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You say: I can’t figure it out.
God says: I will direct your steps.
Prov. 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him,
and he will make your paths straight.”
You say: Nobody loves me.
God says: I love you.
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.”
You say: It’s not worth it.
God says: It will be worth
it.
Romans 8:28 “And we
know that in all things
God works for the good
of those who love him,
who have been called
according to his purpose.”
You say: It’s impossible.
God says: All things are possible.
Luke 18:27 Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God”.
You say: I’m not able.
God says: I am able.
2 Corinthians 9:8 “And God is able to bless
you abundantly, so that in all things at all
times, having all that you need, you will
abound in every good work.”
You say: I can’t go on.
God says: My grace is sufficient.
2 Corinthians 12:9 ‘But he said to me, “My
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I
will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may
rest on me.’
You say: I can’t do it.
God says: You can do all things.
Philippians 4:13 “I can do all this through
him who gives me strength.”

You say: I can’t manage.
God says: I will supply all your needs.
Philippians 4:19 “And my God will meet
all your needs according to the riches of
his glory in Christ Jesus.”
You say: I’m afraid.
God says: I have not given you fear.
2 Timothy 1:7 “For the Spirit God gave us
does not make us timid, but gives us
power, love and self-discipline.”
You say: I feel all alone.
God says: I will never leave you.
Hebrews 13:5 “Keep your
lives free from the love of
money and be content with
what you have, because
God has said, “Never will I
leave you; never will I forsake you.”
You say: I’m not smart
enough.
God says: I will give you wisdom.
I Corinthians 1:30 “It is because of him
that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is,
our righteousness, holiness and redemption.”
You say: I can’t forgive myself.
God says: I forgive you.
Romans 8:1 “Therefore, there is now no
condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus”.
You say: I’m too tired.
God says: I will give you rest.
Matt. 11:28-30 “Come to me, all you
who are weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light.”
Romans 8:31 “...If God is for us, who can be
against us?”

Preacher’s Pen
For other articles and
information about our
congregation, go online

DIVING
LESSONS

‘TRUNK OR TREAT’
OCT 31st
6-8 P.M.
Rain or Shine
We need cars or
trucks “dressed” up
for the little trick or
treaters coming
through our parking
lot. We need hot
dogs, chips, buns
and, of course,
CANDY!
Please let Eric
know if you can
help with any of the
stations set up for
games, etc.

Daylight Saving Time
Ends November 5

Since taking the SCUBA certification
course a few years ago I have been privileged to explore some beautiful exotic
sites. My first three dives were in the
abandoned lead mine at Bonne Terre,
MO, where you must first descend 100’
below the surface of the ground before
entering the water. The temperature of
the water requires the use of a wet suit,
which is confining. All other dives have
been in the Caribbean Sea, specifically
the Mexican Riviera, Cozumel and, more
recently, Aruba. One dive was an inland
site in Mexico — a cavern or cenote, as
they are called. Cenotes are areas where
sections of cave roof have collapsed revealing an underlying cave system; surface connections to subterranean water
bodies; a natural pit, or sinkhole, resulting from the collapse of limestone
bedrock that exposes groundwater underneath. The colors and natural formations of both reefs and caverns are
magnificent.
With each dive I have become more
comfortable and confident. But I do not
anticipate ever being completely free of
anxiety. A degree of fear accompanies
every dive. After all, humans were not
created to live in water. And the dangers
that lurk in the ocean’s depths are of a
different nature than those we face
above the surface.
Every time I descend with SCUBA gear
I am conscious that I am leaving the environment created for humans and entering an environment where survival is impossible apart from equipment strapped
to my body. Instead of breathing through
my nose I must now inhale and exhale
through my mouth, utilizing an apparatus
that must remain in my mouth.
I can remain in this environment for
only a short time; only as long as the supply of air in the tank allows. The deeper I
dive the greater the pressure, which increases the danger and decreases the duration of the dive.
Perhaps you are recognizing several
parallels in our earthly existence and
making applications to your spiritual life.
Though earth provides a suitable en-
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by Gene McCoy
vironment for human life, it is not God’s
intent that we feel at home here, for our
citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20). Every
time we enter the world we should be
aware that the environment is adverse to
spiritual survival and that we are dependent upon the armor God provides (Eph.
6:10-17).
The oceans and seas are home to
some incredibly beautiful plants and
creatures that you might be tempted to
touch. The appearance of some, however, is frightening, creating no desire to
touch them. All of them are unlike me in
almost every respect. Some pose a threat
to humans. The general rule is to refrain
from touching any plant or animal. All of
them have a place and a purpose, by
God’s design. Apply that to life on land.
The allure of the beautiful can get us in
trouble. That which is ugly should be
avoided. Touching is often necessary to
fulfill our earthly mission. But it must be
exercised with wisdom from God.
It is crucial to continually monitor the
gauges to maintain proper depth and air.
Also, it is a fundamental rule to always
dive with a buddy. Your dive buddy is a
partner who checks your gear before and
during the dive. If a problem arises, your
buddy will assist by either resolving the
issue or accompanying you to safety on
the surface.
Basic to enjoyable diving is trust in
the dive master and the equipment. As
relating to the dive master, you must do
as the dive master instructs. That person
is responsible for your safety during the
dive. Trusting the equipment is another
important element in diving.
When we dive into the mission field
of the world, we must always monitor
our spiritual gauges. Just as the diver
keeps a careful eye on air supply and the
length and depth of his dive, so also must
the Christian pay attention to his spiritual
indicators. There must be a plan for renewing spiritual resources. Above all, we
must always demonstrate complete trust
in the Master, obeying His instructions
without hesitation. Our life depends upon it!
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‘Trust In God to Grow’

