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‘Kneel or Stand, Your Choice’
As recorded in Daniel 3, when Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego stood before Nebuchadnezzar, they were not certain God
would save them from the fiery furnace. But
they stood when the king demanded they
kneel. Daniel 3:17-18 says, “If we are
thrown into the blazing furnace, the God
we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he
will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.
But even if he does not, we want you to
know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve
your gods or worship the image of gold you
have set up.”
There are many things
worse than dying. I gave
some thought to this recently.
In the movie,
‘Lonesome Dove’, Charley
says in response to a mother not wanting her sons to
stand up to evil in fear of them being killed,
‘Well, you may not know this, but there’s
things that gnaw at a man worse than dying’.
I started thinking about things for which
one would consider dying.
Our “Greatest Generation”, documented
by Tom Brokaw, went through tremendous
hardships. Part of that began during the
Great Depression, when almost everyone
was destitute. People underwent situations
where providing food for their table might
cause them to act in a manner they would
not otherwise.
That tremendous hardship was most
evident as sons and husbands, fathers and
brothers received notices from Uncle Sam to
join the fight in Europe. These men had to
make the decision to fight and perhaps to
die to defend our county.
In my raising, accentuated by a father
and grandfathers before him that fought

by Joyce Rhoads
during war-time, we were taught to ‘stand
with a fist’. That expression is from ‘Dances
with Wolves’, exhibited by one of the actresses standing up to any and all forms of
oppression.
Recently, three men went to the aid of
total strangers on a train when they were
being threatened because of their
‘perceived’ nationality. Two of those men
lost their lives. They made a split-second
decision to protect someone vulnerable.
We call them heroes, and rightfully so!
How many more people witness brutality and do nothing.
They have to live with that
knowledge.
What parent reading this
would, without thought for
their own safety, protect
their child to the death? Mama bears are noted for fiercely protecting
their young.
Despite consequences, one must stand
up to a bully. Being knocked down is far less
damaging than having to live with the
thought of just lying down for it.
My brothers were instructed to never
start a fight, but they were not to walk away
from one, either. Those words were etched
in my mind also.
I think we take for granted those men
and women who are in harms way protecting those they do not even know personally. I like the ad campaign for firefighters,
the military and the police…’When others
are running from tragedy, they are running
towards it!’
It’s a privilege to stand up for God. In
some countries, one might die for taking a
stand for God. We are not in that situation,
but many are. We all must decide for ourselves for what we would die.
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Christian Church of
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Summa Cum Laude
(above 4.0 GPA)
Rosella Kowalsky
Christopher Hunt Nosari II
Magna Cum Laude
(3.75 to 4.0 GPA
Landon Crider
other graduates
Amanda LeBlanc
Angelica LeBlanc
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The hymn written by James E. Orr,
“Search Me, O God,” contains the lyric,
“O Holy Ghost, revival comes from Thee;
Send a revival, start the work in me.” The
desire expressed in the first phrase of this
petition is often prevented by the necessary dedication expressed in the second.
Pray for revival? Sure! But start the work
in ME? Well, now, we need to talk about
that.
The desire for
“Prayer is never an acceptable substitute for revival is variously
obedience. The sover- expressed in Scripeign Lord accepts no ture. The Psalmist
offering from His crea- pleaded
(85:6),
tures that is not accom- “Will you not revive
panied by obedience. To us again, that your
pray for revival while
people may rejoice
ignoring or actually
you?” Peter
flouting the plain precept in
laid down in the Scrip- writes about “times
tures is to waste a lot of of refreshing” that
words, and get nothing come from the Lord
for our trouble.” (Acts 3:19). The call
— A. W. Tozer for repentance and
revival was issued
by kings and prophets (2 Chronicles 29:311;30:6-9; 34:19-33). Rodney Brown observes that prayers of repentance are
prayers for revival, for revival requires repentance.
This is where revival gets personal.
Kim Mallette writes,
“Revival is a renewed
“The focus on true
conviction of sin and
repentance, followed by revival should be on
an intense desire to live personal holiness,
in obedience to God. It surrender, repentis giving up one’s will to ance,
recommitGod in deep humility.” ment,
fruit—Charles Finney bearing.” The revived Christian then has responsibility to
bring about revival in the congregation.
Jan Farthing laments that we have come
