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 “How can a young man keep his way 
pure? By guarding it according to your 
word. I have stored up your word in my 
heart, that I might not sin against 
you.” (Psalm 119:9, 11).  
 Memorization is how we store up the 
Word in our hearts. The early Christians did 
not have the written Word. They had to 
commit to memory what they heard, in or-
der to share it. 
 During Jesus’ temptation in the wilder-
ness, He recited scripture. And the devil fled 
from Him! 
 It is said that what comes from our 
mouths is an overflow of our hearts. In a day 
when profanity, crude jokes and criticism 
flow into our lives constantly via the media, 
what better way to prevent that from 
settling in our hearts than to fill it with scrip-
ture! Proverbs 25:11 says, “A word fitly spo-
ken is like apples of gold in a setting of sil-
ver.” 
 We are commanded in scripture to mem-
orize scripture. Colossians 3:16 says, “let the 
Word of Christ dwell in us richly.” Deuteron-
omy 6:4-9 tells us to bind God’s law on our 
foreheads, teach it to our children, talk 
about it  wherever we go and make it a focal 
point in our lives. How can we teach God’s 
Word, if we do not know it? 
 We can avoid temptation by memorizing 
scripture and meditating on it. And, we can 
more easily avoid that temptation if God’s 
Word is fresh in our minds. Psalm 119:9 
says, “How can a young person stay on the 
path of purity? By living according to your 
word.” How can we know His Word?  We 
can know His Word when we begin to study 
and begin to memorize scripture. 
 God’s blessings come into our lives by 
memorizing scripture.  Joshua 1:8 says, 
“Keep this Book of the Law always on your 

lips; meditate on it day and night, so that 
you may be careful to do everything written 
in it. Then you will be prosperous and suc-
cessful.” Blessings that come from medi-
tating and memorizing scripture are not nec-
essarily prosperity, health or wealth. They 
are manifested in greater communication 
with the Supreme Creator, a sincere hope in 
our salvation and spiritual strength. 
 With world conditions as they are  today, 
we can all use more spiritual strength. That 
comes from the one offensive weapon we 
have in the armor of God—the Sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God. (Matthew 
4:1-11) Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the Word of 
God is alive and active. Sharper than any 
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; 
it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the 
heart.” 
 First Peter 3:15 says, “Always be pre-
pared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for the hope 
that you have.” We are to bear witness to 
those with whom we come in contact that 
our hope is in the Lord God, always pre-
pared to deliver His message addressing 
their need for salvation. 
 We don’t always carry a Bible with us. 
When the need arises, we can’t always ref-
erence a concordance to find the answers to 
questions the lost might have. BUT if we 
begin to memorize scripture, the answers 
will be His Word flowing from our hearts out 
our mouths. 
 Using God’s words instead of our own 
gives the message more authority and draws 
attention to the power found in God’s Word.  
 Drop by the kids’ classrooms here or at 
Mountain Home Christian Academy and lis-
ten to them reciting scripture from memory-
now that’s power! 

‘Even a Kid Can Do It’                                                             by Joyce Rhoads 
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Youth Minister’s Pen                       by Eric Dwyer  

  
 I remember what it was like to have a 
substitute when I was in school. We gen-
erally viewed it as a chance to slack off. 
No one would take 
notes because when 
the cat is away the 
mice will play. Unfor-
tunately, many of the 
substitute teachers I 
had gave the appear-
ance they were only 
there for the 
paycheck and were 
quite literally just 
being a warm body in 
the classroom.  
 Thankfully CCMH 
is blessed with multi-
ple fantastic teachers from preschool all 
the way up to working at ASU Mountain 
Home. We have full time teachers and 
substitute teachers in both the public and 
private sectors. We also have gifted Bible 
teachers. I want you to please take a mo-
ment and thank God for the unusual per-
centage of gifted teachers we have at 
CCMH.   
 Those who teach throughout the week 
often take the time to prepare and deliver 
lessons as a service to the church body. 
They choose to take their free time to 
continue the work they do with the rest of 
their days.  
 As I write this, I am sitting in a class-
room at the Mountain Home Christian 
Academy during a break period. I have the 
honor of being a substitute teacher. As I 
take a moment to consider my surround-
ings I am once again struck by the weight 
of the task of teaching. I have been ex-
tended the opportunity to teach an entire 
class of youth who are attempting to fur-
ther their future through education.  
 I feel the same way when I am at the 
high school mentoring during the advisory 
class period once a month. I experienced 
this feeling in a whole new form when I 
was honored with the chance to guest 
lecture at Ozark Christian College last 
week to a class full of future youth work-
ers and ministers. And you had better be-

lieve anyone who gets up to deliver a 
message or lesson from the word of God 
feels the weight of teaching.   

