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     Hardly anyone was surprised by the wave of 
rainbow-hued celebration which poured from 
homosexuals and their liberal supporters with the 
Supreme Court’s decision on June 26, legalizing 
same-sex marriage in all 50 states. Cries of 
“victory” resounded from Main Street to the 
White House. 
     No less surprising were the cries of alarm from 
conservative voices of those who define marriage 
(millions having done so at the ballot-box in their 
states) as a covenant between one man and one 
woman. Many conservative Christians and their 
leaders fall within this group. News media, social 
media and everyday conversations are now filled 
with expressions of concern, with questions and 
opinions about how the Court’s decision will im-
pact our churches, jobs, schools and our individual 
freedoms. 
      Even the minority Justices 
of the Supreme Court itself 
sounded the alarm following 
the 5-4 decision. In an unusual 
response all four dissenting 
justices wrote individual dis-
senting opinions. Chief Justice 
John Roberts, along with justices Clarence Thom-
as, Antonin Scalia and Samuel Alito, were not so 
concerned with the specifics of same-sex marriage 
laws as with the idea that the decision exceeded 
the authority of the Supreme Court by legislating 
from the Bench rather than simply interpreting 
whether the complaint before the Court was con-
stitutional. 
     Many predict that the battle is far from over, 
and that the question of the definition of marriage 
will intensify just as the definition of life was 
pushed into the front lines of national debate by 
Roe v. Wade. People who believe that life begins 
at conception certainly did not fade into the back-
ground and are continuing to win battles to pro-
tect the unborn. It is predictably certain that those 
of us who believe in natural marriage will not take 
a back seat, either, in the struggle to right this 
wrong. Nor should we. 
     In the meantime, we can expect this decision to 
open the door to many challenges at the grass-
roots level. Justice Alito predicted in his dissent, 
““It will be used,” he writes, “to vilify Americans 

who are unwilling to assent to the new ortho-
doxy.” That would be us, conservative Christians 
who look to the teachings of the Bible, God’s 
Word, for instruction on how to live. 
     Even before the High Court acted we have been 
aware of specific legal challenges to Christians in 
business with reference to same-sex marriage: a 
Christian florist in Washington who is the target of 
a lawsuit because she would not violate her con-
science to prepare arrangements for a same-sex 
wedding; professional photographers in Albuquer-
que who would not, as Christians, photograph a 
same-gender wedding--charged with discrimina-
tion, fined thousands of dollars and ordered to 
comply, forcing them to give up wedding photog-
raphy completely; a bakery fined $135,000 dollars 
for refusing in conscience to prepare a cake for a 
same-sex wedding. And even five preachers in 

Houston served with subpoenas asking 
for their preaching and teaching manu-
scripts in a witch-hunt for speech oppos-
ing the City’s sexual orientation/gender 
identity law—an action so onerous to 
the public that the City had to back 
down. 

     This is not the whole list. But combined with 
the U. S. Supreme Court’s decision, more than 
enough to make people of faith concerned—even 
worried. After all, churches and synagogues have 
been the venue-of-choice for celebrating wed-
dings since—well, for centuries. What will happen 
when homosexual couples ask to use the church 
building for their same-sex wedding? What will 
happen when a homosexual couple askes the 
preacher to conduct a service for their same-sex 
wedding? 
     Churches not committed to the Scripture as the 
rule of faith and practice have already jumped on 
the same-sex wedding bandwagon. But churches 
like ours are prepared (by their very nature as a 
Bible-following fellowship) to not comply with the 
Supreme Court’s ruling. 
     What will happen? It is unlikely that same-sex 
couples will be pounding on the doors of CCMH to 
have what they call their wedding here. But not 
impossible. 
     In Matthew 10:16 we read that when Jesus sent  
                Continued on Page 3 
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Preachers Pen            by Gene McCoy 

