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 Inspiration comes to me in the form of 
musical lyrics sometimes. Recently, the lyrics 
to “King of the World”, by Natalie Grant, 
caught my attention.  
 

‘I tried to fit you in the walls inside my mind 
I try to keep you safely in between the lines 
I try to put you in the box that I've designed 
I try to pull you down so we are eye to eye’ 
  

 Our finite understanding of God leads us 
to visualize only what we are capable of do-
ing. God never used the biggest, brightest, 
strongest or prettiest to do His will here on 
Earth. 
 When we are discouraged because we 
cannot solve a problem, we limit God in our 
lives by not including Him in our planning and 
implementing of our action. 
 

‘I try to take life back right out of the hands of 
the King of the world 
How could I make You so small 
When You're the one who holds it all?’     
 

 When we repeatedly see the pile of re-
fuse that is left after we have attempted to 
tackle a huge problem on our own, why do 
we not grasp that we cannot do it on our 
own? The Israelites were prime examples of 
trusting God one day and falling so far from 
Him that they were worshipping idols the 
next day.  
 And, if we are successful in some under-
taking, we fall for Satan’s plan by thinking, “I 
did it myself!” 
 

‘Just a whisper of Your voice can tame the 
seas 
So who am I to try to take the lead 
Still I run ahead and think I'm strong enough 
When you're the one who made me from the 
dust’ 
  

 Our God is omnipotent; all-powerful.  He 
is the same loving God to us as He was to 

Adam and Eve. There is no undertaking that 
He cannot handle. He loves us and longs for 
us to seek Him.  
 Think of your own most valuable confi-
dant and go-to-person when your load is feel-
ing unbearable. That is our God! 
 That is not to say God did not have a part 
in putting that person in your life or providing 
answers through that person. But we must 
train ourselves to be in prayerful thought all 
the time. 
 That type of mind-set can overcome the 
obstacles that confront us every day.  It’s 
hard to think impure thoughts if we are talk-
ing to God.  Road rage could be preventable 
by practicing prayerful thought on our drive 
in to work. Prayerful thought could also pre-
vent the arguments and entanglements that 
plague us. 
 

‘Oh, You set it all in motion 
Every single moment 
You brought it all to be 
And You're holding on to me’ 
 

 In the Western world we value our inde-
pendence, our initiative, our hard work and 
our never-give-up attitude.  That is likely a 
factor in  the flawed thinking  that we can 
resolve our problems and the problems of 
others without God. 
 

‘I try to take life back right out of the hands of 
the King of the world 
How could I make You so small? 
When You're the one who holds it all 
When did I forget You've always been the 
King of the world 
You will always be the King of the world!’  
 

 God is limited in our lives only when we 
allow that to happen.  Any distance between 
man and God is the result of man’s doing. 

‘Would We Limit God?’                 by Joyce Rhoads 



For other articles and 
information about our 
congregation, go online 

Preacher’s Pen                              by Gene McCoy 

   How many ways does Scripture warn 
us against carelessness? This is true not 
only with regard to our personal salva-
tion (1 Pet. 5:8), but also with regard to 
our testimony of life (Eph. 5:17), which 
affects the salvation of others. It is to the 
latter that we focus our attention, with 
particular application to the Christian’s 
use of social media.  
 The general reminder is that we are 
responsible to God for every word (Matt. 
12:36-37). Jesus says we will be judged in 
accordance with our words.  
 Care must be given not only to the 
veracity of our words, but also to the 
venue in which they are  communicated. 
A person may be guilty of gossip even 
though the information being related is 
true. Similarly, we may violate biblical   
teaching by speaking truth in an inappro-
priate manner or place. We must speak 
in love only words that build up, giving 
grace to those who hear (or read) (Eph. 
4:15, 29). Concerning the effect of our 
conduct upon non-Christians Paul says  
our speech is to be gracious (Col. 4:7). 
This is especially important when using 
social media.  
 Consider the damage Christians with 
good intentions do to the reputation of 
our Lord and His church on social media. 
Besides the careless re-posting of propa-
ganda (political and otherwise) are the 
open attacks on others’ character and 
motives — particularly attacks on other 
Christians. Paul instructs us to put aside 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abu-
sive or obscene speech (Col. 3:8). We 
sing “What A Friend We Have in Jesus” or 
“I Am a Friend of God” but then appar-
ently forget that fact when posting on Fa-
cebook. God may not be your Facebook 
friend, but He does read all your posts! 
 Every post on social media should be 
preceded by an honest consideration of 
its potential effect upon the Lord and His 
people. Will the message enhance my 
testimony for Jesus and draw people 
closer to Him? Will my words support my 
profession of relationship to the God of 
all grace (1 Pet. 5:10). Will this build up 
the body in love and make for peace 
(Rom. 13:10; 14:19; 2 Thess. 5:11)? Does 
this contribute to civil discourse? 

