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‘Go Fishing’                                                 by Joyce Rhoads 

 I don’t know how people without God in 
their lives make it through difficult times, 
through which all of mankind inevitably 
suffers. I feel such strength; such peace 
when I pray to my Lord God! 
 I felt Him when my mother died in Febru-
ary 2015, when Ted Bankes died in April 
2015, when Ken & I battled through cancer  
together in 2016, when my brother died un-
expectedly in March 2017, when I lost a dear 
friend in December of 2017, when June 
Bankes passed in January, when 
Kathy Lueck passed in February and 
when my mother-in-law was dying 
this year.  I never would have made 
it through all of this heartache with-
out Him standing with me! 
 “No temptation has overtaken you ex-
cept what is common to mankind. And God 
is faithful; He will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear. But when you 
are tempted, He will also provide a way out 
so that you can endure it”, 1 Corinthians 
10:13.  What this means to me is we all will 
experience heartbreak, pain and disappoint-
ment because we are mere humans, but He 
is faithful  and provides a way for us. “God is 
faithful, who has called you into fellowship 
with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord”,  1Corin-
thians 1:9.  
 I had a conversation about this subject 
with a friend of mine years ago. His response 
was that there are all different kinds of ad-
diction going on in the world today with sub-
stance abuse, alcohol abuse, sexual abuse, 
child abuse and domestic abuse;  people 
numbing themselves so they don’t feel any-
thing. 
 I feel much sorrow for them. These are 
the people God wants us to see with His 
eyes, touch with His hands and love with His 
heart; so they, too, can have Him in their 
lives. We all have someone in our lives, our 

extended families or know of someone who 
has fallen to the horrors of addiction. They 
have no hope.  Those of us who know the 
answer to their problems is  Jesus have an 
obligation to share our faith. 
 The sermons since the beginning of the 
year have all been built around the theme of 
evangelism - spreading God’s Plan of Salva-
tion.  

 If you know and feel the need to 
share with others how God makes His 

presence felt in your life, the 
Elders have a training that has 
just begun to help with sharing 
the Gospel with unbelievers.  

 There is training provided  now in our 
church body  for people to use this proven 
evangelistic tool to share your faith with the 
lost. This method is founded upon the princi-
ple that making disciples involves the process 
of establishing and nurturing relationships. 
The method takes a person through four one
-hour sessions in the comfort of their own 
home. Some of your friends at CCMH have 
experienced this and testify to its benefit and 
ease of use.  
 Initial trainees will be our Elders, whose 
example we believe will encourage others to 
enlist for training. Those who are trained will 
be urged to then train another individual in 
its use. If we enjoy the cooperation of all, 
each generation of trainees will grow expo-
nentially.  Contact an Elder or Gene McCoy 
for more information. 

 



For other articles and 
information about our 
congregation, go online 

Preacher’s Pen                              by Gene McCoy 

 Our congregation has embarked upon 
a proven process by which Christians 
around the world have been fulfilling the 
commission of Christ. This model for 
making disciples is not only effective, but 
it is something most Christians can learn 
to use. Several are in the process of being 
trained locally. 
 Relational Discipleship, as we are 
calling it, is designed to be a lifestyle. It 
provides a framework by which the Great 
Commission practice becomes a natural 
part of daily life. While it has structure, it 
is not a program. It isn’t confrontational, 
like some evangelistic methods tend to be. 
We work with those who are willing.  
 Thus far we have established that the 
fundamental element in relational 
discipleship is genuine care for the lost. It 
isn’t merely caring about lost people, but 
rather about caring for a lost individual. 
Caring about requires no active 
involvement. Caring for does.  Caring 
about a group does not demand any active 
response, as does caring for an individual.  
 We must train our thinking along these 
lines so that our actions will appropriately 
follow. The more we discipline ourselves 
to think in terms of caring for a lost 
individual, as opposed to merely thinking 
in terms of caring about a nameless and 
faceless group, the more compelling will 
be the commission.  
 A natural place to focus our disciple-
making ministry is among people we know 
and with whom we have a relationship of 
trust and confidence. Begin among those 
with whom you enjoy credibility and in 
whose company you are comfortable. 
They will at least give you the courtesy of 
listening respectfully. 
 Be prepared, however, to engage 
people you do not know. And be 
encouraged by knowing that people 
respond positively to sincerity and 
enthusiasm. More important than a 
smooth delivery is a sincere delivery. 
 A key factor in developing a disciple-
making mentality and readiness is the 
ability to engage people in conversation 
that can be directed toward a disciple-
making opportunity. 
 One method that has proven to be  

