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 Stephen and Alisa Walton, 
graduates of Central Christian College 
of the Bible who currently reside in 
Moberly, MO, will be our guests of 
honor on Sunday, July 17. We have 
invited him to deliver the Bible 
message that Sunday. They will then 
introduce the Missions Ministry Team to 
the ministry they are planning in Ireland. 

 If you want to 
learn more about their 
proposed work or if 
you want to consider 
being a part of the 
Missions Ministry 
Team, bring a dish to 
share and participate 
in the July 17 noon  

      luncheon. Everyone  
         is welcome. 

Visiting Missionaries 

Fewer than 1% of the people of Ireland consider themselves to be evangelical 
Christians—the lowest percentage among all English-speaking countries. 

Ireland ranks toward the top among European nations in teen suicide, drinking 
alcohol and unwed mothers. 

Of the population, 40% is under the age of 25 and 60% is under the age of 40. A 
majority of these have rejected Catholicism, as well as religion in general. 

Islam is the third largest religious affiliation, having increased by 70% since the 
last census. The total number of followers of Islam is 45,000, exceeding that of 
Christianity’s proponents and adherents. 

 At Backstage with the 
Bible: A Vacation Bible School 
Experience we will take your 
kids to the ultimate 
“concert” experience each 
day to worship and sing 
with the Go Fish Guys! 
After that, it’s time to go 
backstage, tour a recording 
studio, and most 

importantly - learn about 
the Bible!  Your kids will 
have a great time learning 
the books of the Bible, the 
ten commandments, and 
how to be saved by grace 
through faith...and that’s all 
just in the first few minutes 
of singing each day!  
 Our goal with this 

Vacation Bible School is to 
clearly present the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and teach 
the importance of the Bible 
while having as much fun 
as humanly possible. It’s 
time to put the BIBLE 
back in Vacation Bible 
School! 
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For other articles and 
information about our 
congregation, go online 

Preacher’s Pen  by Gene McCoy 

  A lagging indicator of a sluggish 
economy is the decline in charitable 
giving. According to a study conducted by 
philanthropy.com, 93% of nonprofit 
charities have felt the effects of the 
recession. Robert Evans, managing 
director of a consulting group that advises 
nonprofits on fund-raising, says charitable 
donations are a lagging indicator of the 
economy because people pay their bills 
before they make charitable donations. 
(Source: Daniel Gross, 
“The Coming Charity 
Crisis — How the 
struggling economy is      
hurting donations,”            
Newsweek, June 12, 2008) 
 It seems, however, that a leading 
indicator of a sluggish economy is 
church contributions. People in 
churches tend to discount or discontinue 
their church giving at the first suggestion 
or hint that a recession is looming. This is 
an enigma. An irony, except it isn’t 
humorous that people of faith would be 
so quick to display fear. 
 A failing economy is an ideal climate 
for faith to develop and grow. When the 
Bible addresses financial stewardship it is 
in the context of increasing one’s faith 
and not about raising funds. 
 Biblical principles governing the 
Christian’s giving are valid in every 
economy, empowering one to practice 
good stewardship even in a bad economic 
climate. The basis for this is the principle 
of first fruits, which is taught in 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11. 
 Simply stated, this is giving to God 
before we pay our bills. He is certainly 
worthy of our first and our best! Giving 
God the first of the fruit of our labor 
expresses faith in His promises that He 
will provide everything we need. It also 
acknowledges that He owns all that we 
possess; that we are merely managers of 
His resources as He entrusts them to our 
care. To withhold from God until we 
have paid everyone else or to hoard 
against unknown eventualities is  
an expression of fear and not faith. It 
expresses our distrust of God to keep His 
promises. 

 Many Christians are like the farmer 
who had never flown in an airplane. For 
his 75th birthday, his nephew, a pilot, 
offered to take him up for an aerial view 
of his farm. After the flight and upon 
exiting the airplane, the nephew asked his 
uncle if he had gotten scared during the 
flight. His uncle replied, “No. But I never 
did put my full weight down.” 

 The proof of our trust in 
God is measured, in large 
part, by how much we are 

willing to “put our full weight 
down” when it comes to 

giving. The principle of first  
fruits urges us to trust God’s 

promises and provision. 
 This practice of faith 

causes us to give like there    
is a tomorrow — a temporal 

tomorrow and an eternal tomorrow. God 
has promised to provide everything we 
need when we put Him first (Matt. 6:25-
33). But we must give like there is a 
tomorrow by postponing gratification.  
 Giving to God first may mean that 
you eat out less and prepare food at home 
more. Don’t purchase processed food, 
which is more expensive. Making these 
modifications in your diet will also result 
in better health and fewer medical bills.  
 Giving to God first may also reduce 
the amount you spend on entertainment 
and leisure items.  
 Putting God first in your finances may 
also mean buying clothes off of the 
bargain rack. Instead of buying new brand 
name clothes for children, shop the 
consignment and thrift shops, as well as 
yard sales. Doing so also teaches your 
children valuable stewardship principles, 
frugality and contentment. 
 There are plenty of places for most 
Christians to find money with which they 
may obey God, Who challenges us to 
prove Him by bringing the full tithe into 
the storehouse (Mal. 3:10). If only we 
would put God first in our finances. 
 If you are not now setting aside the 
first 10% of your gross income (the 
common understanding of tithing, and a 
good place to begin), we challenge you to 
take God at His word and  

to the family of 

Patsy Benedict, 
who arrived at her 
eternal home on 
Tuesday, June 14 

 

Mrs. Iva Jones, 
long-time member of 
our congregation, died 
Saturday, June 25, at the 

age of 107. 