by Joyce Rhoads

Listening to the radio once again, I heard are in conflict with each other, so that you
the lyrics to Brandon Heath’s song, ‘Whole are not to do whatever you want.”
Heart’.
Walking by the Spirit is a choice we make
by allowing God to fill us, guide us and con‘Well I called your name a long time ago
trol us. Ephesians 5:18, …”Be filled with the
And you sprung a well from a heart of stone
Spirit.” We have to choose to rely on the
But I was careful then what I let you see
Holy Spirit, as Romans 6:11 tells us. “In the
Only thought you wanted the best of me
same way, count yourselves dead to sin but
The less I trust you, the less I grow
alive to God in Christ Jesus.” Romans 6:14
The more you love me, the more I know
“For sin shall no longer be your master, beI don't have to be afraid to show all of me.’
cause you are not under the law, but under
I was intrigued with the statement, the grace.” Ephesians 4:1 tells us, “As a prisoner
less I trust you, the less I grow.
for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life
Before we can grow spiritually, we must worthy of the calling you have received.”
know Jesus Christ as Savior. There comes
A spirit-led life means we demonstrate
that moment in time when a person comes less of those acts of the flesh and more of
to the realization that they cannot function the fruit of the Spirit. Galatians 5:22-23
in this world without God! From that mo- says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
ment of awareness to the giant chasm that peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithexists between sinful man and the Supreme fulness, gentleness and self-control.” The
God comes conviction and then repentance. spiritual growth resulting is the Spirit workBaptism both blots out all past sin and be- ing in us.
gins the Christian life with the gift of the HoThe way God works in our lives varies
ly Spirit.
differently from person to person. How we
Growth is painful! The newborn and grow should be measured by God’s Word,
mother know that all too well. The butterfly not by those around us.
wrestles to get out of the cocoon. The baby
James 1:23-25 tells us ”Anyone who lisbird is forced from the nest, to flap those tens to the Word but does not do what it
baby wings and soar to the heavens!
says is like someone who looks at his face in
From that newborn Christian to seasoned a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes
saint is a long journey nourished by studying away and immediately forgets what he
God’s Word and heart-felt prayer. Ridding looks like. But whoever looks intently into
ourselves of our ideas of how things should the perfect law that gives freedom, and
happen will allow the Spirit to reveal more of continues in it—not forgetting what they
Jesus to us.
have heard, but doing it—they will be
Spiritual growth involves studying and blessed in what they do.”
understanding God’s Word. We have to be
How quickly we grow depends on many
aware of just what sin is and use the power factors. Our study of the Word and prayer is
God gives through His Spirit to resist evil and only a portion of the factors effecting spiritulook to Christ for His example of how to con- al growth. While on this earth God is with us
duct our lives every day. Growth cannot through all of our trials resulting in the trust
continue without the increasing of faith and that sparks spiritual growth. Other Christrust in God.
tians’ stories of God working in their lives
As we read and apply God’s Word to our can give us hope in facing our own trials.
lives, spiritual growth begins. 2 Timothy
We need to keep foremost in our minds
3:16-17 says, “All Scripture is God-breathed that God has given us everything we need,
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, cor- not necessarily everything we want. Be
recting and training in righteousness, so thankful and praise God for His intervening
that the servant of God may be thoroughly in our lives.
equipped for every good work.”
Our love for the Father begins a life-long
Another critical piece of spiritual growth journey that results in glory to the Father for
is walking in the Spirit. Galatians 5:16 “So I his mercy and grace, since salvation is not