 Take note of these 
words written by James, 
(the half-brother) of Je-
sus. “Not many of you 
should become teachers, 
my fellow believers, be-
cause you know that we 
who teach will be judged 
more strictly.” (James 3:1 
NIV).  
 The verse in James 
begs a question.  If we are 
to be judged more strictly 
than all others because 
we claim to speak for God 

and mold the future of His people, why 
would anyone WILLINGLY sign up to do 
that? Perhaps they have a passion for 
teaching. And what could be more im-
portant than teaching the word and in-
spiring a class to learn more about Him? 
 It can be summed up by the word, 
“Inspired.” Perhaps this is a good moment 
to remind us all of the vision of the Educa-
tion Ministry Team at CCMH.   
 “Inspired” can be broken down into 
three categories, “Word, Life, Class.”  We 
believe the Bible is the inspired Word of 
God.  Individual lives get inspired as aver-
age people open this inspired Word and 
watch it change them from the inside out.  
 Often times these inspired lives want 
to share what God is doing through His 
inspired Word.  They then get in front of a 
group of people and can inspire them 
through the power of God and their own 
personal passion.   
 Amazing things happen when you 
come across an  inspired class.  They can 
change the world.   
 Let’s close with a quote and a ques-
tion. Robert John Meehan wrote, 
“Teachers who love teaching teach chil-
dren to love learning.”  Whether you are a 
student, a teacher, or even a fill-in, are 
you inspired? 
 

  

Verses to Memorize 
 

2 Cor 5:21 
“God made him who 
had no sin to be sin for 
us, so that in him we 
might become the right-
eousness of God.” 
 

Isaiah 53:5 
“But he was pierced for 
our transgressions, he 
was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punish-
ment that brought us 
peace was on him, and 
by his wounds we are 
healed.” 
 

I John 1:9 
“If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness.” 
 

Acts 4:12 
“Salvation is found in no 
one else, for there is no 
other name under heav-
en given to mankind by 
which we must be 
saved.” 
 

I Thess 5:16-18 
“Rejoice always,  pray 
continually, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for 
this is God’s will for you 
in Christ Jesus.” 
 

Ezekiel 36:26 
“I will give you a new 
heart and put a new 
spirit in you; I will re-
move from you your 
heart of stone and give 
you a heart of flesh.” 



Family Info 
For May 

 
Meetings 

 

2 Benevolence Ministry 
 Team @ 6:30 
8 Elders @ 6:30 
 

Birthdays 
 

1 Angie Bertel Crider 
6 Dell Pickett 
7 Mary Lou Fortier 
7 Saleem Massey 
11 Tom Mahoney 
12 Romola Henry 
17 Hubert Pickett 
17 Ashton Schmeski 
17 Joseph May 
19 Maggie Salik 
21 Susan Srutowski 
25 Simon Massey 
26 Anne Mahoney 
30 Curtis Klos 
30 Alice Wyma 
30 Ed Srutowski 
30 Julian Armijo 
31 Jaxson Peglar 
 

Anniversaries 
 

10 Gene & Becky McCoy 
14 Ken & Joyce Rhoads 
24 Richard & Leslie Hytinen 
31 Steve & LaDonna Mendleski 
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‘A.C.T.S’                              by Anne Mahoney  

 According to the dictionary,  prayer is a 
solemn request for help or expression of 
thanks addressed to God.   
 Yes, but it is so much more.   It is a per-
sonal—say it again, personal conversation 
with God based on a personal relationship 
with God.   
 To some personal is formal—hands 
folded on bended knee quoting Bible vers-
es or memorized prose.  Others are expres-
sive, with hands raised and dramatic verse 
calling on God for help.  Some people pre-
fer quiet and private.  They find a quiet 
place, close the door and recite prayers 
they have composed.  And some need to 
speak to God quietly and to themselves, 
with no audible or outward expression.  
There is a place for all of these.   
 There is a proper time and place in eve-
ryone’s prayer life.  There is no right or 

wrong, unless we are doing it 
for show.  “And when you 
pray, you must not be like the 
hypocrites. For they love to 
stand and pray in synagogues 

