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Back to Basics by Eric Dwyer
There seems to be a never ending search
in our culture for the next, “Big Thing.” What
technological breakthrough will change our
lives forever? Which artist will be the next to
grace the top of the charts? Which athlete
will become the next superstar? When we
reach out to grasp the future we sometimes
let go of important matters of the past.
Names and events which once were crucial
to a system get purposefully abandoned or
accidentally neglected. As time keeps moving us forward, it is important to have a
healthy perspective of what has already
happened.
This is also true in the Church. Amazing
advances in art, science, government, and
philanthropy have come from the Church in
the last 2,000 years. Some well-intentioned
saints are attempting to continue this legacy
by seeking cutting edge ministry to meet the
changing culture with the
unchanging Truth. In our
attempts to minister to the
world, we too need to have a
healthy perspective of effective ministries of the past.
Unfortunately,
Christians
today can get distracted by
matters which are not necessarily evil by themselves, but
can keep us having the wrong
conversations and focusing
our resources in a careless
manner. We at CCMH try to avoid this trap
by seeking to be a body of believers who
model the Church as we read it in scripture.
What are some pitfalls to scriptural ministry
and how do we avoid them? Let’s start by
briefly looking at how many churches minister today. When people introduce their congregations to one another, the conversation
usually focuses on facilities, attendance, or
the Sunday morning service. Now let us
compare how similar we are to the greatest
preacher, teacher, healer, and minister of all
time and the early Church in Acts.
Regarding facilities, Jesus oversaw the
construction of exactly zero buildings. While
Jesus did teach about how to handle money
in a Godly way, there is no record of him
starting any capital campaign. People must
have donated money to the ministry of Jesus, as Judas was in charge of the finances of
the group (John 13:29). Yet Jesus told someone who wanted to follow Him that the Son
of Man had no place to rest his head
(Matthew 8:20). I am writing this article
from my office, so I am not saying building a

place for people to worship is a sin. It is a sin
to forget that the model of ministry in the
life of Jesus is that He is the cornerstone
(Mark 12:10) on which the Church is built.
The Church is not made of brick and mortar.
If they were needed, Jesus would have built
a magnificent temple to which we would all
travel on a regular basis. Instead, the only
wood and the only nails this carpenter
would use to build His Church would be the
very materials in His execution for our
crimes. Ministry through facilities will be in
vain if those facilities are not on the firm
foundation of Rock (Matthew 16:18).
I enjoy meeting new people and reconnecting with old friends when I attend ministry conventions. I have yet to attend a convention where I was not asked how many
people attend our church. This is usually the
second or third question someone asks me.
Numbers can be a sign of effective ministry.
But they can also be a trap. Large numbers
of people turned away from
Jesus and His difficult teachings, leaving Him with twelve
men (John 6). Those twelve
men learned a valuable lesson that day, which they took
with them into the book of
Acts. Eleven of those men
who were present when
crowds left Jesus would later
baptize people by the thousands (Acts 2:41), but they
were never caught up in a
popularity contest. Jesus had already taught
them you never cut corners with the Truth
for the sake of having a large number of
people. It would be better to be a smaller
hospital dispensing lifesaving medicine than
to have beds for thousands and give everyone placebos. The health of the people in
your congregation matters far more the
attendance.
Look at ministry through the Church
gatherings. I have always loved Sundays. In
fact, I was born on a Sunday. The Church is
instructed in scripture to not neglect
meeting together (Hebrews 10:25). Jesus
rose from death on the first day of the week
(Mark 16:2-6; John 20:19) and it seems the
early Church met on the first day of the
week to commemorate this (Acts 20:7; 1
Corinthians 16:2). Telephone inquiries concerning our Sunday assemblies usually focus
on what type of music we sing, how long our
services usually run, and what classes and
programs we offer. It is natural for people to
want to know what they are walking into
Continued on page 3

Preachers Pen
For other articles and
information about our
congregation, go online

From the Flood
This Preacher’s Pen article
is a synopsis of a recent
sermon in the series
entitled, “Rescued.” Audio
recordings are available
via e-mail upon request.