 My teacher, Gareth L. Reese, says, “If 
it doesn’t build up, shut up.” In all truth-
fulness, none of us needs to weigh in on 
every topic or conversation, anyway. A 
good rule, especially relating to social 
media, is “less is better.” 
 A specific concern pertains to profane 
postings by Christians. Brothers and sis-
ters in Christ who would never employ in 
their daily discourse the crudest form of 
profanity, much less any profanity at all, 
have re-posted others’ messages and 
memes in which such language is used. 
Posting such can be understood as tacit 
approval of the lewd and crude content.  
 There is another strange practice by 
Christians  in the world of social media. It 
is strange in that the one posting the pro-
fanity apparently thinks the readers can’t 
fill in the blanks. You know what this is 
about. Don’t you? It is a game people 
play by which they give you the first and 
last letters of a profane word and fill in 
the appropriate number of blanks with 
symbols. It isn’t that they don’t think 
you, the reader, won’t know the profane 
word or won’t say it, if only in your mind. 
To the contrary, they practice this know-
ing you will say the profane word, if only 
inaudibly.  
 Maybe they are so naïve as to think 
that leaving out letters and leaving the 
word incomplete absolves them of re-
sponsibility. From the standpoint of in-
tegrity, perhaps we should have greater 
respect for the potty-mouthed non-
Christian than for the Christian who tries 
to sanctify his profanity by playing such 
games. 
 What is particularly troubling, as well 
as self-condemning, is the fact that these 
same individuals would not permit their 
children to use such words. Many of 
these adults would punish their children 
by taking away their electronic devices if 
they ever posted to social media in the 
same manner as the adults. 
 I appeal to Christians to apply biblical 
teaching when posting on social media. 
Please review Eph. 4:17-5:20; Phil. 4:8; 
Col. 3:1-17; 4:5-6. 
 For perspective, read:  
http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/
spiritual-life/is-it-sinful-to-use-
profanity.html 
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We will again host 

little  
Trick-or-Treaters  

in our parking lot on 
October 31. Start 

thinking of ways to 
express your creative 

spirit so your trunk 
will be candy ready! 

Partner in  
Ministry 

 

Explore the  
opportunities by  

accessing the  
Ministry Team Form, 

located in the Info 
Center Tab on our 

website: 
www.ccmhar.com 

 

On which of our 
ministry areas 
could you best 

serve God? 
 

 Benevolence 
 Education 
 Family Life 
 Finance 
 Missions 
 Outreach 
 Prayer 
 Property  
 Worship 



Family Info For  
September/October 

 

Meetings 
 

9/10 Missions @ noon 
9/11  Willing Workers @ 1 pm 
9/11  Elder’s @ 6:30 
10/3 Benevolence @ 6:30 
10/8 Worship  @ noon  
10/9 Elder’s  @ 6:30 
10/9 Willing Workers at 1 pm 
10/29  Education @ noon 
10/31 ‘Trunk or Treat’ 

 

Birthdays 
 

9/1   Anita Lockhart 
9/3  Khloe Cotter 
9/4  Janet Pickett 
9/6  Dan Mace 
9/8  Michael Lockhart 
9/11  Don Truitt 
9/12  Louise Addington 
9/14  Brandon Belicek 
9/14  Joyce Rhoads 
9/14  Alyssa Schmeski 
9/16  Larry Frogge 
9/19  Richard Hytinen 
9/20  Nick Wyma 
9/25  Bernie Hill 
10/4  Nancy Rose 
10/4  Rose Hood 
10/7  Irma Zimmer 
10/9  Christian Belicek 
10/11 Samantha Schmeski 
10/14 Gus Terry 
10/22 Jan Schmeski 
10/27 Becky McCoy 

 
Anniversaries 

9/1  Stephen & Alisa Walton 
9/25  Nick & Alice Wyma 
10/1  Ken & Mary Lou Fortier 
10/4  Tom & Anne Mahoney 
10/8  Ed & Susan Srutowski 
10/22 Forrest & Ivadel Cotter 
10/27 Norman & Sharon Belicek 
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 If we understand ’blessing’ to mean ‘help 
and approval from God’,  it follows that His 
blessings rest upon those whose conduct is 
approved by God. 
 Genesis 49 records Jacob’s final words to 
his sons. In his remarks concerning Joseph 
(vv. 25-26) he acknowledges the source of 
our blessings. “May the God of your father 
help  you; may the Almighty bless you with 
the blessings of the heavens above, and 
blessings of the watery depths below, and 
blessings of the breasts and womb. May my 
fatherly blessings on you surpass 
the blessings of my ancestors, 
reaching to the heights of the 
eternal hills. May these blessings 
rest on the head of Joseph, who is a prince 
among his brothers.” 
 Receiving God’s blessings is not contin-
gent upon living a perfect life, ”for all have 
sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God” (Romans 3:23).  Repentance and God’s 
grace are the only way we as sinners are 
cleansed from wrongdoing as baptized be-
lievers. When we sin, the only way to come 
back to God is through His grace.  
 The Bible reveals many obstacles to 
God’s blessings. 
 One obstacle is revealed in Isaiah 59:1-3, 
it says “Surely the arm of the Lord is not too 
short to save, nor His ear too dull to hear. 
But your iniquities have separated you from 
your God; your sins have hidden His face 
from you, so that He will not hear.”  
 Sin separates man from God.  He hates 
sin because of how damaging the conse-
quences are  to us and those we love. We 
cannot be forgiven of sin on our own merit. 
God’s grace through His Son’s sacrifice on 
the cross is the only means to forgiveness. 
 We are separated from God by our diso-
bedience.  Ephesians 4:17-19 tells us, “So I 
tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that 
you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, 
in the futility of their thinking. They are 
darkened in their understanding and sepa-
rated from the life of God because of the 
ignorance that is in them due to the harden-
ing of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivi-
ty, they have given themselves over to sen-
suality so as to indulge in every kind of im-
purity, and they are full of greed.” 
 Deuteronomy 28:1-3 tells us, “If you fully 

