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‘Four Years Does Make A Difference’
Those of us my age or older know that
four years is a mere whisper in time.
I was working at summer camp one year
as the kitchen director. There was always at
least one teenage camper wanting to talk to
an adult; not many, but some!
James was the one kid that summer that
hung around the kitchen area asking to do
whatever he could for me. He was 15.
We were preparing for a family ice cream
social; where the camper’s families could
come out and enjoy some home made ice
cream and desserts with their camper.
There was an elderly man more than
twice my age who enjoyed the food and fun
that night, obviously someone’s grandfather.
James was very vocal to me about his
wonderment concerning that man, which we
learned later was a World War I veteran.
James could not see what that man had
to offer. He wondered out loud how that
man could be enjoying himself as he walked
through the camp with his walker.
I told him he was looking at that man
with the eyes of a 15 year old; not seeing all
that he had already been through.
That 15 year old did not see that young
kid playing in the creek, skipping rocks across
the water, shooting bull frogs as they surfaced on the pond, racing to see who could
jump into the water first, trying to see who
could hold their breath under water the
longest.
James did not see the boy that grew into
a young man flirting with the prettiest girl in
class, the man that wrote love letters to her
when she moved away from him, the man
that moved on with his broken heart and
became the farmer down the road that
brought extra produce to the church to share
with those who didn’t have a garden.
James did not see the man that left his
wife and small children to defend his country
during World War I. He did not see the man
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use all that he learned as that young boy,
that young man and eventually as that father
to be able to survive war-time horror and
come home to his family.
James looked at the walker and the wrinkles and the gray hair and wondered what
that man could possibly have to offer anyone.
I said to James those words I remember
hearing when I voiced my thoughts to my
mother about the old man sleeping through
the sermon. She talked to me about all he
could possibly have experienced and how
much he probably could remember to answer all those questions stirring in my head.
So, I shared that with James. Fortunately,
James was the type of kid that asked questions and actually listened and absorbed the
answers. Yes, I know he was a rare teenage
boy.
Later, I saw James interacting with
‘Grandpa’. I watched as he talked with the
man. I watched as he helped him with his
food. I watched as he shared laughter with
the man. I watched as he showed respect for
that man and all that he had seen in his
many years on this earth.
James grew that day. I could see it in his
eyes later as he interacted with those younger than him and those older. I lost track of
him years ago, but I feel confident he left
camp that summer with a new understanding of the value of the different places we are
in life.
So, in remembering James, I think about
all of the people I have been fortunate to
interact with these last four years as the secretary to this church body. You have shown
me your big hearts, your kindness, your joy,
your sadness, your contentment, your anxiety, your secrets and your love for the Father.
It was the BEST four years!
Thank you.

Preacher’s Pen

by Gene McCoy

BACKGROUND
For other articles and
information about our
congregation, go online

Dollar Day
Ministry

Dollar Day was borne out of an
interesting situation in which an individual
gave me $1,000.00 to use for anything I
chose, including a personal vacation,
jewelry for my wife, etc. After weeks of
agonizing over the best way to use the gift,
I determined to use it as seed money to
launch a meaningful ministry that would
benefit everyone involved.
The benefit to recipients is obvious.
They receive much-needed cash to help
them bear a financial burden. The benefit
to contributors is not as obvious. Sure,
there is satisfaction in giving assistance to
people in need. But this isn’t about making
us feel good. The real benefit goes much
deeper.
MEANING

Please join
Gordon and Louise
Addington
here July 1, between
3-5 pm for cake and
punch celebrating
their 50th
anniversary.

