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Dollar Bills to Drug Independence
What can a dollar bill do? More than you
may think! That is the testimony of Monte
Manchester, who recently witnessed firsthand
the impact of our quarterly Dollar Day offering. This ministry, which is explained on p. 4,
empowers anyone with just one dollar bill to
participate in a meaningful way in significantly assisting someone in need. That one dollar
may not seem like much. But when it is combined with the one dollar bills from several
others, it can be a part of a sizeable gift that
can make a huge difference in someone’s life.
That is Monte’s emotional testimony after
receiving part of the last Dollar Day offering,
which garnered 577 one dollar bills.
Monte graciously and eagerly granted our
request for an interview because he wanted to
encourage the congregation and our Benevolence Ministry Team that oversees this ministry. In the exchange recorded here, GM represents me and MM represents Monte.
GM: The recipient of a recent Dollar Day
offering is a part of your family. Describe the
need we helped to meet.
MM: My daughter, Miste, had become addicted to prescription medications after she
had surgery. For five long years she battled
this addiction. All attempts to beat it had
failed and only added to her desperation. My
eight-year-old granddaughter, Rylie, is at an
age when she can understand that her mother
is dealing with a real problem. And that added to Miste’s determination to seek serious
help. But getting that help would necessitate
her missing work, which she simply could not
afford.
Besides the lost income, which was needed to pay the bills, was the expense of child
care during her absence. It was not financially
feasible. That is when I sought help from
relatives and my church family.
GM: What were your fears before the Dollar
day offering was presented to you?
MM: When I asked the Benevolence Ministry
Team for help, I received $150. When I added
that to gifts from others, I still came up short
of what was needed. I was fearful that either
Miste would not get the help or that she
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would go in debt. Going in debt would only
increase her level of stress, which I was sure
would result in a relapse into dependency.
When you and your wife came to my house
and presented me with the Dollar Day offering, I was nearly sick from concern for my
daughter and granddaughter.
GM: Relate the impact of this ministry upon
you and your family.
MM: The impact upon me was immediate. I
was blown away by the presentation of all
those one dollar bills. Not only by the meaning of the gift, but by the amount. It was more
than enough to ensure that my daughter could
get the help she so desperately needed without going into debt to meet her obligations. I
was so relieved. I think I would have lost her
for good had this offering not come at that
time. The timing was great.
Miste is very grateful for the help she
received from the Dollar Day offering. As a
result of the counsel and rehabilitation she
received, Miste has not only been liberated
from her addiction to prescription drugs, but
also to tobacco! She is again involved in a
church and is planning to resume her college
studies to finish her degree in business. In her
voice and her words I am hearing the Miste I
knew years ago. I am so happy for her and
Rylie. And it has been a great relief to me.
GM: What words of encouragement would
you offer to the congregation on the basis of
this experience?
MM: I encourage all the people to continue
throwing your dollar bills into the plate on
Dollar Day. I can’t begin to tell you just how
much good that does. It took a lot of worries
off of my mind!
I also emphasize the value of just one
dollar. Sometimes it is so simple to provide
the help good people really need. Many people contributing a little can do a lot.
This has also caused me to seriously consider enlisting as a member of the Benevolence Ministry Team. I encourage everyone to
get involved in one of the ministry teams
because the good they do is helping a lot of
people.
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OLD MAN, NEW MINISTRY
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congregation, go online

The quill is being
placed in the hand of
a retired preacher
who serves in an
unofficial capacity as
a venerated pastor.

We rejoice with Adam
Staub on his decision
to be immersed Sunday, October 19.

