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 When Jan Schmeski first heard of ‘Into the 
Light’, it was more than ten years ago. Into the 
Light is a church partnership here in Mountain 
Home which exists to expel the darkness of child-
hood exploitation and sexual abuse. Their pur-
pose is to begin the process of restoration and 
place the survivors of human sex trafficking on a 
path to rehabilitation and to 
educate and bring aware-
ness to the issue of human 
sex trafficking.  It was shock-
ing to her to hear that it is 
happening in Mountain 
Home, Arkansas! She had 
heard about it’s existence in 
large cities, but here? 
 The speaker for Christian 
Church of Mountain Home’s 
Ladies’ Christmas Party in 
2013 was a former member 
here that is working with 
Rapha House in Cambodia. 
Rapha House is a safehouse  
recognized among the prem-
ier facilities that help chil-
dren in Cambodia flee sex 
trafficking. Children receive 
food, clothing, and shelter, as well as complete 
medical and dental care. Psychological and social 
services promote each child and her family’s well-
being. And every girl receives general education, 
along with aggressive judicial advocacy, whenever 
possible.  
 It’s not enough to provide children with 
safehouses. They need to be adequately prepared 
both emotionally and vocationally for life outside 
residential care. That’s where their vocational 
training program comes in. They work hard to 
make sure that whenever a girl is ready to take 
the next step toward freedom she’ll have a solid 
footing upon which to stand.  
 Reintegration is so important to complete the 
journey to freedom. It’s one thing to rescue a girl 
and quite another to keep her safe and equip her 
for her future. But if she cannot be delivered to 
the shores of freedom, then the job has failed. 
Work must continue to help girls set foot on the 

solid ground of freedom.  
 Jan & Rick Schmeski and I began our plan to 
actually go to Cambodia and visit Rapha House. 
We were moved to action when we heard the 
plight of those children in Cambodia. Moved to 
‘Do Something’ to bring what we learned there 
back here to Mountain Home.  

  As I reflect on this journey 
I’ve taken around the world, I won-
der how this happened.  I’ve never 
left home for this long nor gone as 
far.  At first glance, it was the 
prompting of a friend that led me to 
go.  I had grown up with her and she 
knew that I needed to see what 
Rapha House was doing in Cambo-
dia.  She knew the Lord would moti-
vate me to action and I would not be 
able to deny it.  Even the very name 
draws you in. Rapha means 
“healing”. House of healing is a per-
fect description of the work that is 
happening there.  I feel so blessed to 
have been able to experience and 
participate in the work.  On the en-
tire trip, in the safe houses, and the 
preventative programs as well; I met 

people that denied their own personal desires, 
and chose the Lord’s way often relying on very 
little resources knowing He would provide.  He 
has provided! Now, years later, their testimony of 
faith is such an encouragement of what “living 
out loud for Christ” looks like.  It’s faith in action.   
 The main cause of trafficking in Cambodia is 
poverty.  The annual household income is $500 a 
year.  Oftentimes, a family borrows money from a  
creditor, and can’t pay the money back.  The in-
terest starts to pile up, and the creditor begins to 
threaten harm to the family.  A trafficker ap-
proaches the family, and offers a handsome 
amount for a young virgin daughter in the house-
hold.  In the Cambodian culture, it is the responsi-
bility of the females to help take care of the fami-
ly’s financial needs. So the mother thinks she is 
making a good decision for her daughter and the 
rest of the family to sell her daughter.  The 
trafficker makes many empty promises about how  

Cambodia Trip, Another “Do Something” Opportunity  
                     by Vanessa Peglar/Rick & Jan Schmeski  

continued on page 3   
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Preacher’s Pen                  By Gene McCoy 

  

From Darkness 
This Preacher’s Pen article 
is a synopsis of a recent  
sermon in the series 
entitled, “Rescued.” Audio 
recordings are available 
via e-mail upon request.  

