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James 1:27
“Religion that God our Father accepts as
pure and faultless is this: to look after
orphans and widows in their distress and
to keep oneself from being polluted by
the world”.

This is a command, not a suggestion.
There are many ways we can give to less fortunate people.
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We believe one way to give is to the
Mountain Home Food Basket. All the money
given during the “Ingathering” Wednesday
night, November 18, will be given to the
Mountain Home Food Basket.

by Hubert Pickett
Another one is Dollar Day. All one dollar
bills placed in the offering plate will go to
some needy person. Many have been blessed
over the years by the efforts of giving back on
Dollar Day. The next chance to help in this
way will be Sunday, November 29, during our
next Dollar Day.
The Show-Me Christian Youth Home is
another way to give to others. The children
living in these homes have been placed there
because their home situations required intervention. We are given the names, sizes and
individual needs of the children in a home.
One of the ladies of the ‘Willing Workers’
group buys the Christmas gifts. They are
wrapped during the Ladies Christmas Party,
on December 3, and then delivered to the
home prior to Christmas. It has always been a
blessing to the ones who have had the privilege of delivering the Christmas presents to
these children! The children have always expressed their appreciation for us remembering them in our giving.
Of course, our command to give to others
is not just at Thanksgiving time nor Christmas
time. We should think of it as God blesses us
every day. So we, too, can bless someone
every day throughout the year.
We have many widows in our congregation, in our town, in our county! They, too,
have needs. They are not really good at communicating their needs to us. So, let us visit
with them and find out.
Make plans to attend the Ingathering. You
will be blessed and you will be a blessing to
someone else!

Preacher’s Pen
For other articles and
information about our
congregation, go online

The only thing about
writing this article that I
have not enjoyed is the
expectation of the
scolding I will receive
from its unassuming,
angelic subject.

Missionary Note
It was great to see all
of you during our recent visit. Thank you
very much for allowing
us to come and share
with you. Also, thanks
for being so flexible
with is on the date.
Sorry again for the
trouble. We really appreciate that you are
an active supporting
church and actively
participate in what we
are doing in Ireland.
Hopefully we will see
you all again soon.
In Christ,
Stephen & Alisa
Walton
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by Gene McCoy

A recent tradition is to designate October as Pastor Appreciation Month. Our
congregation rightly acknowledges our
elders, the biblical pastors of the flock,
with expressions of appreciation. They
have, in turn, been gracious to extend
the same courtesy to the paid ministry
personnel. Just as the spouses of each
elder represent an integral aspect of
their shepherding and pastoral ministry,
so do the spouses of preachers. My wife
is blessed by the congregation frequently
with expressions of appreciation and
praise, for which I am extremely grateful.
One of the most valuable ambassadors for a congregation is the preacher’s
wife. Her reputation in the community
may be a curse or a blessing. The regard
the congregation has for her hinders or
helps the preacher. Becky is an invaluable asset to this preacher and this fellowship in both the context of congregation
and community.
She has made every effort to be engaged in many elements of congregational ministry, endearing herself to every
segment of the body. In this regard, she
carries on the legacy of her mother, as
does her sister, Mary, who is, herself, the
wife of a preacher. This is a natural expression of her sincere devotion to
Christ, as evidenced by her testimony in

her career as a nurse.
My role as a preacher interfaces regularly with the medical community.
When calling upon patients I have conversed with doctors and nurses. The response when they learn of my relationship to Becky is consistent. There is always an immediate expression of sincere
affinity and deep respect for Becky. The
same has occurred when I have needed
medical attention. Within the last two
weeks I have been a patient in two medical offices for a related minor issue. Every nurse and doctor has voluntarily
offered words of enthusiastic and genuine love for Becky. This affinity is expressed not only for her professional
ability and manner, but also for her
Christian character, which is exhibited
through her personality and conduct
marked by integrity, gentleness and kindness.
One doctor offered his observation
that an immediate calmness permeates a
room when Becky enters, though it had
been filled with tension. This can be said
of many others in our congregation, for
whom, also, I thank God. Inasmuch as
the reputation of the preacher’s wife
tends to reflect upon the congregation,
however, I am celebrating God’s abundant favor upon us through her.

Pastors Appreciation

motivated by love for the Lord and His
church. The work of an elder is just that.
Work. Like many leadership roles, it is
often a thankless work. Heart-rending
work. Tedious work. It demands study,
prayer, compassion, courage and
perseverance. It costs time, money,
energy and tears.
The Bible enjoins us to give them the
honor they are due. They serve
voluntarily and are not remunerated
financially, although a biblical case could
be made for paying these men.
Whether paid or not, the flock is to
do all that is possible to make their work
a joy and not a burden. By all means,
pray for our elders. But also support
them by being good followers of these
who are following the Good Shepherd.

Read Heb. 13:17 and 1 Thess. 5:12-13
These are the men you selected to be
our spiritual shepherds to guide, guard,
feed and lead this flock. They are what
the Bible calls our pastors. The
terminology we most commonly use is
“elders.” Regardless the biblical title,
they have a huge responsibility as
delegates of Jesus, Himself the chief
Shepherd, to watch over our souls. This
they have undertaken, prayerfully
considering their accountability to the
Lord, not only for themselves, but also
for us.
None of these men is jealous for the
title or office of elder. We are confident
they have accepted this responsibility
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Blessings in Disguise
When I took this job over a year ago,
I was somewhat surprised that the eldership prayed for me openly in front of
the congregation. The eldership consider the secretary to be a part of the ministry of CCHMAR. Wow! That was sobering to me.
Any that know me well, know that I
prefer to be out of the ‘limelight’; another thing I inherited from my mother,
other than worn out joints! I was raised
by that Godly mother. She taught her
children to be helpful to others and not
to “crow” about having done something.
So, the story below is for the reader’s
edification, not letting anyone know
about something with which I was involved.
Over the course of the year, I have
had numerous opportunities to minister
to those inside and outside this congregation, whether it be by telephone or in
person.
Recently, a gentleman came here
for the health screening event that we
allowed to use our facilities. I had become casually acquainted with him from
my previous employment. I visited with
him that day after his appointment, explaining that I was the church secretary
now.
Several weeks later, he came in