say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not attained on our own. If we work towards
gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh seeing life though God’s eyes we see this
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and world is not our home. God is preparing a
the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They place for us with Him for eternity!
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Family Info For
November/December
Meetings
Benevolence @ 6 pm
Willing Workers @ 1 pm
Elder’s @ 6:30
‘Ingathering’ @ 6:30
Ladies Christmas party- 6 pm
Worship Team @ noon
Elder’s meeting @ 6:30
Willing Workers at 1 pm
Holiday Vespers at 10:45 am
Birthdays
Sue Schaufler
Sophia Belicek
Amanda LeBlanc
Alisa Walton
Lorene Pierce
David Benedict
Barbara Cline
Eric Dwyer
Clint Hinds
Jason McFarland
Jessica McFarland
Anne Mace
LaDonna Mendleski
Melva Derrickson
Sharon Belicek
Easton Peglar
Susan Nixon
Special K
Nelda Willming
Laura Hummitsch
Dorothy Sowle
Sabreena Massey
Karen Blohowiak
Maryln Evans
Adele Bettenhausen
Chloe Nosari
Barb Francis
Charles Monahan
Anniversaries
Mark & Gail Hinds
George & Karen Blohowiak
Gordon & Dorothy Sowle
Joey & Vanessa Peglar
Nick & Linda Wisniewski
Rick & Jan Schmeski
James & Maryln Evans
Chester & Jeanine Kocherer
Bob & Judy Hummitsch
Brad & Linda Berg
Eric & Sarah Dwyer
Larry & Marsha Frogge
Mike & Anita Lockhart
Ernest & Numreta McFarland
Dan & Anne Mace
Bruce & Vicky Wolf
Steve & Rhonda Hayward
Bryan & Mary Douglas
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November to December Congregational Activities
We are approaching a very busy time in each of
our personal lives as we have finally gotten into the
coolness that is the Fall season. But it is noticeably
more so in the activities of CCMH.
“Willing Workers” have begun their planning for
their Christmas activities. The collection for Show-Me
Children’s Home Christmas gifts began October 8
through November 1st. Money may be given to Arlene Dixon or Mary Lou Fortier. Christmas gifts are
purchased for those children who are cared for at
Show-Me Children’s Home in LaMonte, MO.
The “Trunk or Treat” announcement has kicked
off and triggered the first bag of incoming candy into
the church office. We need all the trunks we can get
decorated to delight those little trick or treaters coming through our parking lot on October 31, from 6-8
pm. We need hot dogs, buns, chips and candy. But,
most of all we need helpers for the games and the
kitchen. Contact Eric if you can help.
“Warm Someone's Heart” is Sunday November 5.
Bring new portable heaters, new electric blankets and
new or gently used clean blankets with you to church
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that day. These will be distributed by Ozark Center of
Hope & The Christian Clothing Exchange.
"Ingathering" is scheduled for Wednesday night,
November 15, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. It was also known as
the "Feast Tabernacles" in the Old Testament when
the harvest was finally gathered. Ingathering is an
opportunity to praise God for the blessings He gives
and an opportunity to let others know how He has
worked in our lives. Money donated on November 15
will be donated to the Mountain Home Food Basket. If
you would like to participate in the Ingathering in a
praise, song, prayer or thanksgiving, please let Jason
Schmeski or Arlene Dixon know.
The “Ladies’ Christmas Party” is December 7 at 6
pm. During the meal there will be a special speaker,
followed by Christmas carols. Afterwards, the gifts
purchased for the children of Show–Me Children’s
Home by the Willing Workers will be wrapped to be
transported to the Children’s Home.
Join us Christmas Eve for the Holiday Vespers service at 9:30 a.m. Bible classes are canceled.
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION
Matthew 28:19-20
Wednesday Evening
5:30 Supper
6:30 Bible Classes

Sunday Morning
9:30 Worship
11:00 Bible Classes

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
1365 Eastside Centre Court
Mtn. Home, AR 72653 870-425-8323
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