Thus the Lord saved
Israel that day from the
hand of the Egyptians.
Exodus 14:31

The Board of CCCB recently thanked us in a
letter for allowing Gene
McCoy to serve on their
Board for many years.
They cited his able leadership as Chairman of the
Board as critical in their
continued
development
during challenging economic times and in continuing the mission of developing servant leaders for
the church.
THANK YOU
Recipients of a recent Dollar Day offering sent a card
of thanks to Gene McCoy,
who delivered your gift.
Doug is the preacher at
Lone Rock Baptist Church
who recently suffered serious injuries in an accident.
“What an awesome thing
your church family does!
We appreciate your gift,
but appreciate your love of
God even more. Doug
really enjoyed your visit.
Please thank the church for
us.”
In Christ's Love, Doug &
Nadine Huskey
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The captain of a cruise ship hosted a
special dinner to honor the 80-year-old
passenger who had gone overboard and
rescued the young woman who had
fallen off the main deck into the ocean.
After the customary toasts and accolades,
the old man was asked to say a few
words. “The first thing I’d like to do,” said
the octogenarian, “is to find the person
who pushed me!”
When we flounder in the floods of
life, flailing until we almost drown, we
may wonder how we got in over our
heads. But the primary concern is how to
get out – alive! We hope someone will
throw us a lifeline and rescue us from the
flood.
There are basically two reasons
people flounder in the floods of life. It is
either because of their sin or the sin of
others. Since it is sin that gets us into
these floods, our only escape is a Savior.
To survive the floods, therefore, one
must know the Savior and accept His
salvation, including His timing. This
account of Israel’s rescue by means of
the Red Sea provides some principles that
should help us approach the floods in
confident hope and appreciate God’s
rescue.
God’s rescue is not always swift, but it is
always sure.
The most direct and quick route to
the Promised Land would have taken the
Israelites into Philistine territory, where
they most certainly would have been
embroiled in battle. Israel was not battle
ready, having been in bondage for a
generation. God knew Israel would likely
return to Egypt instead of fight
(Ex.13:17). So God led them to the sea,
where He would demonstrate His power
and presence. The deliverance through
the sea would not only impress upon
Israel that God cared for them, but it
would also embolden them in conquering
Canaan and intimidate their enemies
(e.g., Rahab and Jericho; read Joshua 2:810). It also appears that God rescued
Israel at the last possible moment, which
was another faith-building opportunity.
The focus is not on man’s deliverance
but on God’s glory.
God told Moses He would harden the
Pharaoh’s heart, prompting him to chase
after the escaping Israelites. But God also
told Moses he would rescue them by
delivering them through the sea on dry
land. But why would God do or allow
this? He explained that the ultimate
result would be that He would be
honored, that the Egyptians would know
that He is the Lord, and that all would see
His salvation (Exodus 14:4, 13, 16).
When floundering and flailing in life’s
floods, know that God hears your cries
for deliverance and that your rescue will
come at a time and in a way that God will
receive eternal glory and praise.
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By Gene McCoy
Obstacles are not an occasion for fear
but for faith.
When your back is against the wall,
look to God. God allows us to get into
impossible situations so we will learn to
trust and depend upon Him as our only
way out. God always has a plan, His
angels poised to help.
Moses told the people, “Do not fear!
Stand by and see the salvation of the
Lord. . . . The Lord will fight for you while
you keep silent (or calm).”
The eyes of faith are able to see that
What appears to be a dead end is
actually a thoroughfare.
When we follow the Lord, the path
leads not to disaster, but to deliverance;
not to defeat, but to victory; from
nowhere to somewhere. To the eye of
flesh the road may seem to be a dead
end. But the eye of faith accepts the fact
that God has a glorious destination in
view. Don Moen wrote the lyric, “God will
make a way where there seems to be no
way” (Integrity’s Hosanna! Music ccli 341098).
The way of deliverance is rarely seen on
the surface.
God’s ways, however, are often
beyond the obvious. They are usually
inscrutable to man. That we do not see a
way, therefore, does not mean God does
not have a way.
Rescue follows resignation, often coming
after human resources are exhausted.
Lifeguards know that a drowning
victim can endanger the life of the
rescuer. On one occasion a certified
lifeguard waited to enter the water to
save a drowning man until the victim
began to sink, having expended all his
energy, his arms and legs having grown
tired and limp.
The spiritual lesson is obvious. Just as
a drowning man cannot be saved until he
stops struggling, so it is with all who
would be saved by Christ. It is only when
we come to the end of ourselves that
God is able to rescue us.
One wise soul confessed, “I didn’t
realize God was all I needed until God
was all I had.” This realization is the
precursor to experiencing God’s rescue
from the floods in life.
Woody Allen, whose career as an
actor and comedian spanned the last half
of the last century, reportedly made the
following statement in a commencement
address. “You have entered a crossroads
of life. Down one road is despondency
and despair; down the other road is total
annihilation. I sure hope you make the
right choice.” This expresses the
hopelessness of those who, like Israel of
old, fail or forget to acknowledge the
power and presence of God. By His
mighty hand of deliverance we, like the
Israelites, may experience His victory and
resulting freedom.
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Continued from page 1
before they walk through the doors. But
some people tell me they are “church
shopping.” When newcomers meet with
Gene to talk about the issues which
caused them to leave their previous congregations, Gene listens to their concerns and unashamedly states that they
will probably find new issues here because all congregations share the
same setback. They are filled with imperfect people. It is this very setback which
forces us to focus our attention on the
One truly worth meeting each Lord’s
Day. This is why we gather at His table.
This is why we sing His praises. That is
why we learn from His scriptures. Yes,
there is community and accountability
among brothers and sisters, for which I
am grateful. But the focus of the Church
should not be on us. Let me say that in a
more personal way. God’s Church was
not built to suit you. When people
“church shop,” they are admitting they
are consumer Christians. The Church was
never designed by God for you to be a
customer. When people think that “the
customer is always right,” they introduce
a toxin that spreads all too easily. What
is a great way to protect the body from
the pollutant of pride? Meeting together
more than just a few hours on Sunday
morning is a start. The early Church in
Acts met together daily in individuals’
homes (Acts 2:46). In this setting, we can
equip one another for every good work
for which God has already prepared us
(Ephesians 2:10) and keep our arrogance
in check. It is easier to hide your sin within a large crowd than in the living room
of a brother or sister in Christ. The size of

