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Youth Ministers

The Women’s Christmas Party and
the Holiday Dinner, will be held in our
Community Room. The Women’s party
will feature a meal as well as a program
by Maggie Allen, who will relate her
experiences working with Samaritan’s
Purse ministries in Alaska. Please reserve
a seat by contacting Fern or Arlene by
December 4.
The Family Life Ministry Team is
sponsoring the Holiday Dinner. Turkey

and ham will be provided, as well as the
beverages. Everyone who comes is asked
to bring side dishes and a donation for
the Mtn. Home Food Basket.
Holiday Vespers is our annual
worship gathering on Christmas Eve. It
features music and Scriptures to provide
families with a meditative and reflective
tone to their celebrations. The hour-long
worship has become a traditional
favorite for the community.

Christ Before Christmas

The story of Jesus began long before His
birth. We know plenty about Jesus’ life on
Extended Ministries Earth. But how familiar are we with His
Steve & Rhonda Hayward existence prior to His birth? Jesus’ existence
Eric Dwyer
Vanessa Peglar

Papua New Guinea

Brad & Linda Berg, Mexico
Saleem & Naylah Massey
Pakistan

Jay & Romola Henry, India
Ernest & Numreta
McFarland, India

before His birth is as
important to our salvation
as His life and ministry on
Earth. This will be the
focus of the sermons in
December.

A Note from Your Trea urer
We realize that you are
able to see the thermometer
graphic of our Forward in
Faith progress on a weekly
basis, but we also think that
it's important to keep you
all informed of our regular

financial situation.
We expected that when
we started using our new
church building just about a
year ago that expenses
would increase. Of course,
some of them did! We were

also pleasantly surprised
that some areas did not
increase as much as
anticipated.
Even so, we've had a
very tight budget, but

Preacher’s Pen
For other articles and
information about our
congregation, go online

The altercation
described in this article
occurred in my
imagination only. I did
help the lady and was
obstructing the flow of
traffic. The rest of the
story is manufactured.

Our sympathy to the
family of

Charles Cooper,
who entered eternity
on Wednesday,
November 9

Congratulations to
Hubert & Janet Pickett
upon the birth of
another granddaughter,
Taylor Riley Cotter,
on Thur., Nov. 2.

Contributions to the
Mtn. Home Food
Basket at our annual
Ingathering Worship
amounted to $350.00
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by Gene McCoy

You can imagine how I felt, (Yes,
preachers have feelings!), when a church
member flipped me off in a restaurant
parking lot after church one Sunday. But I
didn't take it personally because she -- that's
right, SHE -- didn't realize it was me. You
see, she isn't a part of our congregation.
But the way she and the two
other ladies in her vehicle
were dressed, it was obvious
to me that they had just come
from church.
Why did she flip me off,
you ask? The explanation is
pretty simple -- and justifiable,
I'm sure she would contend.
The truth of the matter is that my vehicle
was partially blocking the flow of traffic. I
was in the wrong lane and cars were
backed up in the lane where I belonged.
But the lewd gesture was unnecessary, not
only from a moral standpoint, but also
from the standpoint of the circumstances.
Let me explain.
I had noticed a well-dressed elderly
woman walking across Hwy. 62 carrying
jumper cables. Being the master of
deductive thinking, I concluded that this
poor woman was having car trouble. So I
stopped and asked her if she needed any
help. She told me that her car, parked at the
nearby restaurant, would not start. I offered
to help her. In order to connect the
batteries with the cables required me to be
in the wrong lane and facing the wrong
direction. After her car started, I sent her
on her way to Wal Mart to get a new
battery. I also offered to return the jumper
cables to the service station where she had
borrowed them. But getting my vehicle out
of the improper position was somewhat of
a challenge in the crowded parking lot. I
was still in the way when the "flippin'"
woman pulled into the restaurant parking
lot. Of course, the woman who flipped me
off couldn't have known I had just rescued
a stranded elderly lady. All she knew was
that I was in her way. And that was really
all that mattered to her.
I was not the only person who noted her
lewd gesture. Her hasty and ill-informed
jump to conclusion had impacted other
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people at the restaurant, some of whom did
not appear to be church-goers. I was
concerned that this "church lady" was
going to continue to do more damage to
the cause of Christ if she was not corrected.
So I went back and kindly confronted
the woman who flipped me off. I lectured
her about how church
attendance apparently
wasn't taking effect upon
her conduct. Besides that, I
scolded her for giving
Christians a bad name by
her lewd behavior. She let
me go on longer than I
expected she would. But
after my verbal rant, she wagged her index
finger in my face and said, "Sir, you have
just illustrated one reason I am not a
Christian and don't believe in your churchy,
better-than-you arrogance." I was stunned
to silence. But she had merely taken a
breath to continue her lecture.
"I'll have you know, Sir," she snarled
with syrupy sarcasm, "that we have not just
come from church, as you have assumed.
We are attorneys on our way to Little Rock
to serve as legal counsel for the Occupy
Wall Street movement.
Well, now. I had to swallow hard,
realizing I had just committed the same
crime about which I was lecturing her.
Based solely upon circumstantial evidence
and not having all available information, I
had assumed she was a Christian who was
behaving badly. She assumed I was a
clueless boob of a driver which, as we all
know, is so wrong! There were things about
me and my situation that she couldn't have
known, just as there were things about her
that I couldn't have known without first
gathering all available information. We had
both acted abruptly, rudely, and ignorantly.
So we were even. Right? Hardly!
That woman is not a Christian. We can't
expect non-Christians to practice the
Golden Rule (although some nonChristians honor it more than some
Christians, to our shame). She was acting in
a manner that is consistent with her worldly
values and norms. I, on the other hand, was
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Increase your appreciation for the people at church. How well do you know the people with whom you share a pew?

