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Extended Ministry Report 
  
 Brad Berg, representing Rio 
Bravo Ministries, is scheduled to be 
with us on Sunday morning, March 
22, to report on the ministry we 
support in Piedras Negras, Mexico. 
He and his wife, Linda, were 
commissioned by the elders of 
Central Christian Church in 
Rockford, IL to 
establish this 
ministry in 
1997. They 
have faithfully 
devoted 
themselves to 
developing an 
indigenous 
ministry to the 
Mexican people across the border 
from Eagle Pass, TX. 
 Their work has been to establish 
congregations, support national 
preachers, provide leadership 
training, lead in construction 
projects, develop a financial support 
system for the ministries and to 
provide short term work projects to 
give Christians in the United States 
cross-cultural service opportunities. 
 A major indicator that their goal 
of establishing an indigenous 

ministry was achieved last year 
when Antonio Preciado, with the 
assistance of his wife, Natalia, 
became the Field Director of Rio 
Bravo Christian Ministries. 

 
Team Travels to Mexico 
  
 Six individuals representing our 
congregation will comprise a team 
of workers who will accompany 
Brad to do some work at the camp 
in Mexico. Five will pile into Brad’s 
van when he leaves Mtn. Home on 
March 22, including Dave and 
Jeanette McQueen, Norman Lueck, 
Gene McCoy and Allen Dyson. The 
sixth team member, George Rapson, 
who was part of our fellowship for 
several years, will join the team in 
Texas, where he now lives and 
serves the church as an elder. 
 The primary work project will be 
to set tile in the men’s bath house at 
the church camp. Please pray for a 
productive week of service. 

Rio Bravo Mission  

Rio Bravo Christian Ministries 
exists for the purpose  of sharing 
the Good News of Jesus Christ 
along the north border of Mexico 
in the state of Coahuila. We 
preach and teach the gospel, we 
nurture and disciple people into 
Christ. 
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For other articles and 
information about our 
congregation, go online 
 

Preacher’s Pen                  by Gene McCoy 

 Have you ever dreamt you were 
falling? Some have said you will die if you 
do not awake before you hit the ground. 
Have you dreamt you were in public and 
wearing only your underwear? I think I 
have come closer to dying from this 
dream than that in which I was falling! 
 As horrifying as any dream, however, 
is the realization that we are standing 
naked before God. It would be eternally 
tragic to die in that condition! 
 According to the Hebrew writer 
(4:13), “no creature is hidden from his 
sight, but all are naked and exposed to 
the eyes of him to whom we must give 
account.” ESV 
 In the Genesis 3 account of man’s fall 
there is the realization of sin and the 
reality of grace. Man realized he was 
naked and was ashamed. The reality of 
grace, however, is that God clothes us so 
that we may stand unashamed before 
Him. 
Realization of Sin — Naked and 
Ashamed 
 When their eyes were opened and 
they realized they were naked, Adam and 
Eve sought cover for themselves by 
sewing fig leaves together to conceal 
their nakedness. This apparently satisfied 
them. But they apparently doubted it 
would satisfy God. For when God 
approached, they sought cover from Him. 
Though physically covered and hidden, 
they were still exposed to the holy 
scrutiny of God. There is a nakedness 
man cannot cover. 
 Despite every effort to cover our 
nakedness with our “Sunday best” fig leaf 
outfit, cosmetics or fragrances, we are 
still exposed and ashamed when God 
comes calling. 
 The Lord still knocks at the door of 
the church (Rev. 3:15-22). Some are so 
absorbed in the ceremony and 
sanctimony to hear His plaintive plea for 
admission. Do we think our religious 
rituals and pious prayers and sufficient to 
cover our nakedness will the fig leaves of 
a sanctified vocabulary and worshipful 
motions render us presentable to God? 
Our masks and masquerades are part and 
parcel of hypocritical holiness—coverings 
we make for ourselves. As J. Spender 
says, we try to cover our vices with the 
cloak of virtue. 
 As resourceful as we are in our 
attempts to cover our nakedness with 
clothes of our own devising, we are still 
naked and ashamed because the God to 
Whom we give account looks at the 
thoughts and intentions of our heart. 
 It is only when we come to the 
realization that God sees us for who we 
really are that we are positioned to 
receive His grace. Only by His grace may 
we stand before Him clothed and 
unashamed. 

