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Elementary “Lock Up”
The elementary youth
group enjoyed what one of
the kids innocently called a
“lock up” on Friday night,
February 10.
I’m thinking about having
a tee-shirt made with the
message, “I survived my first
elementary youth lock-in!”
With at least a couple of
hours of sleep (thanks to
Julie and her air mattress), we
saw everyone safely picked
up the next day. The mother
of a visiting child asked,
“What made you guys want
to do this? Did you not have

by Vanessa Peglar

anything better to do on a
Friday night?” Well, while
there may have been things
we would have rather done
on a Friday night, our higher

motivation was to provide
this ministry to the kids.
The two Wednesday
nights prior to the lock-in,
the kids received printed
invitations to pass out to
their friends and relatives.

We decided as a group that
we believe that an effective
way to introduce others to
Jesus is to invite them to a
fun event in which they can
get to know us first. I don’t
remember ever reading in the
Bible, “If you plan a lock-in
they will come.” But God
exceeded my expectations.
The pitter patter of children’s
feet that I anticipated ended
up to be a stampede of boys
and girls! A lot of boys and
girls!! I was blessed by the
whole event.

New Deacon Appointment
The Elders recently appointed Jason
Schmeski to the office of Deacon. He has
accepted the leadership of the Benevolence
Ministry Team. The congregation gratefully
acknowledges the faithful service of James
Evans, who served in that capacity for
several years.

More ministers are needed to work with
this team that focuses on helping those in
need, comforting those in sorrow, feeding
the hungry, etc. Anyone may participate.
Attend their monthly meeting to learn how
you may enlist in service.
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Gene McCoy
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Eric Dwyer
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Extended Ministries
Steve & Rhonda Hayward
Papua New Guinea

Brad & Linda Berg, Mexico
Saleem & Naylah Massey
Pakistan

Jay & Romola Henry, India
Ernest & Numreta
McFarland, India

Completely committed followers of Jesus are not satisfied to merely go to the stadium on
Sundays, nor to merely wear Jesus’ jersey through the week. Those are what you would call
“fans.” Completely committed followers of Jesus want to become what and who Jesus is.
The dictionary defines a fan as “an
enthusiastic admirer.” Fans want to be
close enough to Jesus to get all the
benefits, but not so close that it requires
sacrifice. Fans may be fine with repeating
a prayer, attending church on the
weekend, and slapping a Jesus fish on
their bumpers. But is that really the extent
of the relationship Jesus wants?

Jesus was never interested in having
admirers. It’s not fans He is looking for,
but followers.
We urge you to accept the challenge
to take an honest look at your relationship
with Jesus. Are you a fan or a follower of
Jesus? Look in the mirror of God’s Word
with us during this series and be prepared
for some life-changing lessons.

For maximum benefit, commit yourself to a level of participation that extends beyond
the Sunday morning gathering at the stadium. Read Kyle Idleman’s book, Not A Fan. Also,
participate in one of the discussion groups through the week.