I want you on my “For His

a congregation may be on full display on
Family Info
a Sunday morning, but the true strength
is shown Monday through Saturday.
for
So what does this mean for you? For
June
starters, we should pray for our leaders.
Our elders, ministry managers, and staff
members need to be lifted up before the
Father that they may lead this local body
MEETINGS
in a model of ministry which has already 1 Willing Workers 1:00
been laid out by Jesus and His Church
through the Bible. I mean this. Stop read- 2 Benevolence
Ministry Team
ing this article right now and do that. It’s
Meeting 6:30 pm
ok. I’ll wait for you to get back. Take
your time. This is certainly a prayer you 8 Elders’ Meeting 6:30
don’t want to rush………..Are you back?
Thank you for doing that. When you earnestly pray this you may find a residual
Birthdays
side effect. You will feel yourself wanting
to minister in a direction most pleasing
to the Lord as well. The leadership will 2 Samreena Massey
guide followers of Christ in scriptural 6 Stephen Walton
ministry, as you just prayed and you will
joyfully follow them as they follow 15 June Bankes
Christ. We all will start focusing on that 18 Madison Schmeski
which is truly most important and the 19 Gail Hinds
things of earth (buildings, numbers, pro- 19 Kytalin Cotter
grams, etc.) will grow strangely dim. The 19 Chiaki Belicek
utensils have a tendency to advise the
builder about the blue prints. But we will 24 Arlene Dixon
stop worshipping the tools and the 27 Gene McCoy
toolbox and start praising the Master 27 David Nixon
Builder, submitting ourselves into His 29 Cindy Turner
hands. It may take some getting used to
since it’s never easy to realize you’ve
been wrong for years. The greater error
Anniversaries
is seeing where we’ve gotten off track
and choosing not to change. We need
not be afraid of going back to the basics 8 Jay & Romola Henry
in order to make sure we are on the right
12 Ted & Kim May
side for His plan.

14 Dick & Daisy Schneider
14 Norman & Kathy Lueck
16 Jason & Samantha
Schmeski
Glory, Summer Games” team!
17 Mike & Paula
Vanessa Peglar, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Mittermeyer

We will do some team building challenges and games, memorize scripture,
and have some Fun in the Sun! There will
be rewards for summer participation given at the end of the Games! Join us! No
need to register, just show up and play!

Missionary
Report/Visit
Stephen Walton,
missionary to
Ireland, will be here the
weekend of Aug 23

Where:
Christian Church of Mountain Home
(behind Chen’s Garden)
Who:
(1st grade-6th grade)
When:
Wednesdays 5:30 (dinner) and 6:307:30 (games)
Why?:
Because Summer should be fun
and learning God’s Word can be too!
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Stephen & Alisa
welcome
Silas Philip
Walton,
born May 24,
weighing 8 lbs. All are
healthy and happy!
Congrats
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Desensitized

by Joyce Rhoads

The dictionary describes desensitized as: to make
less sensitive or to make (someone) less likely to feel
shock or distress at scenes of cruelty, violence, or
suffering by overexposure to such images.
Casting Crowns has written a song:
I watched the blind man lift his head
And look his Savior in the eyes
I heard a dead man take a breath
Dropped to my knees as I watched him rise
And I felt the sea beneath my feet
As I stepped out on the angry waves
We don’t feel the majesty of God and his creation.
Most of us have heard since we were children about
Jonah and the great fish, Jesus walking on water, the
sun standing still and the walls of Jericho falling outward as Joshua took the city for God. But we don’t
feel it as we should; like the people in those days felt
it.
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I thought when I heard the verse about hearing a
dead man take a breath. Listen! Hear a dead man
gasp for air. WOW. Do we feel God’s awesomeness?
Do we drop to our knees? Do we share that with the
lost?
Someone went to a movie recently that was rated
“R”, but was purportedly Academy Award material.
This person doesn’t spend a lot of time watching television or taking in movies. Imagine his shock, hearing
the language in that movie theater.
I remember my parents, after all the children had
left home, going to see a movie. They had not been to
a movie in more than 30 years. They chose the Tarzan
movie. Imagine their surprise and shock at Bo Derek
as Jane! And how much more things have changed in
30 years!
Would I watch a certain program, or listen to a
certain song with my mother? Better yet, would I let
Jesus accompany me?
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION
Matthew 28:19-20
Wednesday Evening
5:30 Supper
6:30 Bible Classes

Sunday Morning
9:30 Worship
11:00 Bible Classes

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
1365 Eastside Centre Court
Mtn. Home, AR 72653 870-425-8323
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