Saleem Massey, our
preacher in Lahore,
Pakistan, will present
a Bible message and
an update on our
ministry in Pakistan
on Sunday morning,
Nov. 9.
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God has broken into my life at this age to
teach me that usefulness in His service and
ministry does not end with advancing age,
declining health or diminishing physical abilities. Instead, God has opened my eyes to
recognize a ministry He has appointed for His
present time and purpose in my life. The abilities and gifts I employed to serve God’s purpose in my younger years may not be physically or mentally possible in my advanced age.
But He has equipped me with abilities and
gifts to fulfill an equally vital and meaningful
ministry in His overall purpose of winning the
world for Christ.
We who have passed the time
of fire, so to speak, spend much
time discoursing on our infirmities, aches and pains, bemoaning
the fact that we can no longer do
the things we did in the “good ol’
days.” We tend to think we are of
no value to the kingdom anymore.
The good days are gone. Now is our time to sit
on idle. Some older people think they have
nothing left to offer the Lord in service and
ministry, so they are biding their time until
the Lord takes them home. They relinquish
ministry and service to the younger set, reasoning that God has gifted young people with
strength, muscle, ambition and growing wisdom to continue what the older ones began.
The rationalization is that we who are older,
having wisdom gained by experience, are to
merely love, encourage and instruct the youth
to do the hard tasks of the work we can no
longer do. We spend our time bemoaning the
loss of our youthful energy and strength. Get
over it!!
We have now entered the most significant
and important time of our life in the work of
the church. What is the last significant ministry left to us, despite our limitations, to effectively accomplish the Lord’s work? What can
elevate usefulness in our lives, add value and
joy to our existence, fill our loneliness and
raise our self worth? It is something that has
been sadly neglected and left to the end, but
which was intended to be the first. I’m talking
about PRAYER! Real, heart rendering, face to
face prayer with the Father on a one to one
basis is what I’m talking about. Prayer in
which you discipline yourself to pay attention
and listen while in His presence and not merely the “give me these,” “bless me,” or those
“solve my problems and make me happy”
prayers. I’m talking about real conversations
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by Gene McCoy/Ted Bankes
with the Father, in which we bless God and
seek His will.
I do not have the physical strength or
mental sharpness I once possessed. But I do
have time for gut-wrenching hours with God;
soul-bearing hours with interludes of euphoria reveling in the presence of the Father’s
love. It can be done. It must be done. Imagine
the change that God would effect in this body
and in our city if those who are now left to
this last fortress would commit themselves to
this task. God generously gives us a last, most
important gift – time – to use. This, I am convinced, is the secret ingredient that we must
incorporate into our body.
Our congregation has a full
measure of all other ingredients.
God has given us godly personnel
who shepherd us, teachers from
top to bottom who faithfully teach
the truth of God. We have a beautiful campus, people full of love, who
express it and put it to work. Never
have I labored with a body with so many from
all ages who are so willing to use their gifts in
ministry. We have young men who are being
prepared to fill the gap of leadership. I could
go on and on.
We, the elderly, who have experienced
the love and who have been held up with and
witnessed the promise of long life, are not to
just stand by, waiting for the inevitable to
pass. We are called by God to continue the
warfare in the most meaningful way possible.
We have the time. We have a great God
standing ready to answer our true, honest
prayers that bless Him and praise Him. We
have the time to continue knocking on His
door, asking and expecting. It is now time to
leave off our pity party of private misery and
truly answer the call, devote ourselves to
true prayer and worship in this matter,
make our ending more meaningful than our
beginning.
Enter the Celestial City with joy and
praise, believing that the eternal standing of
those who come behind us are dependent
upon our faithfulness in this, our last and
most important ministry on this earth. Does
our love really reach to and beyond those
who come before us or is it only to be contained in our own pity party with its attending
misery with a joyless entry into that Celestial
City? The choice is ours. The challenge lies
before us. The promises stand ready to be
fulfilled.
Continued on page 3
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Children’s Ministry
I am still fairly new to the area of children’s
ministry so I am constantly asking myself how
far is it’s reach. I guess the real question is
“how far will you take this ministry with me?” I
know I can’t do it alone.
I hope you will allow me to be transparent
for a bit. One Wednesday, I ended my bible
class exhausted, close to tears, and embarrassed by the behavior of my students. You
see, a parent had arrived early to pick up their
child and witnessed an out of control group of
kids who seemed to have zero interest in the
activity or respect for each other as they took
turns speaking. I couldn’t help but think “Why
am I even here? This is not for me”. And I have
to admit this is not the first time I’ve had those
thoughts. Ironically one of the scriptures that
we were studying comes to mind, 1 Peter 5:8
“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking
for someone to devour.”
So I’m thankful for the times when I’ve
called on the Holy Spirit and I’ve seen with great
confidence a glimmer of hope that these kids
are getting it! It’s really sinking in with me that
just as the Word says faith without works is
dead. We need to stop talking, and we need to
start doing.
In August, we held our first “Do
Something” project. It was inspired by the
Matthew West song, where he encourages
Christians to be the hands and feet of Christ.
We visited several homes and de-weeded flower beds, removed rocks from a lady’s yard so
she could use her handicap wheel chair, and
improved the old flower beds at the Gamma
House (transitional housing for women and
children). It was one of those times that refueled my soul; it was a huge blessing. Thanks to
all who had a part and to Eric for coming up
with such an awesome idea!
Another arm of children’s ministry I didn’t
see coming was Foster Parents Night Out and
The Call. We had 23 kids at our 2nd foster
parent’s night out. It was amazing! If you didn’t
get to be part of this, there will be a next time! I
saw Anne sit with a little boy and play with play
dough for 2 hours because that’s what he wanted to do!
Continued from pg. 2