 The captain of a cruise ship hosted a 
special dinner to honor the 80-year-old 
passenger who had gone overboard and 
rescued the young woman who had 
fallen off the main deck into the ocean. 
After the customary toasts and 
accolades, the old man was asked to say 
a few words. “The first thing I’d like to 
do,” said the octogenarian, “is to find 
the person who pushed me!” 
 When we flounder in the floods of 
life, flailing until we almost drown, we 
may wonder how we got in over our 
heads. But the primary concern is how 
to get out – alive! We hope someone 
will throw us a lifeline and rescue us 
from the flood.  
 There are basically two reasons 
people flounder in the floods of life. It is 
either because of their sin or the sin of 
others. Since it is sin that gets us into 
these floods, our only escape is a Savior. 
To survive the floods, therefore, one 
must know the Savior and accept His 
salvation, including His timing. This 
account of Israel’s rescue by means of 
the Red Sea provides some principles 
that should help us approach the floods 
in confident hope and appreciate God’s 
rescue. 
God’s rescue is not always swift, but it 
is always sure. 
 The most direct and quick route to 
the Promised Land would have taken the 
Israelites into Philistine territory, where 
they most certainly would have been 
embroiled in battle. Israel was not battle 
ready, having been in bondage for a 
generation. God knew Israel would likely 
return to Egypt instead of fight 
(Ex.13:17). So God led them to the sea, 
where He would demonstrate His power 
and presence. The deliverance through 
the sea would not only impress upon 
Israel that God cared for them, but it 
would also embolden them in 
conquering Canaan and intimidate their 
enemies (e.g., Rahab and Jericho; read 
Joshua 2:8-10). It also appears that God 
rescued Israel at the last possible 
moment, which was another faith-
building opportunity. 
The focus is not on man’s deliverance 
but on God’s glory. 
 God told Moses He would harden the 
Pharaoh’s heart, prompting him to chase 
after the escaping Israelites. But God 
also told Moses he would rescue them 
by delivering them through the sea on 
dry land. But why would God do or allow 
this? He explained that the ultimate 
result would be that He would be 
honored, that the Egyptians would know 
that He is the Lord, and that all would 
see His salvation (Exodus 14:4, 13, 16). 
 When floundering and flailing in life’s 
floods, know that God hears your cries 
for deliverance and that your rescue will 
come at a time and in a way that God 
will receive eternal glory and praise. 

Obstacles are not an occasion for fear 
but for faith. 
 When your back is against the wall, 
look to God. God allows us to get into 
impossible situations so we will learn to 
trust and depend upon Him as our only 
way out. God always has a plan, His 
angels poised to help. 
 Moses told the people, “Do not fear! 
Stand by and see the salvation of the 
Lord. . . . The Lord will fight for you while 
you keep silent (or calm).” 
 The eyes of faith are able to see that 
What appears to be a dead end is 
actually a thoroughfare. 
 When we follow the Lord, the path 
leads not to disaster, but to deliverance; 
not to defeat, but to victory; from 
nowhere to somewhere. To the eye of 
flesh the road may seem to be a dead 
end. But the eye of faith accepts the fact 
that God has a glorious destination in 
view. Don Moen wrote the lyric, “God 
will make a way where there seems to 
be no way” (Integrity’s Hosanna! Music ccli 
341098). 
The way of deliverance is rarely seen on 
the surface.  
 God’s ways, however, are often 
beyond the obvious. They are usually  
inscrutable to man. That we do not see a 
way, therefore, does not mean God does 
not have a way. 
Rescue follows resignation, often 
coming after human resources are 
exhausted. 
 Lifeguards know that a drowning 
victim can endanger the life of the 
rescuer. On one occasion a certified 
lifeguard waited to enter the water to 
save a drowning man until the victim 
began to sink, having expended all his 
energy and his arms and legs grew tired 
and limp.  
 The spiritual lesson is obvious. Just as 
a drowning man cannot be saved until 
he stops struggling,  so it is with all who 
would be saved by Christ. It is only when 
we come to the end of ourselves that 
God is able to rescue us. 
 One wise soul confessed, “I didn’t 
realize God was all I needed until God 
was all I had.” This realization is the 
precursor to experiencing God’s rescue 
from the floods in life. 
 Woody Allen, whose career as an 
actor and comedian spanned the last 
half of the last century, reportedly made 
the following statement in a 
commencement address. “You have 
entered a crossroads of life. Down one 
road is despondency and despair; down 
the other road is total annihilation. I sure 
hope you make the right choice.” This 
expresses the hopelessness of those 
who, like Israel of old, fail or forget to 
acknowledge the power and presence of 
God. By His mighty hand of deliverance 
we, like the Israelites, may experience 
His victory and resulting freedom. 