and at street corners where they can be 
seen.”  Matthew 6:5   

We can learn to pray with A.C.TS. - a simple 
reminder: 
 Adoration – “Praise be to God.” Psalms 
68:35 Praise Him and His power and wis-
dom.  Let Him know how much you appre-
ciate Him; how much you love Him. “How 
awesome are your deeds.” Psalms 66:3   
Praise Him for His power...how much you 
appreciate and love Him.  
 Confession – “If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just, and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteous-
ness.”  Humble yourself and thank him for 
his forgiveness.  Ask him to help you in the 
future. 
 Thanksgiving – “…glorify him with 
thanksgiving,” Psalms 69:30   Thank God.  
We have so much for which to be thankful. 
 Supplication – “Make your requests 
known to God”, Philippians 4:6   Tell him 
what you need, making sure that you com-
municate that God’s will is what you desire. 
Be specific: strength for yourself, help with 
financial needs, or health for a friend.  
 Yes, He already knows; but, He wants to 
hear it from us.   

 …and he took me aside as not to em-
barrass me and asked me why I didn’t say a 
prayer over my dinner.  Oh, but I did.  It 
was not an outward display of clasping my 
hands and looking up to heaven.  It was not 
verbal or aloud for all to hear.  It was a qui-
et, “Lord, you are so gracious.  Thank you 
for this meal.  May it nourish me through-
out the day.”   
 I praised the Lord, thanked 
the Lord, and made my desire 
known.  It really is that simple.   
 As we finished our meal 
and prepared to leave for the 
drive home, I prayed silently to 
myself, “Father, please protect us on our 
way home.”   We stopped to talk to friends 
in the parking lot and she told us of her 
experience this week with a person in the 
nursing home.  I prayed silently, to myself, 
“Dear Lord, you are all mighty.  If it is your 
will, please, allow her patient to be healed 
both physically and spiritually.”   

 It felt so good to be home safe and 
sound, ready for bed after a long day. As I 
was lying there I closed my eyes and asked 
my Father “to tuck me in.”  “We talked 
about the day, and how grateful I was, and 
how I was looking forward to tomorrow, 
and for another chance to do his will.”  He 
blessed me with a feeling of contentment.  

I smiled, knowing it is all out of my con-
trol and He loves me.  
 I often wonder if He smiles back.  I 
am sure he does.  I imagine that He 
winks and nods as He tells me He is 
pleased and that He knows I will do 
better tomorrow. I always do my best, 

but always want to do better. 
 Prayer is not complicated. But we 
sometimes make things difficult.  Learning 
to pray should not be complicated, difficult 
or intimidating.  So approach prayer as a 
conversation with our Father.  He wants to 
hear from you. He is waiting to hear from 
you.   

‘Not an Outward Display…’                                              by Anne Mahoney  

We rejoice with Sierra Lee 
and her mother, Sandi 

Olson, and Khloe Cotter 
who were baptized last 

month for the forgiveness 
of their sins. 
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Sunday Morning 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Bible Classes 

Wednesday Evening 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Bible Classes 

‘Be Specific for What You Pray’                                                                                         by Joyce Rhoads 

 Matthew 21:22 says, “If you believe, you will re-
ceive whatever you ask for in prayer.”  
 Mark 11:24 says, “Therefore I tell you, whatever 
you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received 
it, and it will be yours.” 
 James 5:16 says, “The prayer of a righteous person 
is powerful and effective.” 
 Philippians 4:6 says, “Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and peti-
tion, with thanksgiving, present your re-
quests to God.” 
 Romans 12:12 says, “Be joyful in hope, 
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” 
 In studying prayer, the Battle Plan for 
Prayer” class has studied the ways in which 
we should pray.  One of the most important 
keys to a rewarding prayer life is to harbor no secret or  
unforgiven sins. He knows all! We must seek for-
giveness before we expect to receive His blessings. “If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteous-
ness.” 1 John 1:9.   
  

 When we pray, we should pray specifically for 
what we want and we should expect an answer to our 
prayers. God’s answer may not be, Yes. As a loving 
Father, God knows what is best for each of us. 
 This world needs a revival that must begin in the 
heart of each of us. Prayer is the most powerful, awe-
some tool God has given us! Why is it lacking in each 
of us today? 
 As we begin to enrich our prayer life, let us think 

on Matthew 7:7, where Jesus says, “Keep on ask-
ing, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep 
on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, 
and the door will be opened to you.” 
 Our hearts must be open to God before we 
can receive Him, praise Him or petition Him.  
 Luke 6:48 talks of God’s abundant blessings. 

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will 
be poured into your lap. For with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you.” 
 But most importantly we should pray, “not our will 
but Yours, Father”. 