Preacher’s Pen

by Gene McCoy

It is understandable why people are
confused by the religious picture in our
culture. Attempts by denominational leaders
to resolve the confusion have not been
For other articles and
successful. But the answer has been contained
information about our
in their various explanations all along. The
congregation, go online question is whether or not the religious
community has the boldness and courage to
take action that is consistent with their
rhetoric. Consider the implications of the
denominational rationale and the reasonable
applications it suggests.
Denominational leaders have
tried to clear up the confusion
by downplaying the significance
of doctrine. They have insisted
that doctrine should not present
an obstacle to unity. In fact, they
celebrate their magnanimity that
is displayed by their cooperation in various
Dakota Smith initiatives, despite conflicting and
and
contradictory teachings. Further, they give the
distinct impression that doctrinal differences
Josh Lewis
are not only to be expected, but that they are
were baptized on
Wednesday, February 8. actually good. We might even conclude from
what some say that the ability of men to
overlook doctrinal differences somehow
accentuates the power and grace of God that
transcends contradictory doctrines. And we
are to believe this somehow glorifies the One
Who revealed what we must practice and
Eric Dwyer
teach.
begins the fifth year of
In connection with this they also insist
ministry as our Youth
that the “name above the door” is not
Minister on March 1.
important. It doesn’t matter what you call
yourself or your group, they say, so long as
your intention is to glorify God and to serve
His Son. Portraying unity despite human
is extended to
the family of
designations that communicate division is
Joy Williams their goal.
Furthermore, we have a responsibility,
who departed this life on
they
say, to present to the watching world a
Thursday, February 23.
singular goal of glorifying God by relegating
to a secondary status doctrinal distinctions
among us. The main thing, according to
them, is to present a united front — or at
least the appearance of unity — pretending
that the spiritually uninitiated cannot see
through their sanctified smoke.
The best intentions of the denominational
Sunday, March 11
leaders aside, their attempts to gloss over the
Set clocks ahead one hour obvious has not persuaded the world.
on Saturday night, March 10.
Something more and different must be done
to convince the world that this is nothing
more than religious rhetoric. This could be
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effectively and easily accomplished if the
denominational bodies actually practiced
what they have been preaching.
I like the emphasis upon unity. And I
appreciate the sentiment that we should all
just consider ourselves to be Christians. But
sentiment is all it is, apparently, since the
denominational groups persist in
distinguishing themselves with designations
unknown and unrecognized by Jesus — at
least if the Bible is the authoritative source of
knowledge.
If the denominations are
sincere and serious, as we are
eager to acknowledge, there is a
very simple and straightforward
way to practice what they preach.
Assuming they really mean it
when they say the “name above
the door” is not important, that doctrine
should not be allowed to divide God’s people
and that we should relegate all such indicators
of division to a secondary status in favor of
so-called unity, there is only one logical and
honest thing to do. It is the only initiative that
will prove the credibility of those whose
rhetoric we have summarized.
In the interest of producing clarity and
removing confusion, all the denominational
groups should actually come together under
one banner, one name and one organization
that demonstrates the veracity of their claims.
Dispense with the designations that divide
them (Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian,
Pentecostal, Lutheran, etc.) and agree upon
one designation by which all can be known.
This will produce some credibility to their
ecumenical mirage. But even that would
constitute merely a consortium and not the
church. Not until they also dispense with
their creedal statements in favor of the Bible
alone can they have the opportunity to be
known as “Christian,” by which the church in
the Bible was designated.
This is our plea, specifically that all Godhonoring and Bible believing people would
unite upon the authority of the Word and the
deity of Jesus, forsaking their denominational
loyalties and creedal statements to accept the
Bible as the only authority in matters
pertaining to faith and practice and to adopt
the name of the Savior to the exclusion of
human leaders and systems. Then we could
present to the watching world the true unity
for which Jesus prayed (John 17).
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Increase your appreciation for the people at church. How well do you know the people with whom you share a pew?

MARCH
MEETINGS

5 Willing Workers
6 Benevolence Ministry
1.Who designed the landing gear emergency
1.Who, as part of his employment, has dived
Team
systems on the Citation III business jet
hundreds of feet into caves, sometimes to recover
7
Finance
Ministry
aircraft?
bodies?
Joe Harrell
2. Who was a party clown, making balloon
2.Who was a flight attendant who survived an
Team
animals, etc.?
emergency landing?
Daisy Schneider
12 Elders
3. Who was involved in the exchange of POWs 3.Who was known for owning several old vehicles
15 Property Ministry
at the end of the Korean War?
(not necessarily classics)?
Steve Mendleski
Team
15 Outreach Ministry
Benevolence Ministry Team Report by Arlene Dixon
Team
The recipient of the first
needs are constant. So be
17 Mtn. Home
of these quarterly offerings
alert at all times to the needs
Christian Men’s Club
was very humbled when
around you. And submit your
20
Hilltoppers
presented with the money.
the awareness of our ministry nominations as soon as the
23 Women’s Retreat at
The $485 gift allowed the
opportunity and sensitivity to need becomes known.
Flippin Christian
beneficiary to pay the utility
the needs of people. Every
Beneficiaries may be anyone
bill on time for the first time Christian in our fellowship is in the three-county region.
Church
in eighteen months — the
first time in eighteen months
that a shut-off notice was not
sent! The recipient asked us
to relay to the congregation
the gratitude and appreciation
the gift prompted.
One of the primary goals
of this initiative is to increase

urged to be on the lookout at
all times for needs.
Submit nominations at
any time to a member of the
Benevolence Ministry Team.
Please do not make this
merely a quarterly project.
The offering is collected and
awarded quarterly, but the