from This Evil 
Age 

This Preacher’s Pen article 
is a synopsis of a recent  
sermon in the series 
entitled, “Rescued.” Audio 
recordings are available via 
e-mail upon request.  

Thus the Lord saved 

Israel that day from the 

hand of the Egyptians. 

   Exodus 14:31 

Ireland Missionary Here 
 Stephen Walton, the 
missionary we support in 
Ireland, will be here the 
weekend of August 23. He 
will preach & provide an 
update on our ministry in 
Ireland. 
 The Waltons’ visas 
have been denied but 
they are being allowed to 
stay in Ireland for now. 
Since their son, Silas, was 
recently born in Ireland, it 
makes the situation more 
complex. He has U.S. citi-
zenship and they have 
applied for Irish citizen-
ship. Please pray for this 
visa situation to be re-
solved.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdaybreaksdevotions.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F03%2F15%2Fdaybreaks-for-031511-a-self-preservative%2F&ei=XCYoVdGAPMO8ggSwoYHIDQ&bvm=bv.90491159,d.eX


MEETINGS 
3 Willing Workers 1:00 

4 Benevolence 
 Ministry Team  6:30 pm 
10 Elders’  6:30 
12 Finance Ministry  Team 
23 Missions Ministry 
 Team Luncheon-noon 

2   Mary Douglas 
6   Kim May 
7   Tamara Pickett 
7   Lynn Huett 
10   Barkley Terry 
14   Bailey Byrd 
15   Brad Berg 
18   Vicky Wolf 
19   Landon Crider 
21   Thelma Hill 
23   Chris Nosari 
24   Jon Gambold 
26   Leslie Hytinen 
27 Bruce Wolf 
30   Mary Snyder 

Birthdays 

Family Info 
For August 

Anniversaries 

4   Mike & Sandy Lloyd 
11 Jerry & Nancy Rose  
13   Bernie & Thelma Hill 
18   Don & Judy Truitt 
29   Brad & Charin Adams 
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Continued from Page 1 
the Twelve out to proclaim and heal He 
warned them, “I am sending you out like sheep 
among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as 
snakes and as innocent as doves.” –NIV. I know 
we don’t particularly like snakes, but they were 
considered crafty and Jesus said we should use 
that attribute in dealing with the world. In the 
next verse he told them (and us) to “be on 
guard” against those in the world who will op-
pose the Good News. 
     So should we worry? No. We should be wise 
and we should be on guard. 
     The purpose of this article is to let you know 
as the people of Christian Church of Mountain 
Home that the threats of the non-believing 
world are not happening without the notice of 
your eldership. At our meeting on July 13 the 
elders began to process and pray about the 
ramifications for the church—our local church--
of the Supreme Court’s decision. We are re-
affirming our commitment to the truth of Scrip-
ture, and studying the practical counsel of Chris-
tians who have already gone head-to-head with 
the courts and legislative systems of our land—

which we admit, for the most part do us good 
rather than harm. But we are seeking to be wise 
as serpents.   
     Among the Christian resource groups whose 
advice we are considering are the Family Coun-
cil, led by our friend, Jerry Cox, in Little Rock; 
and the Alliance Defending Freedom, a group 
already acting on behalf of believers who are 
being challenged in the courts, and whose expe-
rience may be a helpful guide to us. 
     And we welcome your counsel, too. Share 
your thinking with us. The bottom line is that 
regardless of any possible consequences we will 
always and for all time use only the teaching of 
Scripture as our rule for faith and practice. That 
is a settled position. That doesn’t mean that 
wisdom can’t help us take some practical ac-
tions which will help the sometimes antagonis-
tic outside world understand the truth that 
undergirds who we are and what we do. 
     We commit to not worry. We commit to be 
wise.  
     In the next CONTACT I hope to share some 
thoughts on what may be even more challeng-
ing—being gentle as doves.       
 

$$$$ Dollar Day $$$$ is 
August 30th. Start saving 

your dollar bills! 