Boundless Energy Released
Recently, two of our young men accepted the challenge our eldership presented to step up and serve as
deacons over much needed ministries: Worship and Family Life.
Brett Schmeski and Barkley
Terry are two soft-spoken, teddy
-bear men. They are tough as
nails, but melt when their children call “Daddy”.
That’s how they stood before the
congregation as they were introduced
by our eldership. Heads hung as servants before the Master. Sober. Loving.
Their church family needed more
strong young men to lead in areas of the
ministry of CCMH. They join a list of
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by Joyce Rhoads
and asked if he could pray in the
“chapel”. I was not aware when he left,
but he had seemed to be visibly distraught. I thought to myself after I realized he was gone, that he had needed
someone to pray with him.
A couple of weeks later he returned,
again visibly distressed. He told me he
felt the devil was really out to get him.
He had had several weeks of extended
problems, both earthly (plumbing nightmare) and spiritually. Would I pray with
him? Wow!
Ken & I have prayed as a couple hundreds of times in our marriage. I had
never prayed with a man with whom I
was casually acquainted. I stumbled
over my words, my thoughts were
herky-jerky and I am certain he felt the
hand I held out to him was sweaty.
I know he appreciated my attempt
and I am certain God heard my prayer
on his behalf.
It was one of the most awesome,
powerful experiences I have ever had. I
got way more out of it than he did. I am
certain of that. Thank you, God, for
those hidden blessings you send our
way.
We are His eyes, His ears, His hands,
His feet, His heart, and we have His
strength at our fingertips!
strong men that saw a need and filled it.
Brett Schmeski takes the baton from
David Benedict to lead the Worship
Ministry team. We thank David
for all his hours spent as head
of the Worship Ministry Team.
Barkley Terry takes over for
Joey Peglar, who served for
years as Family Life deacon.
We are also thankful for all
Joey’s efforts with the Family
Life team
Of, course, we are thankful for the
strong wives that support these two
men.
If Brett or Barkley call for help, we
should stand up and say ‘yes, include
me!’
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Family Info
For November
MEETINGS
2
3
4
9
11
11
18
18
25
29

Willing Workers @ 1 pm
Benevolence Ministry
Team 6:30 pm
Women of Worth Bible
Study @ 9:30
Elders’ 6:30
Finance Ministry Team
6:30
Women of Worth Bible
Study @9:30
“Ingathering” 6:30
Women of Worth Bible
Study @ 9:30
Women of Worth Bible
Study @ 9:30
Dollar Day

Birthdays
1
3
5
9
10
14
14
20
22

Sue Schaufler
Taylor Cotter
Amanda LeBlanc
Mike Lloyd
Alisa Walton
Lorene Pierce
David Benedict
Barbara Cline
Matthew Byrd

Anniversaries
4
11
19
22
26
29
30

Mark & Gail Hinds
George & Karen Blohowiak
Gordon & Dorothy Sowle
Joey & Vanessa Peglar
Nick & Linda Wisniewski
Rick & Jan Schmeski
James and Maryln Evans
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Away Team

by Gene McCoy

I am not a Trekkie. I know very little about the science fiction phenomenon. But I am learning more and
more about living as an alien. The apostles instruct us
about the perspective and behavior Christians ought to
exhibit as aliens and strangers. See 1 Peter 2:11-12.
Six individuals from our congregation enjoyed the
International Conference On Missions in Richmond, VA.
Thousands of Christians from around the world gathered for worship, fellowship and encouragement as The
Away Team. That theme was developed by several who spoke and bore testimony about strategic living in a post-Christian world.
On four upcoming Wednesday evenings you
will have the opportunity to be a part of that
great gathering by means of DVD technology.
You will hear Gary Johnson’s message, “Game
Changer: The One Thing We Must Do!” Caleb Kaltenbach, who was raised in the home of two activists in the
homosexual revolution, will relate his testimony that
may revoluntionalize your thinking about our engagement in the culture wars. Arguably the best presentation of the conference was that of Jennifer Johnson, a
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business editor and preacher’s wife, who issued a most
provocative challenge every Christian should hear. Dmitry Lazuta, a faithful preacher from Belarus, will challenge you with his message, “Gameplan: Planting
Churches in the Post-Christian Context.” In that presentation you will be introduced to two church planters
from that last vestige of Soviet dictatorship. That DVD
may also feature the powerful testimony by our beloved
Saleem Massey, who not only charged us to pray for the
persecuted church, but put a charge in us
to remember we are more than conquerors through Christ.
Jerry Cox, president of Arkansas Family
Council, will be here in person on Sunday
evening, November 8, to speak to us about
this same theme—how to live as aliens
and strangers in this world that is increasingly hostile.
‘Swimming With the Sharks’ will begin at 6:00 p.m.
Please notify friends and congregations throughout the
area of this opportunity to be encouraged and instructed about effective Christian living in a post-Christian

culture.
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION
Matthew 28:19-20
Wednesday Evening
5:30 Supper
6:30 Bible Classes

Sunday Morning
9:30 Worship
11:00 Bible Classes

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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