delicious mean at
the church following Jim’s
service.
With Love,
Nelda

to Joseph May,
who was awarded blue
ribbons for two of his
jellies at the Baxter County
Fair!
to Jan Schmeski,
who won third place in her
age bracket in the recent
triathlon in Conway, AR.
500 yd. swim
3.2 (5 K) run
15 mi. bike ride
to Clint Hinds,
who won high honors for
his livestock at the Howell
County Fair in West Plains,
MO!
To Riley Peglar,
whose photograph won a
blue ribbon and Best of
Show at the Baxter County
Fair!
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Fri. & Sat., Nov. 9 & 10
Columbia, MO

PRESENTERS
Lee Mason, Exec. Dir., Christian
Restoration Association and Editor - the
Restoration Herald - from Mason, OH
Gareth L. Reese, Professor of New
Testament, Central Christian College of
the Bible in Moberly, MO
Ben Merold, well-known preacher and
revivalist from St. Charles, MO
Seth Wortman, preacher, Glendale
Christian Church in Springfield, MO

REGISTRATION (incl. catered meal)
$25/individual $45/couple
SCHEDULE
1:00 p.m. Friday to 12:15 p.m. Saturday
PURPOSE
To refocus attention on Restoration
Movement principles and ideals with
applications for today

Main sessions and Round Table Discussion Groups

Contact Rick & Jan Schmeski if
you want to participate in the
joy of victory in this capital
campaign.

October 2012

CONTACT
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION
Matthew 28:19-20
Wednesday Evening
5:30 Supper
6:30 Bible Classes

Sunday Morning
9:30 Worship
11:00 Bible Classes

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
1365 Eastside Centre Court
Mtn. Home, AR 72653 870-425-8323
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