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“Skyping with Missionaries” 
By Bruce Wolf and Rick Schmeski 

 

 Imagine that you are serving as an 
indigenous missionary in a place far 
away from your benefactors working in 
an often hostile environment in bringing 
the gospel to people who have probably 
never heard of Jesus.  Moreover, the 
folks you seek to serve are largely 
uneducated, illiterate, and poor and have 
been influenced by superstitions, 
Hinduism, Islam, or perhaps no faith at 
all.  Quite the challenge: one that our 
foreign missionaries face every day.   
 What do you suppose these foreign 
missionaries desire more than anything 
else from their benefactors in the 
United States?  If you think money, you 
would be wrong.  When asked, every 
missionary gives the same answer:  “We 
would like you to visit us because your 
presence here encourages the young 
Christians better than anything else.” 
 Our missionaries tell us that the 
people they minister to need to see and 
know that their faith is not misplaced, 
that the Christians from America whom 
they have heard about are for real and 
that we also truly love the Lord and will 
leave our comfort zones to spread the 
gospel just as they do.  They have a 
desire to know us and to have personal 
contact with American Christians.  They 
add that our presence among them is 
better than money in encouraging their 
fledgling fellowships. 
 The recent 24-hour prayer event 
presented our missionary team several 
opportunities to visit face-to-face with 
our foreign, and one domestic, 
missionaries.  Thanks to the special 
efforts of David Benedict who arranged  

 

several Skype sessions the missions 
team enjoyed conversations with Steve, 
Rhonda, and Carissa Hayward of 
Pioneer Bible Translators whose over 
30 years of work in Papua New Guinea 
is coming to a close. 
 Committee members also enjoyed 
visiting with Ernest and Numreta 
McFarland and several other members 
of the Bethlehem Living Water Mission.  
Other electronic visits were with Steve 
and Alisa Walton in Ireland and Mike 
Armstrong of Christ on Campus at 
University of Arkansas in Fayetteville. 
 The importance and the impact of 
these personal visits with those whom 
we support on the mission field cannot 
be over stated.  During these Skype 
visits we witnessed tears and smiles, 
laughter and singing.  We shared health 
concerns and personal needs and we 
strengthened the bonds that only 
Christian brothers and sisters share.  
Most importantly though, we all joined 
in prayer with our missionaries offering 
praises and prayer for their specific 
needs and they reciprocated in praying 
for the fellowship at Christian Church 
of Mountain Home 
 Supporting foreign and domestic 
missions is not all about the money.  
Reflecting on Paul’s missionary journeys 
reminds that fledgling churches in 
distant lands need the encouragement 
that only personal visits and personal 
relationships engender.  Planting 
churches in foreign lands is not an easy 
task and just like the apostle Paul we 
must continue to nourish and cultivate 
thes e  new Chr i s t i ans ,  a lways 
remembering to cover these brothers 
and sisters in prayer.  What a privilege it 
is for us to follow the example of the 
apostle Paul. 
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For other articles and 
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congregation, go online 

Preacher’s Pen  by Gene McCoy 

Sunday, October 5, 2014, 
from 2pm until 3 pm, 
hundreds of Mountain 
Home Christians will line 
Highway 62, silently 
holding Pro-Life signs. 
Our Community needs to 
know that we support the 
sanctity of human life. 
With miles of sidewalks 
covered by Christian 
soldiers, no one can miss 
our message. Signs 
available from Vanessa 
Peglar. 

Life Chain 

        

This Preacher’s Pen article is 
a summary of the current 
series of sermons,  

 An important element in our ministry 
of prayer pertains to the strong and 
enduring faith of our fellow Christians. As 
noted in Part One, we face many challenges 
that can attack faith. It is important that we 
imitate the prayers of Jesus and His 
apostles, who not only thanked God for the 
commendable characteristics of various 
Christians, but  also petitioned God for 
strength in faith. 
 Paul’s prayer for Christians in the first 
century is still appropriate as we pray for 
each other today. His prayer recorded in 
Colossians 1:9-11 is that Christians would 
be filled with the knowledge of God’s will 
and that they would exercise the power He 
gives to live accordingly. We should 
continually pray that all Christians will have 
spiritual wisdom and understanding to 
appropriately apply the knowledge of God’s 
will to everyday living so that God will be 
pleased. 
 William Barclay writes, “We pray not in 
order to escape life but in order to be better 
able to meet it.” As we honestly assess our 
motives and practice, we probably must 
confess that we use prayer as a means to 
escape life. We customarily pray that 
sickness, disease, disappointment and 
hardship be eliminated, as though The Fall 
never occurred. Instead, we should ask for 
wisdom and understanding to deal with and 
work through such trials; that we conduct 
ourselves in a way that pleases God. God 
never promised that our lives in Christ 
would be easy. To the contrary, He told us 
to expect the opposite.  
 To conduct ourselves at all times that 
we would bear fruit for God, thereby 
pleasing and glorifying Him, requires power 
outside of ourselves. This ought to be a 
regular part of our prayers for one another. 
Paul prays that the Colossian Christians 
would possess the fortitude, patience and 
joy necessary to endure the obstacles that 
could prevent God’s glory from being 
displayed. We need power to be patient 
through adverse circumstances. We need 
power to suffer long with those who 
choose to be malicious and nasty. 
 It is difficult to see how adverse 
circumstances can be turned into God’s 
glory. It is even more difficult, however, to 
avoid despair when people display an 
unteachable spirit, irritation when they are 
foolish and immature, or anger when 