I have not intended to
offend my generation. I
have spoken because of my
respect and my love for
you, desiring only God’s
best for you. But it is time
for us to rise up to the potential that God in
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By Vanessa Peglar

November MEETINGS

3
Joey was running in the church building (yes
4
I said running) playing hide and seek with some
of the older kids. It really was a good time. I
love and appreciate all the people that stepped
9
up to “Do Something” and helped out.
James 1:27 “Religion that God our Father
accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look 10
after orphans and widows in their distress and 16

Willing Workers
Benevolence Ministry
Team Meeting6:30
Missions Ministry
Team Luncheon
Elder’s Meeting
Education Ministry
Team Luncheon
to keep oneself from being polluted by the
world.” It was lived out loud at CCMH! If you’re 19 “In Gathering”
not familiar with the Call, it is a non-profit or- 30 Dollar Day
ganization that rallies the churches to encourage those from their congregations to foster
and/or adopt or support those who do. I challenged our church to a diaper drive for the
month of October to help foster families in our
area . (Once again it was another tangible way
to “Do Something”). We received 2450 diapers
For Grades 9-12
and lots of wipes!
at
To close I’d like to share a clip I wish I could
take credit for writing but it’s actually from
Ozark Christian
Casting Crowns Thrive 31 days Devotional:
College
“We’re all guilty of living in anticipation of a fork
in the road. But there is no fork in your road.
God didn’t ask you to make any huge decisions.
All he said was ‘Lean on me, see like I see, and
realize your past is gone and your future is mine.
All I ask is that you get to know me and make
me known.’
God hasn’t called us to something in a year.
NOV 7-8, 2014
We’re called for here and now. We were not
made to survive today for some potential future
See Eric for more details
endeavor, something that maybe he’ll do
through us one day. We’re looking so forward
to tomorrow that we’re tripping over today.
God has placed you where you are right now,
totally on purpose. God didn’t call you to figure
out what happens next. He’s already there.
He’s at the end of your life looking back on it
right now. He wants you to rest in that truth,
rest in who he’s made you, and dig your roots in
and know him. And He welcomes you to start
today.“
So whenever we roll out the sign up lists for “Friend and Fund Raiser"
whatever great outreach idea we come up with
Here @ CCMH
for the future of this body , prepare to join us.
November 21
6:30 dessert & beverages
7:00 presentation by Jerry
Cox, President
fused in us. This is our last stand and opportunity; our most important ministry. Our Family Council is a pro-life,
church, our city, our Lord waits for it. He waits pro-marriage and proready to confer this last blessing as we stand family organization based
near to the door while there is still breath to in Little Rock. They are
active in the legislative
praise Him in this ministry of prayer.
process and advocate for
biblical morality and ethics
throughout the state.
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Dollar Day Rewards

by Joyce Rhoads

Thanks to the generous contribution of a Christian man,
our congregation launched a ministry in 2012 that is both
benevolent and evangelistic in nature. Four times a year we
have the opportunity to help someone in need with an
amount of cash equal to the number of one dollar bills in
that Sunday’s offering.
Everyone in the church is encouraged to be on the lookout for opportunities to bless people in the community,
because the recipient is determined by our Benevolence
Ministry Team after reviewing the nominations submitted by
people in our congregation . Everyone can help by participating in the blessing by placing one dollar bills in the offering plate on each “Dollar Day.”
Our prayer is that the gift will not only help with a person’s immediate need, but also contribute toward our
efforts to provide eternal blessings through evangelism.
This year we have been able to help many families out
by the Dollar Day contributions. In March we collected $404.
In June, we collected $408. And, in August , we collected
$577. In each case, we were able to help multiple families.
Paul says "In everything I did, I showed you that by this
kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the
words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive.‘” Acts 20:35
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We have another opportunity this November 30, the
next fifth Sunday of the month, to help someone in need.
Please be saving your dollar bills and being aware of someone in need to bring to the Benevolence Ministry team's
attention.

“Ingathering”
Another opportunity to help is during “Ingathering” on
Wednesday, November 19, starting at 6:30 in the auditorium. This is a time to praise God for the blessings He gives
and an opportunity to let others know how He has worked
in our lives. If you would like to participate in the Ingathering
in a praise, song, prayer or thanksgiving, please let Jason
Schmeski or Arlene Dixon know.
Money donated on November 19 will be donated to the
Mountain Home Food Basket.
If you prefer, you may donate non-perishable foods for
the Mountain Home Food Basket at the Ingathering worship
sservice

Daylight Savings Time
Ends November 2

CONTACT

Page 4

The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION
Matthew 28:19-20
Wednesday Evening
5:30 Supper
6:30 Bible Classes

Sunday Morning
9:30 Worship
11:00 Bible Classes
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