to think of revival as a meeting to which
people are called to be convicted by a
message delivered by someone other
than myself, thereby relieving the individual of his responsibility.
We should pray for personal revival
before we pray for revival in our congregation. Or in our nation. Consider some
indicators that personal revival is occurring.
If a “successful revival” is measured
by the number of people who attend the
series of meetings we call a revival, personal revival may be measured by my
attendance when the church meets. It is
difficult to generate congregational reviv-
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by Gene McCoy
al when those praying for revival are absent from meetings of the church, where
they could personally engage in encouraging the family. If all those who pray for
revival in their church would make
meetings of the
“Revival awakens in
church a priority, the
our hearts an
increased awareness chances of revival
of the presence of
would increase draGod, a new love for
matically.
God, a new hatred for
If a “successful
sin, and a hunger for
revival” is measured
His Word.”
by demonstrable en—Del Fehsenfeld, Jr.
thusiasm and excitement, those who pray for revival will
demonstrate active interest in all things
relating to the family. At the very least,
he will be conspicuous in his active participation in the event we call “the worship
service.” Those who observe this will be
revived. Further, however, he will devote
his resources (time,
”I don’t have any way
energy, money) to
to control the Spirit or
achieve goals aimed
create revival. I pray
at revival.
that the Holy Spirit
If a “successful
would move upon the
church, but at the
revival” is measured
same time, I want to
by an intensity in
be busy evangelizing. I evangelistic fervor,
am not one of those
those who pray for
people who moan and
revival will display
pray for revival all the
time, but do nothing. their sincerity by being active evange—Mark Dever
lists. They will greet
newcomers and initiate relationships that
extend beyond the meetings of the
church. They will go out of their way to
befriend and to serve.
If a “successful revival” is measured
by indicators of genuine confession and
consecration, the one praying for revival
will become an answer to his prayer by
constantly avoiding even the appearance
of evil by removing from his life anything
that competes for his loyalty to Christ.
This list is certainly not exhaustive,
but it would never be complete except
we acknowledge our tendency to offer
excuses to somehow justify or rationalize
our shortcomings. Those who are serious
about revival and are not content to
merely pray for it, will rise to the challenge and undergird
“The only reason we
their prayers through don’t have revival is
personal revival. Be- because we are willfore you pray for re- ing to live without it.”
vival in your church, —Leonard Ravenhill
pray for revival in your life.
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‘Even If’
We all go through trials. Most probably
not to the extent of the three mentioned
in Daniel 3. But, we all have our storms in
life. A common misconception is that once
we become Christians, there will be
smooth sailing. God does not promise us
that. What He does promise is that He will
be with us through every hardship or heart
-break.
‘Even If’, by Mercy Me echoes that same
conviction.
“I know You're able and I know You can
Save through the fire
with Your mighty hand
But even if You don't
My hope is You alone.”

The Prayer Ministry has made available
to many of the congregation lessons on
praying and specifically for what, and how
we are to pray.
Romans 8:26 says “In the same way, the
Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not
know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through
wordless groans.”
Some of my thoughts about prayer has
been altered recently by studying about
prayer more deeply.
“Do not be anxious about anything, but
in every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests
to God.”, Philippians 4:6
The lyrics in ‘Praise You In This Storm’, by
Casting Crowns really emphasizes that God
does not always answer our prayers in just
the way we think He should.
“I was sure by now, God you would have
reached down
And wiped our tears away,
Stepped in and saved the day.
But once again, I say amen
And, it's still raining.
As the thunder rolls
I barely hear your whisper
through the rain, ‘I'm with you’
And as your mercy falls
I raise my hands and praise
The God who gives and takes away”

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, “Rejoice
always, pray continually, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.”
“And I'll praise you in this storm
And I will lift my hands.
That you are who you are,
No matter where I am.
And every tear I've cried,
You hold in your hand.
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by Joyce Rhoads
You never left my side.
And though my heart is torn,
I will praise you in this storm.
I remember when I stumbled in the wind,
You heard my cry, you raised me up again.
My strength is almost gone,
How can I carry on, if I can't find you?”