Reality of Grace —Clothed and 
Unashamed 
 Being “laid bare” before God is an 
awesome, if not fearful consideration. His 
word is “living and active and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, and piercing 
as far as the division of soul and spirit, of 
both joints and marrow, and able to 
judge the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart” (Heb. 4:12). All who stand before 
Him are seen for who they truly are, and 
in contrast to what or Who He truly is. 
 The handcuffed criminal will conceal 
his face by burying his chin in his chest. 
According to William Barclay, the 
ancients positioned a dagger under the 
criminal’s chin so that he had to keep his 
head up so that his face would be seen by  
all and their dishonor felt by the guilty. 
 We turn our face from people in 
whose presence we are ashamed. But we 
are compelled to look into the face of 
Him before Whom we are laid bare. 
 We hide from God because of fear. He 
seeks for us because of grace. It is only by 
His grace that sinners are able to stand in 
His presence unashamed. The reason is 
that we have exchanged the dirty rags of 
our own righteousness for the robe of 
righteousness (Is. 61:10), with which we 
are clothed by God.  
 We hide from God because we, like 
Paul, feel like a wretch in our common 
struggle between the spirit and the flesh 
(Rom. 7:24). We acknowledge our 
nakedness apart from the Lord’s robe of 
righteousness that covers our sin, 
thereby producing confident assurance 
that we may stand before God 
unashamed.  
 What can wash away my sin and 
make me whole again? Nothing but the 
blood of Jesus. Amazing grace that saves 
a wretch like me! 
 No one needs to stand before God 
naked and ashamed, for just as God 
provided coverings for Adam and Eve, so 
has He provided the robe of 
righteousness for all who display faith in 
the blood of His Son when they are 
baptized into Jesus for the forgiveness of 
all sin (Gal. 3:27). 
 When He shall come with trumpet 
sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found 
dressed in His righteousness alone, 
faultless to stand before the throne.  
       — Edward Mote 
 Just as the rebellious son in Jesus’ 
parable learned, the loving Father waits 
with open arms to welcome home the 
wandering child. He will throw His arms 
and His robe around the returning child. 
 “There is no man who would not 
rather die than that all which he knows of 
himself should be known to the world.”  
        - I. Williams 
 Clothed in God’s grace we may stand 
in His presence unashamed.  

Brad Berg, with 

our mission to 

Rio Bravo in 

Mexico, will be 

here the  

weekend of 

March 22  

 

See the article 

on the front 

page 

"9th Hour Prayer  
Ministry.... 

Join the  
Conversation".   

 
More information 

available leading up 
to the date. 

Naked  
Before God 
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MEETINGS 
2      Willing Workers 1:00 

3 Benevolence 
 Ministry Team 
 Meeting 6:30 pm 

8 Education Ministry  
  Team meeting 
9 Elders’ Meeting 6:30 
11 Finance Ministry Team 

 Meeting 
22 Brad Berg here 
22 Work Team to Mexico 

5   Courtney Pickett 
7   Riley Peglar 
8       Ken Fortier 
8   Lindy Lueck 
9   Dick Schneider 
9   Jim Lillis 
11   Norman Belicek 
13   Mike Mittermeyer 
15  Ivadel Cotter 
15   Ernest McFarland 
17 Mel Peters 
21 Jerry Rose 
25 Bonnie Peters 
26 Ken Rhoads 
28 Louise Calloway 
28   Millicent Byrd 

