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The Return of the Milk Man                                   by Anne Mahoney 

 As he comes walking down the hall, his 
attention is in the palm of his hand and his 
thumbs are moving at a high rate of speed 
unknown to most adults.  A life line in many 
cases, to friends and family.   
 Gone are the days of meeting with the 
neighbor kids for a ball game or sitting on the 
front porch with grandma talking to neighbors 
going by.  A Norman Rockwell moment for 
sure.  While many of us long for those days, or 
even a glimpse of those days now and then, 
we have to admit that it will never be May-
berry again.  We might as well get used to it.   
 And how do you propose we do that.  
Many among the older generation don’t even 
own a cell phone.  And Facebook is taboo.  
We shun the thought of anyone using a text 
to call someone in the other room to dinner.  
Yes, it happens. And everything is immediate, 
right now.   Admit it, you like right now, too.  
You like immediate gratification, if not just a 
little. 
 Our first thought might be to just impose 
a break from all electronics.  No phone, no TV 
and no computer!  This is not a bad idea, and 
probably should be considered from time to 
time, like dinner time. But how many of you 
panic when you forget your phone or turn it 
off, even for a few hours on Sunday morning?   
It’s an addiction or maybe just a convenience 
that we have become so used to that, like the 
refrigerator, we could no longer live without.   
 Oh, you say there is no comparison. But 
think about it.  When grandma had ice deliv-
ered, she met the ice man and they talked.  
They communicated. Likewise with the milk 
man. Or the small local neighborhood grocery 
stores where people would sit around the 
pickle barrel and discuss the local news,  poli-
tics and occasionally religion.    
 Isn’t that what we do today with our com-
puters in our pockets?  I mean the one that 
makes phone calls, too.   

 Our children and grandchildren have 
grown up in this new era of communication 
and they know no different.  We are not going 
to change that and go back, so maybe we 
need to move forward while sharing a little of 
what used to be.   
 Just because we cannot turn back the 
hands of time or the new age of communica-
tion, it doesn’t mean we can’t offer an experi-
ence that will soon be gone as we of this older 
generation are no longer here.  So, I asked 
God to make me a milk man.  
  The Prayer Ministry Team has reached out 
to the youth of our church and begun a JR 
Prayer Ministry.  They will be joining us for 
prayer on Sunday morning, meeting and com-
municating, one on one, in person, just like 
the milk man, about something we are all 
passionate about— prayer.   
 However, along with this interaction, it is 
beneficial to reach them on their level, as 
well.  Together, we talked about how to en-
gage others about prayer.   
 One idea is promoting the 9th Hour Prayer 
Ministry— approaching others with a small 
cross to carry in their pocket, a card explain-
ing the concept of stopping and praying at 
3:00, or the 9th hour.   
 More details are on our web site and 
available at the office, by the way (or, as the 
kids would say, btw).  Another idea is to also  
text those who give us permission a reminder 
to stop and pray at 3:00. Or, if preferred, a 
Facebook notification or email saying the 
same thing.  While God has given us tools 
such as a natural ability to communicate, He 
also has given us the ability to understand and 
learn a new form of communication.  Gifts 
from God come in many different packages. 
It’s exciting. The younger generation brings 
with it new life, new ideas, and energy.    
 I don’t know about you but I can use some 
energy.   
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Those attending the 
Hilltoppers’ meeting on 

February 16, 2017  
decided to attend the  
Laura Ingalls Wilder 

Museum on Thursday, 
April 20, 2017. The 

church van will leave  
the church building at 

8:30 am that day. 