Giving thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified 

us to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in 

Light. For He rescued us 
from the domain of 

darkness, and transferred 
us to the kingdom of His 

beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. 
Colossians 1:12-14 

 The facilities department at Southeast 
Christian Church in Louisville, KY coaxes 
birds out of the expansive worship facility 
by turning out all but a bright light in an 
exit hallway. The bird instinctively flies 
toward the light. Bob Russell, preacher, 
says the bird doesn’t really want to be in 
the auditorium, but it is trapped. He said 
they don’t want the bird in there for at 
least two reasons. First, it can be very 
disruptive to worship. But it can also be 
quite messy.  
 Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
We were trapped in the darkness of sin. 
But Jesus came as the mighty God to 
illuminate the way to salvation. If you 
don’t come to Him, God loves you so 
much that He may allow the darkness 
around you to increase so that the light 
looks brighter.  
 Paul urged the Colossian Christians to 
“give thanks to the Father, who enabled 
us to obtain our share of the inheritance 
of God’s dedicated people in the Kingdom 
of light; for he rescued us from the power 
of darkness, and brought us over into the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption and the forgiveness of 
sins” (Col. 1:12-14). Jesus describes this 
saving rescue as being turned from the 
dominion of Satan to God (Acts 26:15-18). 
Note what God has done to rescue us 
from darkness. 
HE QUALIFIED US 
 We didn’t “get qualified,” as by 
personal achievement, but He enabled us 
to receive our share of the inheritance. 
Our sufficiency is in Christ. See 2 Cor. 3:6 
and 2 Cor. 9:8. 
HE RESCUED US 
 It is from the power of darkness that 
we have been rescued. That is to say from 
the power and penalty of sin, for which 
we have received forgiveness and from 
which we have been redeemed. 
 This rescue mission was dramatic and 
dangerous. Conceived in God’s mind in 
eternity, it was initiated when the Son 
entered the realm of humanity as the 
Christ, namely Jesus. This invasion into our 
world culminated when He completed the 
work He was assigned by sacrificing 
Himself on the cross, thereby atoning for 
our sins. In His glorious bodily resurrection 
from the dead He paved the way to life 
everlasting for all those who faithfully 
follow in His train. 
 The Christian’s Passover meal is a 
commemoration of this rescue from 
bondage to liberty, from sorrow to joy and 
from darkness to light. 
HE TRANSFERRED US 
 From darkness to light 
 Jesus said, “I have come as Light into 
the world, so that everyone who believes 
in Me will not remain in darkness” (John 
12:46). When the eyes of our heart are 
enlightened (Acts 26:15-18) by the Word 
we are made to see the darkness of sin 

and our lost condition in which we are 
groping. This knowledge turns us to Jesus, 
Who is the Light. 
 From the dominion of Satan to God 
 Delivered from darkness to light 
removes us from slavery under Satan’s 
power to security of God’s power-His 
provision and protection. 
 From slavery to freedom 
 Being under the power and in the 
dominion of Satan, we are enslaved to his 
will, to idolatry, superstition and 
ignorance. In Christ, the shackles are 
removed and we are no longer at the 
mercy of temptation and guilt.  
 From condemnation to forgiveness 
 Freed from Satan’s grip we escape his 
condemnation and rejoice in forgiveness. 
We are no longer a condemned criminal 
but a son. 
 One of the great rescue accounts 
during WW2 involved the survivors of the 
sunken USS Indianapolis, who remained 
unaccounted for five days. The crew of a 
pontoon plane finally located them and 
landed on the ocean’s surface to provide 
the 56 survivors a place to await rescue 
out of the shark-infested waters. Crowded 
inside and all along both wings, the weary 
sailors could see a dim glow on the distant 
horizon. It was the searchlight on the USS 
Doyle, which was coming to rescue them. 
It represented a glimpse of hope. It would 
take four to five hours for the Doyle to 
reach them. 
 David Harrell chronicles the drama in 
his book. “I will never forget how dark 
were the early hours of that night. There 
was no moon, and the starlight was 
obscured by clouds. . . And then, far out 
on the horizon, there was a light!” Lt. Cdr. 
W. Graham Claytor was in command of 
the Doyle. Before the ship was visible on 
the horizon he had directed the 
searchlight heavenward to reflect off the 
bottom of the clouds. For hours it shone 
as a beacon of hope in the cloud-covered 
sky. Harrell testified that the results were 
electrifying among the sailors crowded in 
the pontoon plane’s fuselage and covering 
both wings. 
 “To the men who cried for water,” 
Harrell wrote, “we would say, ‘Look! See 
that light! There’s water and doctors and 
rescue coming soon!’ And men would 
settle back in hope to gaze upon that 
lovely light.” 
 Allow the Holy Spirit to work through 
you to open the eyes of those in 
darkness to see the Light.  
 