Birthdays 

Family Info 
for 

March 
 If I said the name Joseph S. Bon-
sall, you probably wouldn't know 
who that was; unless you already 
knew the names of those involved 
in the singing group, the Oak Ridge 
Boys. He is the author of the book 
named in the above title. In it Jo-
seph calls himself “Joey” to distin-
guish him from his father, who is 
also Joseph, and is the person re-
ferred to as G.I. Joe.  Lillie is Joey's 
mother. G.I.Joe and Lillie met while 
on active duty in the service during 
World War II.   
 As you get acquainted 
with these real life charac-
ters, you find yourself 
drawn into their lives for a 
brief time. Their back-
grounds were similar, in as much 
as they both left homes where 
there was little or no love in evi-
dence. 
 Yelling, cursing, alcohol abuse, 
emotional cruelty or indifference 
permeated the small, dilapidated 
house facing the railroad tracks of 
Joe's house.  Even when trains 
weren't shaking the neighborhood, 
it still rang with shouting.  Within 
his whole crowded household, Joe 
received only a paltry amount of 
love from his mother. 
 While Lillie's family also lacked 
love and affection, there was an 
entirely different atmosphere.  In-
stead of the chaos of Joe's dysfunc-
tional family, Lillie's was one of re-
ligious rule keeping, accompanied 
by strict discipline.  Although the 
large, poor family was in church 
three times a week, Lillie's father 
cruelly kept all the children in line 
with regular, undeserved beatings. 
 The one spot of brightness in 

Lillie's life was her mother's love.  
Compared to the love of Jesus, our 
“sun of righteousness”, Lillie's 
mother exhibited a birthday can-
dle's worth of warmth and love.  
However, Lillie grew that small 
amount of affection given her, until 
it totally filled her.  You could de-
scribe her life as one of love and 
devotion.  Not only did she love 
and serve her country, but her hus-
band Joe received those precious 
gifts all their married life.      

 When Joe and Lillie 
met, Joe had been to war 
and had come home with 
multiple, serious wounds.  
The emotional trauma 
that he experienced 

growing up was met by the physi-
cal terrors of horrific experiences 
on the battlefield.  He went into 
battle wounded emotionally on the 
inside, and came home wounded 
physically on the outside.  Neither 
of these injuries completely healed 
all the rest of his life.   
 You may be asking, “What does 
this book report have to do with 
prayer?”   
 You never know just how much 
influence the light of the love of 
Jesus, shining through you into the 
world, may help others.  If it true, 
let people know you love them, by 
telling them you pray for them. 
   
Grace and Peace,   
Louise Addington 
 
 
 
This is the first of three articles on 
the subject of things related to 
prayer.   

G.I. Joe & Lillie              By Louise Addington 

Anniversaries 

12 Bill & Reba Rorie 
21   Dick & Lynn Huett 
28   Mel & Bonnie Peters 
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION  
Matthew 28:19-20 
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Sunday Morning 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Bible Classes 

Wednesday Evening 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Bible Classes 

Technology, Isn’t It Great?      

             by Joyce Rhoads 
 
 Or is it?  
 Probably every household I come into contact with 
has a cell phone.  Almost all have computers and 
notepads. 
 Ken & I went out for Valentine’s 
Day on Friday night to avoid the 
crowds and wait time. After we had 
been there a few minutes, a couple 
came in. They told the hostess they 
needed a table for eight, but they 
did not wait together. 
 The mother was zoned in on her 
cell phone the entire time they waited. During that 
time, Grandpa & Grandma delivered the couple's four 
little boys. They looked like they were ages eight, six, 
four and 2 years old. 
 The mother did not interact with those precious 
little guys but an occasional comment. She continued 
peering into her cell phone. The father held a couple 
of the little guys for a while. 

 Grandma & Grandpa engaged the boys in conver-
sation about how school was, did they exchange val-
entines; normal conversation that a parent would be 
having with their children that were away at school all 
day. 
 The restaurant did not have a table for eight at 

that time, so they split them into 
two booths that were next to each 
other. 
 During our meal I looked over 
at the young family and three of 
the four children were with 
Grandma & Grandpa, who were 
engaging them and laughing and 
enjoying them. The mother was 
still sifting through the endless 

information contained in her cell phone. 
 I was enjoying the children’s enthusiasm and that 
of the grandparents (who apparently had had them 
since school ended), as they interacted with the chil-
dren.  I expected to see the parents equally excited to 
be with their children once they were seated. 
 What a disappointment. 