  When a Facebook post contains infor-
mation or inspiration that you think 
would benefit others, you click the 
“share” icon or button. When you hear a 
good story that you think will interest 
others, you want to share it. What better 
story to share than the gospel?! 
 Our congregation will have an excel-
lent opportunity to do just that when we 
launch The Story next month.  From East-
er to Thanksgiving we will take a chrono-
logical journey through the Bible. Prepa-
rations are being made right now to pro-
vide every participant a meaningful and 
enjoyable retelling of God’s story. What 
makes it especially exciting is that we will 
be discovering how His story impacts our 
story. But we encourage you to share 
that excitement with others, whose life 
stories could also be impacted. 
 Thousands of participating churches 
across the nation have reported in-
creased community outreach, increased 
Biblical literacy and congregational 
growth. But  that resulted only as the 
people in the congregation shared the 
story with their associates. There are 
practical ways to share The Story. 
 1. Purchase a copy of The Story to gift 
to a friend. The book is made available at 
the very affordable price of $5.00! Buy a 
copy for yourself and another for a friend 
with whom you want to share The Story.  
 2. Give the extra copy of The Story to 
your friend when you invite him or her to 
join us on the journey. Do this during the 
month of March. 
 3. Invite your friend to attend our 
family gathering on Easter Sunday, April 
16. The customary celebration of the 
gospel story that day will provide a natu-
ral pre-launch ignition to the 31-week 
series. 
 4. Commit to faithful participation in 
the series and to cultivating and nurtur-
ing a personal evangelistic relationship 
with the one with whom you share The 
Story. 
 5. Throughout the series, be alert to 
every opportunity to share The Story 
with newcomers who attend our family 
gatherings. Additional copies of The Story 

will be available for you to purchase and 
present to a newcomer when you extend 
your personal invitation to join you on 
the journey.  

 A good story is to be shared. The gos-
pel story does good when it is shared. 
You will receive good when you share it! 
 Not only will you have opportunity to 
share The Story with those who are not 
currently a part of our family fellowship, 
but also with those of our family with 
whom you are not currently acquainted. 
Each Sunday gathering will include a seg-
ment in which you will share a round 
table with four to six others in a discus-
sion format led by Hubert Pickett and 
another leader or two on occasion. These 
will have maximum effect as you seek out 
and sit with people who are not in your 
current circle of acquaintance. Expanding 
your boundaries and extending the bor-
ders of your familiarity will increase the 
impact of sharing The Story.  
 These small group conversations will 
give you opportunity to share how God’s 
story is shaping and molding your story. 
They will also serve as a laboratory, of 
sorts, in which to practice sharing the 
story among friends, which will help to 
prepare you to share the story with 
those who need to hear it.  

Build anticipation for this great series 
by watching testimonials of those 
whose lives have been blessed by  

The Story. 
www.thestory.com/testimonials 

Coming Next Month! 



Family Info 
For March 

Meetings 
 

1 Women of Worth @ 9:30 
4 ‘War Room’ movie showing-2 pm 
5 Prayer Ministry Team @ noon 
8 Women of Worth @ 9:30 
13 Willing Workers @ 1 pm 
13 Elders @ 6:30 
15 Women of Worth @ 9:30 
22 Women of Worth @ 9:30 
29 Women of Worth @ 9:30 
 
 
 

Birthdays 
 
5 Courtney Pickett 
7 Riley Peglar 
8 Ken Fortier 
9 Dick Schneider 
11 Norm Belicek 
15 Ivadel Cotter 
15 Ernest McFarland 
17 Mel Peters 
21 Jerry Rose 
25 Bonnie Peters 
26 Ken Rhoads 
28 Millicent Byrd 

 
Anniversaries 

12 Bill & Reba Rorie 
12 Dick & Lynn Huett 
28 Mel & Bonnie Peters 
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  Lest you find what I have described 
rather overwhelming, in terms of trying 
to do something like it yourself, please 
be advised this is not an overnight result. 
  It was more than ten years ago that I 
first began sensing a need to be more 
diligent about praying for my fellow wor-
shippers. So to be clear, this habit has 
developed over many years, as has my 
habit of reading the Bible through each 
year.  
  It presents a quandary 
for me as to whether to be 
glad that only a few people 
will read this article and 
know of my embarrassing 
confession or to be sad 
that so many will not see a 
challenge to increase the 
frequency and broadening 
of their own prayer life.  
 Because the purpose of this article is 
to be an encouragement to deepen your 
own prayer life, it has occurred to me 
that an incentive to do so might come in 
the form of an invitation.  
 If your response is a positive decision 
to increase the time you spend each day 
in prayer, let me know by communi-
cating that objective to me in some man-
ner. An oral, written or email affirmation 
of your intent will be welcome.  
 For each person who makes this re-
sponse to me of their commitment, I will 