Psalm 121:1-3 says, “I lift up my eyes to
the mountains—where does my help come
from? My help comes from the Lord, the
Maker of heaven and earth”.
“I lift my eyes unto the hills

Family Info
For June
Meetings
12 Elders @ 6:30

Birthdays

2 Samreena Massey
3 Bob Hummitsch
6 Stephen Walton
Where does my help come from?
7 Jessica Vrellaku
My help comes from the Lord
The maker of heaven and earth
11 Paul Mace
And I'll praise you in this storm
15 June Bankes
And I will lift my hands
18 Madison Schmeski
That you are who you are
No matter where I am
19 Gail HInds
And every tear I've cried
17 Joseph May
You hold in your hand
19 Maggie Salik
You never left my side
And though my heart is torn
19 Kytalin Cotter
I will praise you in this storm
19 Chiaki Belicek
And though my heart is torn
I will praise you in this storm.”
24 Arlene Dixon
When I first heard the lyrics above, I was 27 Gene McCoy
convicted about thinking, “How could this 27 David Nixon
be happening to me? I’m a Christian.” I 29 Cindy Turner
spent some time thinking about that in the
Anniversaries
last year or so, while my husband and I
have been in one of our “storms”. Jesus 8 Jay & Romola Henry-50th
set the example for us on how to pray.
14 Norman & Kathy Lueck
Before His “storm”, Jesus prayed the 14 Dick & Daisy Schneider
night before his crucifixion that it would 16 Jason & Sam Schmeski
not happen, but that God’s will be
done. “Father, if you are willing, take this
cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be
done.” ‘An angel from heaven appeared to
him and strengthened him. And being in
anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and
his sweat was like drops of blood falling to
the ground.’ Luke 22:42-44
“During the days of Jesus’ life on earth,
he offered up prayers and petitions with
fervent cries and tears to the one who
could save him from death.” Hebrew 5:7
Through Jesus’ prayer life, his example
shows us that prayer is powerful, comJuly 31- Aug 4
manded and absolutely essential in living a
Mark
your Calendars!
Godly life. God is with us through it all,
from the first tears of pain to the last tears
More information to
of praise.
follow.
God loves us and demands our loyalty to
Him. He will have no other gods before
Him. We are to hold Him up and stand by
Him, even when things are golden and
when they are not!
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It’s summer time!

by Eric Dwyer

Long, sunny days filled with vacations and activities
are all over Facebook. I wanted to take a moment to
let you know what “Connection” is doing the next
couple of months so you can keep the Youth Ministry
in your prayers.
The 7th and 8th graders are heading to Underwood, Indiana June
16th – 21st for an event put on by
Christ In Youth called, “Mix.” We
will be looking at the life of Peter
and having a BLAST while we do
it. Please lift us up as we travel
and learn. These young students
are not just the future of the
youth group, they are the future of the Church and
they need prayerful protection. We want the Word of
Christ to dwell in them richly! See me for a list of
names if you would like to pray for them by name!
I also like to get feedback from the students on our
lessons. Before we finished our recent series in May, I

June 2017

asked them to take a couple of weeks to let me know
what they would like to learn as a group. They decided they wanted to learn how to teach Bible lessons.
My heart skipped a beat when the students said they wanted to learn how to
effectively teach other people the
Truth. In order to teach the Bible well,
we are starting with reading the Bible
well. I told the students that this would
be a challenging course (especially over
summer when their brains tend to turn
into mush). They still wanted to pursue
this course and, after our first lesson,
seem to have accepted the challenge.
Please pray for their focus, their commitment, and for
their love of God’s Word.
This is an exciting time to be a part of “Connection!”
Contact me if you want to donate or volunteer. We
want to connect with God and connect with others!
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION
Matthew 28:19-20
Wednesday Evening
5:30 Supper
6:30 Bible Classes

Sunday Morning
9:30 Worship
11:00 Bible Classes

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
1365 Eastside Centre Court
Mtn. Home, AR 72653 870-425-8323
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