Women of Worth Bible Study          by Arlene Dixon & Janet Pickett 

 ‘Women of Worth Bible Study’ will resume 
this Fall, after a brief suspension of meetings. 
For 22 years, area women have been gathering 
to study simply from God’s word. A number of 
very capable Christian ladies rotate teaching 
duties. Over the years,  this group has 
covered every book of the Bible, 
except Revelation, twice.  
 The study will include the Books 
of Romans (the #1 pick), 1 and 2 
Corinthians and Galatians. The study 
is open to all women in the commu-
nity.  
 “‘Women of Worth Bible Study’ is a joy in 
which to be involved. I have met Christian wom-
en from many other churches in the area.  We 
have maintained friendship for many years.  Not 
only do we  learn more of the Bible from each 
other; we have great fellowship lasting now and 
into eternity.”    Arlene Dixon  
 “Women of Worth has a special place in my 

heart.  We have made so many dear  
friends and learned so much from the study of 
God's Word--one word--Priceless!  I have been 
reading through Romans this summer in antici-
pation of the study.”   Janet Pickett 

 The format for the Bible study is 
meant to be a daily devotion time at 
home, with group study on Wednes-
day mornings.  We have discussion 
questions which are filled out ahead 
of time; then we share our answers 
at the weekly meeting.  This year 
instead of a lecture at the end, we 

are allowing more time for small group study 
and a devotion at the end of the session.  
 For more information, please contact Louise 
Addington at 492-4336, Janet Picket at 404-
8232 or Arlene at 424-2869. Orientation 
meeting is September 9 from 9:30 –11 a.m. in 
the Community Room at CCMH. 

Baptism 

Chloe Lydon 

was baptized into Christ at 

Rock Garden Christian 

Service Camp in July 
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION  
Matthew 28:19-20 
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Sunday Morning 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Bible Classes 

Wednesday Evening 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Bible Classes 

 The summer began with a blistering heat as we 
began serving alongside Care Center Ministry (a faith-
based drug rehab home for men in our community) as 
they offered a "Sidewalk Sunday School" at NorthStar 
apartments.  There was a slip-n-slide, various games, 
and a few water games as well.  There were also free 
hot dogs, chips, and bottled water 
for our guests.  The guests are the 
residents of Northstar apartments, 
and three other apartment com-
plexes in the area that are shuttled 
in.   
 The goal of this event is to get to 
know the kids and families in these 
apartments.   There will be a brief 
introduction to the children and 
families as to why this event is taking place and to 
who Jesus is and a time of prayer for anyone with a 
request.   
 It is no coincidence that Eric  Dwyer and I had al-
ready arranged for our Summer VBS to take place at 
Northstar apartments in August.   

 I'm going to need faithful people to get on board 
with this outreach.  We are doing a 3-day VBS calling 
it Fusion Kid's Club.  I'm hoping it will evolve into a 
weekly Thursday night Kid's Club meeting at the 
apartments.  We will see what the Lord has in mind.   
 We need Bible teachers (3), craft leaders, snack 

preparers (we will have use of a 
vacant apartment to prepare 
snack if needed), music/hand 
motion leaders, game leaders, 
and pre-school teachers and 
helpers!  We also need people 
willing to participate in skits.  It's 
a lot to ask.   
 The theme will be Jungle Sa-
fari. Water will be used in many 

activities to offset the heat.  August 10-12 Mon-Wed 
is teaching and later in the month will be family pic-
nic and fun day!  Here's your chance to be part of 
something that the Lord can use to make a real differ-
ence in this community. Please join us!   
 Do Something!! 

Newest ‘Do Something‘                  by Vanessa Peglar 