There’s a call comes ringing  
o’er the restless wave,  
“Send the light! Send the light!  
There are souls to rescue,  
there are souls to save.  
Send the light! Send the light!  

     — Charles H. Gabriel 

Missionary Here  

 

Stephen Walton,   

missionary to  

Ireland will be here the 

weekend of August 23  

Rock Garden Christian 

Service Camp started in 

West Eminence in 1940, 

then moved to moved to 

Pomona, MO. in 1995. 

The 75th Anniversary  

Celebration will be 

May 30, 2015  

in Pomona. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdaybreaksdevotions.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F03%2F15%2Fdaybreaks-for-031511-a-self-preservative%2F&ei=XCYoVdGAPMO8ggSwoYHIDQ&bvm=bv.90491159,d.eX


MEETINGS 
4     Willing Workers 1:00 

5 Benevolence 
 Ministry Team 
 Meeting 6:30 pm 
10 Mission Ministry Team 
 Luncheon-noon 
11 Elders’ Meeting 6:30 
13 Finance Ministry Team 

meeting 6:30 

1 Angie Crider 
6 Dell Pickett 
7 Mary Lou Fortier 
7 Saleem Massey 
10 Casey Hickman 
11   Angel Deutscher 
11 Tom Mahoney 
12 Ramola Henry 
17 Hubert Pickett 
17 Ashton Schmeski 
17 Joseph May 
19 Maggie Salik 
21 Susan Srutowski 
24 Christina Setzer 
26 Simon Massey 
26 Anne Mahoney 
30 Curtis Klos 
30 Alice Wyma 
30 Ed Srutowski 
30 Julian Armijo 
31 Jaxson Peglar 

Birthdays 

Family Info 
For May 

Anniversaries 

10 Gene & Becky McCoy 
14 Ken & Joyce Rhoads 
24  Richard & Leslie  
 Hytenin 
31 Steve & LaDonna 
 Mendleski 
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the daughter will have nice things, etc.  
Many times, however, the family is not paid 
the amount promised and the daughter is 
removed from her home for a long time. 
Sometimes indefinitely.  If she escape or is 
returned home, her relationship with her 
family is obviously damaged.  So the mother 
has great remorse. She has sold her daugh-
ter and still doesn’t have enough money to 
pay off her debt.  The Lord, through Rapha 
House, has so much work to do, to heal the 
daughter, to train her to be self sustaining, 
and to restore the family if possible.   
 I think the most eye-opening part of this 
experience for me was our first day at the 
Safe House.  The children go to school half 
days, which I did not know.  We were there 
in the morning time, we had just completed 
a devotion with the staff.  We were touring 
the facility.  We entered the house where 
the children sleep, and I saw a small group of 
little girls playing games on the floor.  They 
looked at us and smiled.  I thought they 
were children of the staff members. But, 
they were girls who had been rescued.   
 At this particular safe house, the young-
est was 6!  My heart was instantly broken. 
Then I learned there is a 4 year old at the 
bigger safe house!  I imagined our elemen-
tary class at church sitting there.  This must 
be stopped!  
      I want to share one story with you that I 
happen to know about.  We weren’t allowed 
to ask their stories, so I know very little 
about the girls. But this girl’s story is special.  
For the girls safety, we were asked to not 
use their real names.  Her nickname is Mon-
key.   She has been at Rapha House for 4 or 5 
years.  She and her sisters were trafficked by 
their own mother.  I had the opportunity to 
cut Monkey’s hair. She has grown into just a 
beautiful young lady inside and out.  She is 
looked up to by the younger girls and is a 
leader in the Safe House.  Her mom is in 
prison. For some time her little sister lived in 
the prison with her mother.  Rapha House 
took the necessary legal steps to allow little 
sister to move into the Safe House.  This 
little girl really hit it off with Rick, by the way.  
 Rapha House and Monkey still continued 
to minister to the mother in prison.  On one 
occasion, Monkey picked out and purchased  
a pillow and blanket and took it to the prison 
to give to her mother.  Mom was very 
moved.   
 Rapha House provides counseling ser-
vices for individuals and families. On their 
secure campus is a private school in which 
English is taught. Church and youth activities  
 