both natural and effective utilizes the 
acronym F.O.R.M.  Engage a person in 
conversation by asking them about things 
that are important to them. These topics 
include Family, Occupation, Recreation or 
Relaxation. The “R” in the acronym gives 
you the opportunity to inquire about the 
individual’s religious background. That 
opens the door for you to deliver your 
message, which is what the “M” 
represents. The message is not the gospel 
at this point, but rather the offer to make 
four simple presentations of the gospel.  
 During the period in which the four 
presentations are made the individual is 
taught to display faith in the blood of 
Jesus by repenting of sin and being 
baptized to receive forgiveness. At the 
same time the individual is being groomed 
to make the same presentation to their 
associates.  
 This method is not the only one that 
has been effective in fulfilling the Lord’s 
commission. But utilizing this method will 
be more productive than what has been 
done in this locale. 
 Let us not be naïve in thinking that the 
process of making disciples who make 
disciples ends at the baptistery.  The Bible 
calls baptism the “new birth.” We have 
begun to implement a separate initiative 
by which new Christians may be nurtured 
toward maturity through another 
mentoring and coaching process. It is our 
design to train Christians who will take the 
newborn Christian under their wing for a 
period of several weeks, during which 
there are weekly conversations on 
specified topics that will introduce the 
new Christian to Bible teaching that gives 
a good foundation upon which to build a 
life of faithfulness and service. 
 We have been encouraged by the 
enthusiasm expressed as the groundwork 
has been progressing. We have reached 
the stage in which we hope to accelerate 
and broaden the training. Every Christian 
may partner in this worthwhile endeavor 
by praying for those being trained, as well 
as for those who will be evangelized and 
nurtured. Our hope is to glorify God by 
expanding and building up His Kingdom.  
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Disciple-Making 
Model 

Baptisms 
 

We rejoice with the 
two young ladies that 

were baptized  
recently! 

 
Jaelyn Yearman was 

baptized February 28 
and Marika Pittaway 

was baptized April 11.  
These young ladies 

are from among those 
that the youth minis-
try’s van picks up on  
Wednesday nights. 

 



Family Info For  
May/June 

 
Meetings 

 
5/13  Property Admin Team  
5/14  Willing Workers @1pm 
5/14  Family Admin Team @ 6:30 
5/18  Finance Admin Team @ noon 
5/27  Education Admin Team  
6/3  Missions Admin Team  
6/10  Worship Admin Team  
6/11  Willing Workers @1pm 
6/11  Family Admin Team @ 6:30 
6/15  Finance Admin Team @ noon 
 

Birthdays 
 

5/7   Mary Lou Fortier 
5/7  Saleem Massey 
5/8  Al Davis 
5/11  Tom Mahoney 
5/11  Bella Schmeski 
5/12  Romola Henry 
5/12  Kyle Holmes 
5/17  Hubert Pickett 
5/17  Ashton Schmeski 
5/21  Susan Srutowski 
5/21  Teresa Rasmussen 
5/25  Simon Massey 
5/26  Anne Mahoney 
5/30  Alice Wyma 
5/30  Curtis Klos 
5/30  Ed Srutowski 
5/31  Jaxson Peglar 
6/2  Samreena Massey 
6/3  Bob Hummitsch 
6/6  Stephen Walton 
6/7  Jessica Vrellaku 
6/11  Paul Mace 
6/18  Madison Schmeski 
6/19  Gail Hinds 
6/19  Kytalin Cotter 
6/19  Chiaki Belicek 
6/24  Arlene Dixon 
6/27  Gene McCoy 
6/27  David Nixon 
6/29  Cindy Duncan 
 