make a donation in their name (or anon-
ymously if you choose) to a local minis-
try, mission, or gospel related endeavor. 
 You may pick your favorite or choose 
from this list, which is not exhaustive: 
Pregnancy Resource Center, Christian 
Academy, Food Basket, CareCenter Min-
istries, Serenity, The Call, Gamma House, 
Alpha House, Into the Light, Families 
Count, Christian Clinic, John 3:16 Minis-

tries, Discovery Ministries or 
our own Benevolence Minis-
try.  
 Of course you are free to 
choose to make a donation 
yourself with the purpose in 
mind of reinforcing your own 
personal self-acknowledged 
determination.  Obviously, it 
will take some time in prayer 

and thought on the subject before you 
can make such a commitment.  Hopeful-
ly you will not dismiss the idea without 
any consideration at all.  
 It will be a pleasure to report in the 
future as to how many respond saying 
they intend to increase their time in 
prayer each day.  
 That knowledge has the potential to 
encourage not only the members of the 
Prayer Ministry Team, but everyone in 
our congregation. 

Centenarian  
is Born Again! 
We rejoice with Jon  
Gambold, whose aunt, 

Maxine Harris, 
was baptized for the 
forgiveness of sin on 
Friday, February 17.  
Several witnessed  
Maxine's good  
confession and bap-
tism. 
Her 100th birthday 
is April 4! 

Leading in Prayer, Part 2                                 by Louise Addington

International Heritage Day 
 
 On March 12 we will be celebrating 
International Heritage Day during the Bible 
class time.  Six ladies in our congregation 
are first generation immigrants. 
 The celebration will begin with a video 
introduction to the six ladies. Everyone will 
then be encouraged to visit the exhibits 
displaying items from each lady’s home-
land.  
 Everyone is encouraged to bring a dish 
representing their own ancestral heritage 
to share in the noontime pot luck luncheon 
afterwards. 
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Sunday Morning 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Bible Classes 

Wednesday Evening 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Bible Classes 

 We have declared WAR on drugs, WAR on pov-
erty.  We have even declared WAR on other nations.  
It’s time we declare WAR on all evil.   Evil that lurks 
around every corner in our lives today.  The devil is 
ever present to tempt all of us at every turn.  From 
the simplest temptation of eating that extra donut or 
stealing that shiny new phone that someone left on 
the counter to the addition of drugs and human 
trafficking. No matter what, where, or when, all evil 
comes from the devil and we must declare war on 
him. 
 The Struggle is 
Real.  But, so is the 
power of prayer! 
Develop a prayer 
strategy all your 
own as you learn 
to be specific and 
strategic in prayer. 
We will look at 
what prayer is and what it’s not, and be reminded 
why God wants us to pray through this 8-session Bible 
study, beginning March 8th.  

Develop your own prayer strategy.   

 Learn to fight your battles the right way – through 
prayer.   

 Develop the spiritual discipline of prayer and prayer 
strategy.  

 Learn to journal and write specific prayers.  

 Discover the power of prayer within the context of a 
small group. 

 Expand participants’ understanding of spiritual war-
fare. 

 Develop strategies to battle the real Enemy through 
prayer. 

 Dig deeper into the spiritual discipline aspects of 
prayer. 

 Create opportunity for study among both inexperi-
enced Bible study students and those well-versed in 
Scripture. 

 Join us for an 8 week course in the War Room, 
room 117, with video presentation followed by dis-
cussion lead by Bruce Wolf, each Wednesday night 
through April 26th.  Work books will be provided.  
Sign up today.  Call the office or email and let us know 
you are attending.   

‘Sometimes the Temptation is on a Grander Scale’                               by Anne Mahoney               