The first blessing was the fact that
I didn’t have to ask for chaperones. They
volunteered! A huge thank you to Julie,
Casey, Eric, Sarah, Joey and Michael
McQueen. This tells me that people other
than myself see the importance of connecting
with this age group. I love it!
The second blessing I received was that
our Wednesday night group invited so many
friends that it more than doubled in number.
We had twenty-six kids show up. I’m still
amazed by this. I know numbers aren’t all
important, but each represents a soul for
whom Jesus died. I now have contact
information for all twenty-six children, some
of whom do not attend church at all. That’s
good news! It is hopefully the beginning of a
relationship. I happen to know that two
families with children that attended are
looking for a church home.
Another blessing I received comes in two
parts. First, for many of our activities, the
kids were divided into teams and were given
an older elementary young person as their
leader. Carlton, Owen and Isaac really
showed awesome, caring leadership skills and
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The next Dollar Day will
be April 29. Be on the
lookout for a family or
individual in need and worthy
of assistance. Then present
the request in writing to a
Benevolence Ministry Team
member at any
time.

Christ-like characteristics. They made sure
everyone got a turn, helped keep their teams
together, and included everyone in the
games. Their parents should be very proud.
We had very little grumbling or bad attitudes,
despite the fact that it is very challenging to
plan activities that will appeal to children
ranging from first grade through sixth grade.
Second, the kids really got to know each
other better. Nearly everyone performed with
a group for the talent show. Madison sang
for the show, which I would say opened her
up to the idea of singing with the worship
team two weeks later! Words cannot describe
or explain some of the other acts in our
talent show, so I will sum up the show with
the word “unique.”
Another blessing for me developed when
one of the girls experienced homesickness
soon after her mother left. We weren’t sure
what to do. Although we offered, the girl did
not want to call her mother or to go home.
So Julie and I took her under our wing as our
little helper. She was quite the worker bee.
We loved on her and she became our friend.
She was such a blessing to us! In fact, she’s
on my list as a possible wife for our son,
Easton. Don’t tell him, though.
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a Bible study for
all women

Wednesdays
9:30—11:30

Psalms &
Proverbs
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The last blessing I’m
going to share with you is the fact
that this was my first time to get to
meet the parents of the kids that
arrive in the church van each
Wednesday. Face to face meeting,
long overdue. They were all very
grateful that their child was invited
and that we were hosting this lockin. I know it must have crossed
their minds, “Why would these
crazy people do this?” I can tell you
it wasn’t the allure of the blended
happy meal smoothies (worst taste
I’ve ever had in my mouth!), the
dozens of games we played, the late
night movie and snacks, or the
endless rounds of dodge ball played
every way Eric could think of till
2:30 in the morning. Simply put, it
was because we love them! A love
that is deeper than human love, it
comes from the power of the Holy
Spirit! We want to see them know
and grow in Christ with us.

Tuesday, March 20
Missouri Mills
Tour
9 am—3 pm
The motor tour will include several
historic mills. Reserve a spot today!

Green Breakfast
Spring Gardening Tips for Guys

Contact Rick & Jan Schmeski if
you want to participate in the
joy of victory in this capital
campaign.
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION
Matthew 28:19-20
Wednesday Evening
5:30 Supper
6:30 Bible Classes

Sunday Morning
9:30 Worship
11:00 Bible Classes

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
1365 Eastside Centre Court
Mtn. Home, AR 72653 870-425-8323
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