1.
2.
3.

Who flew on several missions to rescue
downed pilots in North Viet Nam?
Who worked in a unit caring for
Alzheimer’s patients?
Who worked at one of the first U.S.
nuclear energy plants?

1.Whose brother was the last person born in the old
hospital at Gassville?
Melva Willard &
Rhonda Rust
2. Who worked as a waitress at Scott Valley Dude
Ranch?
Kathy Lueck
3.Who didn’t know he was pregnant until the day his
mule delivered a donkey? Norman Lueck

differences by talking to
talking directly to those
others instead of the one
with whom you differ?
Have you made judgments
guilty of a great sin against a with whom I differ. I
wonder if there is a brother about another’s motives or
fellow human being and
or sister from whom I need actions without the benefit
potential convert to
Christianity -- that is, in the to humbly seek forgiveness of gaining their perspective?
Have you joined with others
and to whom I need to
event she sees a better
example of Christ’s likeness. offer my sincere apology for to form a dissident group,
unnecessarily disrupting the resulting in disharmony and
This account of a
unrest within the body of
personal experience, which harmony and peace that
Christ?
should characterize the
is admittedly embellished
It was easy for the lady
and manufactured in many family of God. Am I guilty
of judging the motives and who flipped me off to
points, prompted me to
think about the way I act -- decisions of church leaders? express her frustration and
anger for the inconvenience
the way I treat my brothers Have I been negligent in
and sisters in Christ. I
wonder if I have been guilty Return of the FROGS!
of sin by jumping to
By request, we will repeat the
conclusions, assigning
sermon series from several years ago,
motives, second-guessing
in which we developed the acronym,
decisions, and creating
Fully Rely On God. The four-week
dissention in the body
series will begin on January 8.
unnecessarily. Perhaps I
have contributed to strained protecting my brothers and I caused her. But was she
willing to perform the
sisters by listening to
relationships by taking
service I provided? It is easy
actions before getting all the criticisms against them? If
pertinent information from so, I must acknowledge my for those who aren’t doing
to criticize those who are. I
the one with whom I am at sin, seek forgiveness from
those I have harmed, and
hope I never criticize those
odds.
who are doing what I am
This exercise prompts
pursue restitution where
unwilling to do or incapable
me to praise God even
possible by reversing the
damage I have caused.
of doing myself without
more for His perfect
wisdom that instructs us in
The wise Christian will first speaking directly to
them about the matter.
the process of resolving
likewise examine his own
issues within His body, the life in this regard. Have you
I pray that the conduct
within the body will reflect
church. I hope I remember engaged in complaining
the beauty of Christ’s body,
this parable the next time I about church members or
leaders and their decisions the church.
am tempted to violate
God’s plan for resolving
or direction without first
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ShepherdSCHOOL
Benevolence
Ministry Team
Finance Ministry
Team
Women’s Christmas
Party
Holiday Dinner
Willing Workers
Elders
Annual Meeting
ShepherdSCHOOL
Holiday Vespers

a Bible study for
all women

Wednesdays
9:30—11:30

Psalms &
Proverbs

Christian Church Family,
Thank you so very
much for your kindness,
warmth, and your
generosity. I am deeply
grateful for all you have
done for me and my
family. I pray I may soon
be able to pay forward
the blessings.
Yours in Him,
Lori Morrison

Combining an OLDER nucleus with a YOUNGER
nucleus to create an EXPLOSION of energy
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have just been in awe to see
God's blessing through all of
you. When we give our
monthly report to the elders it
is common that offerings and
expenses are almost the same
numbers! Do you think that is
just coincidence? Well, it's not!
Some months when offerings
might be down, so are the
expenses. And in the months
when we have additional
expenses-- guess what?
Additional income! Our God is
an awesome God! Thank you
for giving to the Lord through
prayer, service, and your
offerings
That's not to say that it
hasn't been challenging to keep
such a tight budget. There isn't
a lot of wiggle room, that's for

sure! We thank all of you that assist us every day in helping to care for our
new facility, keeping it clean and maintained, because by doing this you're
giving in yet another way. If anyone has the desire to know more about our
finances we are available to review a report with you.
One more note: if you are new to our congregation, we want to offer
you the opportunity to participate in our Forward in Faith campaign to assist
us in paying off our new church building. Any questions, please feel free to
ask Kathy Lueck or Jan Schmeski.
And thanks to the whole Finance Ministry Team. The duty of treasurer is
not so difficult due to the many who assist us. Thank you to Arlene Dixon,
Gene & Fern Frazier, Steve Mendleski, Mike Lloyd, & Dave Bettenhausen.
Your Treasurers, Kathy Lueck and Jan Schmeski

Contact Rick & Jan Schmeski if
you want to participate in the
joy of victory in this capital
campaign.
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION
Matthew 28:19-20
Wednesday Evening
5:30 Supper
6:30 Bible Classes

Sunday Morning
9:30 Worship
11:00 Bible Classes
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