obey the Lord your God and carefully follow 
all his commands I give you today, the Lord 
your God will set you high above all the 
nations on earth. All these blessings will 
come on you and accompany you if you 
obey the Lord your God: You will be blessed 
in the city and blessed in the country.” 
 Our attitudes can separate us from God. 
Some of these attitudes are selfishness, con-
tempt and pride, just to name a few.   
 I John 2:16 says, “For everything in the 
world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 

eyes, and the pride of life--comes 
not from the Father but from the 
world.” Paul writes in  Galatians 
5:19-21,  “The acts of the flesh 

are obvious: ...hatred, discord, jealousy, fits 
of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, fac-
tions and envy.” Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride 
goes before destruction, a haughty spirit 
before a fall.”  
 We are to imitate Jesus’ qualities. Philip-
pians 2:5-7 tells us “..Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to His own ad-
vantage; rather, He made Himself nothing 
by taking the very nature of a servant, be-
ing made in human likeness.” 

  David is described in Acts 13:22. “..He 
made David their king. God testified con-
cerning him: ‘I have found David son of Jes-
se, a man after my own heart; he will do 
everything I want him to do.’”  
 Even though God thought of David this  
way, David still allowed his attitudes to cause 
sin in his life.  David wrote in Psalm 32:3 &5, 
”When I kept silent my bones wasted away, 
my bones wasted away through my groan-
ing all day long. For day and night, Your 
hand was heavy on me; my strength was 
sapped as in the heat of summer. Then I 
acknowledged my sin to You and did not 
cover up my iniquity. I said, ‘I will confess 
my transgressions to the Lord.’ And You 
forgave the guilt of my sin.”   
 We, as sinners, often lose sight of our 
goal—Heaven. Many times it takes trauma 
or heartbreak to allow us to regain that fo-
cus; and He is quick to forgive us! 
 None of us deserves God’s blessings. 
They are ours because of His unmerited, 
undeserved and unearned favor toward us.
  

‘What Stops God’s Blessings?’                                 by Joyce Rhoads 

Wedding bells rang  
after Bible classes on 
Sunday. August 13,  
when 
Brian Duncan  
and  
Cindy Turner  
were united in marriage. 
Several class members 
witnessed their vows and 
exchange of rings. 



Dollar Day is 10/29 
 
Start saving those One Dollar Bills. All $1 
bills in the offering plates that day will go 
to someone in need. 

Non-Profit Org. 
POSTAGE 

PAID 
Permit # 35 

Mtn. Home, AR  
72653 

Sent With a Prayer to 

1365 Eastside Centre Court   
Mtn. Home, AR 72653 870-425-8323 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION  
Matthew 28:19-20 
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Sunday Morning 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Bible Classes 

Wednesday Evening 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Bible Classes 

‘Open Invitation to Become a Prayer Warrior’                              by Louise Addington 

  For the past few years we have had a special 
“prayer emphasis” in the fall. That tradition 
was set aside this year when we offered a 
class in the spring on ‘praying like a warrior 
in battle’. The congregation-wide participa-
tion in reading ‘The Story’ from Easter to Thanksgiving 
of this year has generated a lot of interest.  
 Reading through the Bible this way is providing a 
systematic bible reading plan. The more familiar we are 
with what is contained in God's word and praying effec-
tively are essential for building up and maintaining a 
closer walk with the Lord. 
 The idea of offering a second opportunity to take 
the Seven-week class on prayer has been considered. 
Originally, plans were to make it available after the 
reading of ‘The Story’ was complete. However, the time 
period between Thanksgiving and Christmas is usually a 
hectic time for most families. Due to that fact, it is 
thought that postponing a second scheduling of this 
special prayer class would be in the best interest of the 
potential attendees. 
 The prayer class, held on Wednesday nights at 6:30, 

consists of a short video on various aspects of prayer, 
followed by discussion. A workbook is in-
cluded for study during the week, with dis-
cussion the following Wednesday. The ses-
sion then ends in voluntary oral prayer.  

 To accommodate any desiring to take the class, it is 
requested that those interested contact Joyce Rhoads 
in the church office, so a workbook can be ordered for 
you. Make known to her your choice of what two 
months in the coming year would be most advanta-
geous for you to take part in this offering. There will not 
be any charge for the workbook.  
 Pray, seeking God’s guidance, and make plans to 
join others in learning more about effective prayer. 