Anniversaries 
 

5/10  Gene & Becky McCoy 
5/14  Ken & Joyce Rhoads 
5/23  Francis & Billie Carman 
5/24  Richard & Leslie Hytinen 
5/31  Steve & LaDonna Mendleski 
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 Perhaps no one has brought so much 
attention to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ 
as Mel Gibson did in “The Passion of the 
Christ”.  
 “The point of the movie was simply 
this: to make Christians understand, in a 
visceral way, what they knew intellectually 
from reading the Bible: that Christ endured 
a horrible and brutal death in order to save 
us from our sins. It was completely success-
ful in this, and was, perhaps, the most 
powerful movie I have ever seen.”-name 
withheld. 
 Jim Caviezel, who played Jesus in the 
“Passion of the Christ”, said “He was be-
trayed by his own people and 
abandoned by everyone. My 
duty was not only to show it all 
on the screen. My real duty is 
to live in accordance with the 
Gospel every day and to give 
witness to the truth.”  
 Jim often told people he did not feel 
worthy enough to portray Jesus. In another 
interview, he told one interviewer how he 
was affected, “There are things that I went 
through that I can't even talk about. I felt 
like a great presence came within me at 
times when we were filming. This prayer 
that came from me was, 'I don't want peo-
ple to see me. I just want them to see Je-
sus. And through that conversions will hap-
pen.' That's what I wanted more than any-
thing, that people would have a visceral 
effect to finally make a decision whether to 
follow Him or not.” 
 From an interview with Mel Gibson Paul 
Fischer wrote, “Out of the need to fill a 
spiritual void in his own life, producer Mel 
Gibson turned to the Bible and the Gos-
pels, and ultimately a need to re-tell one of 
the greatest passion plays in the history of 
Mankind. Thus ‘The Passion of the Christ’ 
was born, and became an obsession for 
over a decade. Gibson’s ‘The Passion of the 
Christ’ was at least a partial solution to his 
own sense of unfulfillment.”  
 Understandably, it does not have the 
same meaning to atheists or apathetic hu-
man beings as it does to the Christian. And 
that is regrettable. 
 I wonder what the atheist thinks con-
cerning the crucifixion, which we as Chris-

tians accept as it is written in the New Tes-
tament. Since the atheist does not believe 
in a Supreme Being, what kind of response 
would that evoke when seeing the tortured 
and blood-covered Jesus? 
 The Persians created crucifixion, but 
the Romans perfected it to cause as much 
pain and torture as possible.  
 Pilate knew Jesus was innocent, yet 
washed his hands of Jesus to allow Him to 
become Herod’s problem.  Herod only 
wanted Jesus to perform a “trick” for him.  
These two were insulated from the horror 
of the torture Jesus endured. 
 One of the thieves on the cross recog-

nized Jesus’ innocence and 
asked to be remembered as 
Jesus  came into His kingdom. 
The other criminal taunted 
Jesus to save Himself if He 
were indeed God. 
 Luke 23:47 says “The cen-

turion, seeing what had happened, 
praised God and said, “Surely this was a 
righteous man.”  
 After Jesus died, Luke 23:48 tells us, 
“But all those who knew Him, including 
the women who had followed Him from 
Galilee, stood at a distance, watching 
these things.”  They really did not fully 
understand what they had just witnessed.  
 Joseph of Arimathea, who was also 
waiting for the kingdom of God, went to Pi- 
late and asked for the body of Jesus. “Now 
there was a man named Joseph, a mem-
ber of the Council, a good and upright 
man, who had not consented to their deci-
sion and action.”  Luke 23:50 
 Luke 24:9-11 tells us, “When they came 
back from the tomb, they told all these 
things to the Eleven and to all the others. 
It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and the others with 
them who told this to the apostles. But 
they did not believe the women, because 
their words seemed to them like non-
sense.” These men who had travelled with 
Jesus and witnessed His many miracles and 
listened to His teachings still did not grasp 
what he had been telling them.  
 During the 40 days after His crucifixion, 
Jesus taught the apostles many things   
                         continued on page 4 

‘Responses to the Crucifixion of Christ’                          by Joyce Rhoads 
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continued from page 3 
 
about the kingdom of Heaven and promised them the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.   
 Peter addressed the crowds of Jews on the day of 
Pentecost saying in Acts 2:23, “This Jesus, delivered 
up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge 
of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of law-
less men.” 
 Acts 2:37-38 tells us of the Jews’ response to the 
crucifixion. ‘Now when they heard this they were cut 
to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” And Peter 
said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.’ 
 I wonder have much each of us has become so 
calloused to His crucifixion  that we think little about 
it. As we take the bread and the juice each Sunday in 
communion we should remember  His sacrifice. But, 
then do we read the bulletin, talk to our neighbor or 
look at Facebook.  

  
 
 Much has been written of the very “sinful” person 
who accepts the gift of salvation knowing he  does 
not deserve God’s forgiveness.  His heart-wrenching 
repentance and zeal for the Lord after baptism and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit cannot be quenched.  
 His reaction to salvation is in stark contrast to 
those “raised in the church.” Those lives have had 
Christian examples and learned the love of God since 
childhood. It is more likely they have the more diffi-
cult time recognizing their sinfulness than that very 
“sinful” person. 
 Luke 12:48 tells us “From everyone who has been 
given much, much will be demanded; and from the 
one who has been entrusted with much, much more 
will be asked.”  Each response to Jesus’ crucifixion 
should be the same: recognize the unworthiness to 
enter Heaven on our own merit. It is only through His 
sacrifice on the cross that eternal salvation is attaina-
ble for all who believe and are washed clean through 
baptism! 
                           