Dalton 
Thompson 

at Rock Garden Camp 

Nash Anderson 
Sunday, June 26  

after a week at Rock 
Garden Camp 

We congratulate the 
newlyweds, 

 Keith & Devine  
(Hammond) Smoyer, 
who were married on 
Saturday, June 18.  



 
 

 
 
obey Him. You will soon 
have a testimony to relate 
that will strengthen the faith 
of other Christians. 
 Consider yourself a 
financier of others’ eternal 
tomorrows and give like 

there is a tomorrow in 
eternity. There are many lost 
people who need to hear the 
message of salvation. The 
Lord’s earthly enterprise is 
to be financed by His 
people to whom He has 
entrusted His vast resources. 
 We must put our full 
weight down by displaying 
trust in and obedience to  

the Lord. This necessarily 
involves our continuing 
maturity in the practice of 
giving to God the first of 
the fruit of our labor.  
 If   you want to pursue 
this  level of spiritual 
maturity, please consult with 
one of the Elders, who will 
instruct and encourage 
you. 

We regret the 
unintended omission 
in the June issue of 
one individual, whose 
long and valuable 
contribution to our 
children’s ministry 

cannot be overlooked. 
We hereby 

acknowledge with 
extreme gratitude the 
faithful service of 

Sandy Lloyd  
in our nurseries 

throughout the years. 

Volunteers : jobs for everyone including  
•crafts/missions  
•snack/karaoke  
•Bible study leaders 
•Concert Security (make sure everyone 
has their backstage pass and Bible for 
entry backstage)  
•Music and Choreography leader  
•Roadies (lead a group from activity to 
activity)  
•DECORATORS!!! (set the atmosphere 
for VBS) 
Decorations:   
•Old music instruments or cases  
•microphone stands and non-working 
microphones  
•extension cords 
•speakers  
•things you might see backstage at a 
concert  
•old concert posters  
•old boxes 
•old cd's or records to hang, etc. 
 

Crafts:   
•Old CD's (we need at least 50 that can 
be destroyed and made into something 
new) 
•Felt (all colors)  
•Unwanted 5X7 or 4X6 picture frames  
•rectangle or square sponges (for sponge 
painting) 
Snacks:   
•2 boxes Cheerios cereal  
•3 boxes or bags Oyster Crackers 
•6 bags chocolate chips  
•Several bags of dried craisins and or 
apples  
•4 bags of sunflower seeds (no shells)  
•3 boxes frosted chocolate or regular 
frosted mini wheat cereal  
•6 boxes Graham Crackers  
•4 tubs white frosting 
•3 tubs chocolate frosting  
•6 large bags of peel apart string licorice  
•8 bags pretzel rods  
•5 cans of squeeze cheese (American)  
•3 big boxes of Goldfish 
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JULY 
MEETINGS 
5 Benevolence 

Ministry Team 
10 Family Life Ministry 

Team 
11  Willing Workers 
11 Elders 
17 Missions Ministry 
 Team 
21 Property Ministry 
 Team 

Increase your appreciation for the people at church. How well do you know the people with whom you share a pew?  

1. Who shares the name of a 
Roman Caesar?      
     Augustus“Gus” Burden 

2. Who wrote a book? Ken Fortier 
3. Who met his wife in Japan?   

         LeeBelicek 

1. Who is an Eagle Scout? 
2. Who sang a solo to the piano 

accompaniment of former MO governor 
and U.S. Att. Gen. John Ashcroft? 

3. Who was a finalist for “Miss Baxter Co. 
     Fair?” 

Sunday, August 7 
First Christian 

Church—Mtn. Home 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION  
Matthew 28:19-20 
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Sunday Morning 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Bible Classes 

Wednesday Evening 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Bible Classes 

Contact Rick & Jan Schmeski if 
you want to participate in the 
joy of victory in this capital 
campaign. 

 The summer has already gotten off to a busy 
 and amazing start!  We are two weeks into 
 this camp season and two students from 

 our church have been baptized!  We praise the 
Lord for this and ask for your continued prayers.   
 I will be the dean of Jr. High week of camp (July 10th-15th). Christ In 
Youth’s high school week (MOVE) is coming up at the end of the month. 
 Vanessa will have her hands full with 1st & 2nd and 3rd & 4th grade 
camps as well as VBS!  We would like to take this time to thank everyone 
who donated baked goods for the VBS fundraiser!  I am told they were 
delicious!  I promise I didn’t sneak any for myself! 

 On a related baking note, our 
congregation has been asked to 
donate 10-12 dozen cookies for 
Jr. High camp. Let me know if 
you will be donating cookies 
(baked or bought). I will take 
them to camp with me on July 
10th. 
 Thank you all and keep 
praying for our summer youth 
events! 

in the Sun   by Eric Dwyer 