Baptism
Praise!
Kyle Holmes was baptized on a Sunday
night last month! He is
the son of Zac & Jennifer Holmes . We
rejoice with Kyle and
his family. Many
friends and family
members were able to
be present.
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The design is to help us develop a
continual sensitivity and awareness to the
needs of those around us. And to be ever
conscious of our role as ambassadors for
Christ. On the surface, it appears to be
merely a benevolence initiative. But it is
designed to be much more significant and
meaningful than that. Its purpose is as
much about helping us develop the
sensitivity to be the Lord’s eyes, ears,
hands and feet as it is about assisting
someone in need.
As we set aside one dollar bills into our
“Dollar Day Stash” (much like people
empty their pockets of change into a
container at the end of each day), we thank
God for blessing us so that we have
something to share with those in need
(Eph. 4:28). This makes Dollar Day a daily
worship opportunity! When the quarterly
Dollar Day offering rolls around, we grab
our stash of one dollar bills that have been
accumulating and we present them as a
sacrifice of thanksgiving to God while
contributing to meet the need of another
person.
But we miss the ultimate purpose if we
forget that our mission is to evangelize lost
people. Dollar Day is to be more of an
evangelistic method than a benevolence
ministry. It follows the principle that
meeting someone’s material needs may
open a door of evangelism to meet their
spiritual needs. Ideally, Dollar Day
recipients are people we hope to
evangelize with the gospel. In other words,
the mission of Dollar Day is to extend well
beyond the gift of money. The gift merely
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opens the door to a relationship that has
disciple-making as its ultimate goal.
METHOD
How are recipients of Dollar Day
offerings identified? Everyone in the
congregation is to be on the lookout for
people in legitimate need – acquaintances
and associates who have encountered a
financial hardship. That is an opportunity
for Christians to make an impact in a
material way that could result in an
opportunity to make a spiritual impact – to
provide a temporal benefit that could lead
to providing an eternal benefit.
How are recipients determined?
Communicate the need of an acquaintance
or associate to a member of our Family
Administrative Team. This team is
comprised of our elders. Verify the
legitimacy of the need by your personal
knowledge of the individual’s situation.
The Family Administrative Team (elders)
then select a recipient.
How does the recipient receive the
money? The elders give the cash to the
person who nominated the recipient. That
person personally delivers the money to
their acquaintance in need, along with the
prayers of the congregation and the request
for the opportunity to offer our message of
reconciliation and hope.
Is the name of the recipient publicized?
No. The only ones who know the identity
of the recipients are those directly involved
in the process, specifically the individual
who nominated the recipient and the
Family Administrative Team, which may
include a few select individuals who assist
the elders in their benevolence ministry.
The next Dollar Day offering is slated
for July 29. Please participate by notifying
us of people with legitimate need. Please
set aside those one dollar bills that are
making your wallet too fat. Pray that the
recipient receives more from us than cash.
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‘Youth Ministry-Summer Style’
The student ministry just got back from
last week’s CIY Mix event. It was a fantastic
trip! We would like to thank so many of you
who made it possible. You prayed for our
trip (please continue to do so), you showed
up to our car wash, you gave one-time gifts,
and you personally sponsored students so
they could be equipped to grow closer to
Christ and serve in His Church. You may not
have been there to see
them worship, study,
and come together as a
group but it was truly
wonderful. Keep praying to see the fruit of His
Spirit in their lives moving forward.
As I type these
words, I am listening to
a playlist of the worship songs from the trip.
If you would like to do this as well you can
search, “CIY MIX – Contrast 2018” on Spotify. Part of me is listening to these songs
because I enjoy them. I also wonder if part
of me is listening to these songs to try to relive those exciting “mountain top” moments. Those who follow Jesus tend to talk
about triumphant and troubling times in
terms of a mountain top and a valley. It
seems to happen after every conference,
service, mission trip, or sermon that really
hits the mark. Eventually you have to go
back to life; back to reality. The issues you
deal with in your day to day are still there
waiting for you. How do we transition well?
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It helps to realize that just because we
may be coming down from that “mountain
top” it doesn’t mean we are automatically
in the deepest part of the valley. Sure, the
view may be a little less “spectacular,” but if
you take a look around you will still see
beauty all around you. Don’t forget how
blessed you truly are to be following the
path of Jesus. Thank God for that time of
blessing, take it with you,
and share it with those
who may need to be lifted
up as you were. Can you
imagine how the Apostle
John must have felt when
he came back from a vision of Heaven to find himself still exiled to the mining island of Patmos? He
could have slipped into despair. Instead he
took pen to paper and wrote a letter to encourage Christians going through hard
times. Perhaps you went to the mountain
so you could deliver a message. The message is this: we do not need to fear the valley because we walk with the confidence
that one day we will live in the reality of the
mountain top in God’s presence.
It doesn’t matter if you are a student
who has to go back to school, a sponsor
who has a 9-5 (or 8-6?), or even someone
who is retired. Our God is always with us
and our God is always for us. Until we get
to that “mountain top” let’s glorify Him in
our Mountain Home.