people are ugly toward us. Prayer is needed 
on our behalf as we deal with such things. 
Mr. Barclay offers a prayer corresponding 
to this teaching that is appropriate for all 
Christians. “Make me, O Lord, victorious 
over every circumstance; make me patient 
with every person; and give me the joy 
which no circumstance and no man will 
ever take from me.” 
 To bear up under every situation and to 
suffer long in forgiveness and a hopeful 
spirit with annoying people who may even 
abuse us is difficult to do as a Stoic. But to 
do so with joy requires divine power. And 
for that power we are to pray on behalf of 
our brothers and sisters. 
 From Colossae we now travel to 
Thessalonica in our prayer journey. 
 Paul was very sensitive to the 
vulnerability of the new Christians in 
Thessalonica. There was a period of time 
when Paul was separated from them. He 
was concerned about their spiritual well-
being, fearing that the tempter may have 
tempted them, rendering all their work 
among them to be in vain.  
 Like a nursing mother tenderly cares for 
her child and like a loving father  
encourages his own children, so Paul 
worked diligently among the Christians at 
Thessalonica to the end that they would be 
blameless in holiness when Jesus returned 
(1 Thess. 3:13).  
 In the first chapter Paul commends 
them for their example of faith and their 
repudiation of idolatry to serve God. But 
his prayer in chapter three is that he would 
be granted the opportunity to complete 
what was lacking in their faith. His prayers 
are described as exceedingly earnest and 
continual, persisting night and day.  
 There is bold honesty in this prayer that 
could prompt the immature or ungodly to 
balk and resist. But Paul’s love for them 
compels him to speak the truth in love, 
expressing his concern for them because 
their faith was incomplete.  
 This prayer is a good example for us to 
follow. But so is the anticipated response of 
the people. When those who love us 
petition God on our behalf in all honesty, 
expressing aspects of our Christian life that 
are lacking, we should not resist or recoil in 
anger. Instead, we should thank God for 
genuine ministers  whose sincere love for  
us is evident in their prayers. 

Flippin Christian 
Church 

4th Annual  
Men’s Retreat 

 
“Fisher’s of Men” 

 
October 3 & 4, 2014 

 

Speaker-Don Truitt 



October 2014                             CONTACT                 Page 3           

October 
MEETINGS 

5 Worship Ministry 

 Team Luncheon 
6 Willing Workers 
7 Benevolence Ministry 
 Team Meeting  
13 Elder’s Meeting 
16 Property Ministry 

Team Meeting 
17 In Focus at CCCB 
26 Education Ministry 

Team  Luncheon 

  

  
 The recent 24-hour Prayer Event 
presented many opportunities for church 
growth and those who took advantage of 
the numerous offerings to learn about and 
practice spiritual prayer enhanced their 
maturity level in Christ. 
 The members of the Missions ministry 
team enjoyed a particular focus during the 
prayer weekend.  Thanks to the special 
efforts of David Benedict who arrange 
several Skype sessions with our missionaries 
in distant places.  We enjoyed conversations 
with Steve, Rhonda and Carissa Hayward of 
Pioneer Bible Translators whose over 30 
years of work in PNG is coming to a close. 
 Committee members also enjoyed 
visiting with Ernest and Numreta 
McFarland and other members of the 
Bethlehem Living Water Mission.  Other 
electronic visits were with Steve and Alisa 
Walton of Ireland and Mike Armstrong of 
Christ on Campus at University of Arkansas 
in Fayetteville. 
  