are  conducted there, as well. Various super- 
vised work projects prepare the girls to inte-
grate  into society  safely and successfully. 
Assistance continues to be provided, as 
needed, to facilitate self-sufficiency. 
 I’m overwhelmed by what I’ve seen and  
heard. What do I do now? I’m on fire with a 
“Do Something” mentality but no man pow-
er to back me up.  On our missions team 
Facebook group page I asked if anyone else 
was experiencing a bit of depression after 
returning.  To my surprise, everyone was.  
The only thing I can attribute that to is the 
enemy, who is always at work.  I think we 
were raring to do something for the Lord to 
make a difference, but  the enemy is trying 
to hold us back. 
 So what can we do?  Well, let’s stop 
sticking our heads in the sand and saying this 
problem of trafficking is only overseas.  
There are arrests made in every state.  Mi-
nors are trafficked in Arkansas.  It may look a 
little different here, but it is happening right 
under our noses.  Our trafficked children 
have been in the foster system and are often 
victims of poverty or are runaways. But 
many times they are prey for an older influ-
ential male who will pretend to be their 
friend who loves them.  He will often  buy 
them many nice things before flipping the 
switch to the trafficker role.   
 ‘Into the Light’ plans to open a rescue 
home for trafficked minor girls ages 14-18 
right here in Mountain Home, AR.  If you 
want to help, consider volunteering at the 
rescue home.  There will be intense training 
for  volunteers. But the most valuable asset 
is a loving heart and a willingness to love 
without condition. intothelight-
mthome@gmail.com is the contact email. 
 Also, consider foster parenting, 
adopting, or supporting foster families with 
babysitting, etc.  The ‘Call’ ministry (501-231
-3011) trains and equips foster/adoptive 
families and they have a resource closet.  If 
you are gifted in teaching, perhaps consider 
preventative program teaching in the school 
systems. To support Rapha House monthly, 
go to www.raphahouse.org  
 The ultimate solution is to continue to 
spread the gospel, because there is no 
trafficker if there is no consumer to his/her 
product. “SPEAK UP FOR THOSE WHO 
CANNOT SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES; ENSURE 
JUSTICE FOR THOSE BEING CRUSHED. YES, 
SPEAK UP FOR THE POOR AND HELPLESS, 
AND SEE THAT THEY GET JUSTICE” Proverbs 
31 8-9 
Let’s Do Something!  
How will you get involved today? 
 

Dollar Day is May 31. 

Start saving your one 

dollar bills! 

continued from page 1 
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION  
Matthew 28:19-20 
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Sunday Morning 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Bible Classes 

Wednesday Evening 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Bible Classes 

Preacher’s Quartet  here May 29th 
 Since they began harmonizing in 1983, the Preachers 
Quartet has maintained its original style and purpose for 
ministry. Whether it is among the standards or some of 
the newer southern gospel favorites, the message of the 
gospel and the hope of heaven is central to their minis-
try. Their music is an extension of their preaching minis-
try, each of the four being lifelong preachers in Christian 
Church congregations.  
    The preachers have presented concerts and conducted 
revivals in many Midwestern states and sung for national 
and state conventions. They were featured at the Baxter 
County Fair, presented a concert at the Bull Shoals Music 
Theatre and have ministered to the inmates at the prison 
near Calico Rock. They also performed double duty at the 
Florida Bible Conference, where they each preached 
twice and sang at several sessions. In 2008 the group had 
the privilege to preach and sing in Beijing, China. 
    Members of the group have been the same five individ-
uals throughout the 32 year period. Jack Holland, who 
retired from the preaching ministry in 2013, was the 
preacher at First Christian Church in Mtn. Grove, MO and 
now lives and worships in Forsyth, MO. Paul Hamm is 
the preacher at First Christian Church in Summersville, 
MO. Rodney Brown and his wife, Freida, minister with 

the Parkview Christian Church in Sedalia, MO. Freida is 
the group's accompanist. Gene McCoy has had the privi-
lege of ministering with the host congregation. The dura-
tion of each of the preachers' ministry at their respec-
tive congregations is between 22 and 31 years, a testimo-
ny, in part, to the good choice each made in selecting a 
wife. 

    Recordings of the quartet's music will be available for 
purchase at the concert. Please invite friends and neigh-
bors to join you for the evening of fellowship and good 
southern gospel music. 
 The group will be part of Rock Garden Service Camp’s 
75th Anniversary Celebration on May 30.  