Women of Worth Bible Study
The Women of Worth Bible Study will
begin Wednesday, September 5, 2018 at
9:30 a.m. in the Community room here at
Christian Church of Mountain Home.
The first day will be an Overview of the
study of the Book of Isaiah. Materials will be
given to each attendee at the meeting on
September 5th free of charge.
The first study of Isaiah will begin September 13, 2018.
All women in the community are welcome. Inviting friends, family and neighbors
helps to make the study fun.
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Contact Arlene Dixon @ 870-424-2869 for
additional information.

CONTACT

Family Info For July/August
Meetings
7/8
7/8
7/9
7/9
7/15
7/20
7/29
8/12
8/13
8/13
8/17
8/19
8/26

Property Admin Team @ noon
Show Me Speaker/Missions
Potluck @ noon
Willing Workers @1pm
Family Admin Team @ 6:30
Education Admin Team @ noon
Finance Admin Team @ noon
Dollar Day
Worship Admin Team
Willing Workers @1pm
Family Admin Team @ 6:30
Finance Admin Team @ noon
McCoys 25th Anniversary @ noon
Education Admin Team @ noon

7/1
7/2
7/2
7/5
7/7
7/7
7/9
7/15
7/15
7/17
7/17
7/18
7/24
7/25
7/26
7/27
7/31
8/2
8/5
8/6
8/7
8/8
8/10
8/12
8/13
8/15
8/17
8/18
8/19
8/20
8/21
8/23
8/24
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/28
8/30
8/30
8/31

Birthdays
Brian Duncan
Rick Schmeski, Sr.
John Badsky
Gzim Vrellaku
Elaine Leu
Ted May
Jean Burden
Mary Bettenhausen
Cate Jackson
Carissa Hayward
Elisha Walton
Audrey Gyles
Vanessa Peglar
Judy Hummitsch
Gordon Sowle
Numreta McFarland
Jay Henry
Mary Douglas
Lynn Huett
Kim May
Tamara Pickett
Trinity Hohn
Barkley Terry
Jessica Pitchford
Dakota Townsend
Brad Berg
Bill Hood
Vicky Wolf
Landon Crider
Francis Carman
Thelma Hill
Chris Nosari
Jon Gambold
Larry Buckland
Leslie Hytinen
Bruce Wolf
Dale Doman
Mary Snyder
Marsha Frogge
Jay Lanning

7/1
7/6
7/15
7/29
8/8
8/10
8/11
8/13
8/27

Anniversaries
Addingtons 50th!
Bill & Rose Hood
Hubert & Janet Pickett
Barkley & Megan Terry
Brian & Cindy Duncan
Larry & Ellen Buckland
Jerry & Nancy Rose
Bernie & Thelma Hill
Rollo & Sandy Selle
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Join Us
August 5, 2018 — August 9, 2018
6-8 pm

To register your child,

CCMHAR 2018 VBS

Check out the website below

https://vbspro.events/p/events/7ef53b

Venture onto an uncharted island
where kids survive and thrive. Anchor
kids in the truth that Jesus carries
them through life’s storms.
July/August 2018

Contact Mary Bettenhausen to help out
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