 

 
 These electronic visitations were met 
with great enthusiasm by both the 
missionaries and by our team members in 
Mountain Home as we listened about our 
missionaries work, baptisms, and daily 
challenges.  Personal lives were shared, we 
were sung to, and most importantly we 
prayed together for our missionaries and 
they in turn offered prayer for MHCC 
 The importance and impact of personal 
visits with those whom we support on the 
mission field cannot be over stated.  We 
witnessed tears and smiles, laughter and 
singing during these visits.  Our financial 
support is important to our missionaries but 
none of them even brought that up.  What 
is more important is personal contact we 
have through our e-mails, skype sessions 
and mostly prayers. 
 Our true family may not always be the 
blood relative whom we are born with but 
rather those who me meet along the way in 
life who are born of Christ. 

Sponsored by our 
Benevolence Ministry 
Team throughout the 

month of October, 
Supporting the  

Mountain Home  
Food Bank 

Todd Wilson, of 

FamilyMan 
Ministries,  

presents his entertaining 
and encouraging message   
at Cabool (MO) Christian 
Church on Wed., Oct. 8.  

 
The men will be specially 

blessed by Todd’s 
presentation. 

For more information 
about FamilyMan 
Ministries, go to  

familymanweb.com. 
For more information 

about the Cabool event, call 
417.962.3180. 

And see the poster on the 

From Our Youth Minister 

It’s that time of year again!  Friday, October 31st from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

we will be hosting the people of the Twin Lakes area with our annual 

Trunk or Treat.  We have hundreds of people come through our park-

ing lot at this event and we’d like for them to 

get to know you! If you love candy, having fun, 

serving the community, and MORE CANDY, 

then this is the event for you!  If you want to 

register your vehicle for our “Best Trunk” con-

test (Try to dethrone Norman and Kathy Lueck!), donate supplies 

(CANDY!), run a game station, help decorate, or donate your time in 

any other way, please let me know ASAP!  This event will happen rain 

or shine so if you prepare a trunk, consider how you might be able to 

move it indoors!  A sign-up sheet will be placed in the back of the au-

ditorium to sign up before or after church (DURING church you should 

be worshipping and paying attention!).  Thank you all so much for 

your support.  Let’s make this another great year!     

   Eric 

Revival 
Flippin Christian 

church 
7:00 p.m. 

Thur., Oct. 23 -  
Sunday morning, 

Oct. 26  
Don Ott, Evangelist 

Technology Aids For Our Missions            By Bruce Wolf & Rick Schmeski 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION  
Matthew 28:19-20 
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Sunday Morning 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Bible Classes 

Wednesday Evening 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Bible Classes 

Abortion Fall-Out             by Joyce Rhoads 

 
 While many arguments surround the abortion 
debate, little thought has been given to a result of 
abortion: Post-Abortion-Syndrome. Symptoms may 
not surface until later in life, but may be deep 
loss and pain for the child that will not be, 
feelings of guilt, confusion or exploitation. 
‘Clinical research has shown that when 
women are in trusting, sharing relationships 
they report deep seated feelings of guilt, 
anxiety, depression, loss, anger, and 
exploitation over their abortion experience. 
The causes for the disorder surfacing seems to be in 
many ways, time itself.’ (Allied Action Inc. 1996, 1).  
 Physical complications and problems are not 
uncommon, including miscarriages, infertility or breast 
cancer. There can be a 3 to 4 fold increase in the 
chance of miscarriage, with a disturbing amount of 
malformations in the births following induced 
abortions. There can be serious consequences to the 
reproductive future of women which may result in 
ectopic pregnancies or infertility. In the August Journal 
of the National Cancer Institute, it is reported fifty 

percent increase in breast cancer for women under 
forty five who had induced abortions. (Ranalli 1996, 
A13) 
 While this is concerning, there are treatments for 
Post Abortive Stress Disorder that have been shown to 
be effective: Post Abortion counseling and Support 

groups. These can help women deal with their 
abortions, and themselves. They offer women 
a safe space to tell their stories and share 
common experiences, helping them deal with 
the feelings of guilt and move on with their 
lives. 
 Gene McCoy writes about the “forgotten 
fathers”, the other victims besides the babies. 

More than a baby dies when an abortion takes place. 
So do the rights of the men involved in that pregnancy. 
 The mark in society that abortion is leaving is the 
increase in birth complications and emotional and 
family problems that affect us all. 
 How can we help, you ask? Pray. Ask God to open 
our eyes to see those hurting in our community. 
Another way coming soon to a highway near us is to 
“stand up” and “do something” for what we believe 
during the Life Chain Oct 5th. 
 

Mountain Home’s Life Chain-Oct 5, 2-3 pm 


