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‘Why Did Jesus Pray?’
The thought of Jesus praying is not foreign to a Christian. He prayed often in scripture. But, why did He pray?
Both the Prayer Warrior class on
Wednesday nights plus the schedule for completing the reading of the Bible in a year has
shed more light on prayer for me. The examples of Jesus praying in the Gospels was
something I merely read over and did not
consider His method.
He was perfect, so He did not
pray for forgiveness. “For we do
not have a high priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses,
but One who has been tempted in
all things as we are, yet without
sin.”, Hebrews 4:15
He was omnipotent, so He did
not pray for help in dealing with the Pharisees or the King. Before, during and after His
time on earth, Jesus was Deity. John 1:1 tells
us “In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God.”
He was omniscient, so He did not pray for
answers. Mark 6:2 says, “Jesus taught in the
synagogue on the Sabbath. Many were
astonished when they heard him. They
asked: Where did this man get these things?
What is the wisdom given to this man and
how did He perform these mighty works by
His hands?”
He prayed because it was an important
part of His life. And, because of its importance He made it a priority. He spent long
periods of time in prayer. “It was at this time
that He went off to the mountain to pray,
and He spent the whole night in prayer to
God.” Luke 6:12
He prayed because of His relationship
with His Father. His life and ministry was
centered on God. Hebrews 1:3 tells us that
“The Son is the radiance of God's glory and

by Joyce Rhoads
the exact representation – or reflection – of
His being.” He was obedient to God’s every
command. And it was through this obedience
that salvation came to mankind.
Jesus prayed as an example to His followers, as we learn in what is known as ‘The
Lord’s Prayer’. Matthew 6:9-15 tells us, “Our
Father in heaven, may your name be honored, may your kingdom come, may your
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts, as we ourselves
have forgiven our debtors. And do not
lead us into temptation, but deliver us
from the evil one. For if you forgive
others their sins, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you. But if you do not
forgive others, your Father will not
forgive you your sins.”
Jesus prayed on mankind’s behalf. “There
is one God and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy
2:5 Jesus is our High Priest, our intercessor
and the only Mediator between man and
God. Hebrews 5:8-10 says, “Although He was
a son, He learned obedience from what He
suffered and, once made perfect, He became
the source of eternal salvation for all who
obey Him and was designated by God to be
high priest in the order of Melchizedek.”
As I discovered when I studied more
about Jesus’ method of praying, He set many
examples for us. He still prayed “Not My will,
but Yours”, Luke 22:42, showing his complete
trust and obedience to the Father.
Our prayers should not always be for
what we want or need. We should pray for
God to open our hearts to the hurting; to
open our eyes to those in need. We are His
hands and feet here on earth and are commanded to serve others, as Jesus did.
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Sidebar quotes are from an
article in the March, 2006 issue
of Christianity Today. “Your
Own Personal Jesus: Is the language of ‘a personal relationship’ biblical?” was written by
John Suk, a professor of homiletics at Asian Theological Seminary in Manila, The Philippines.

A Family Life Ministry age-related activity for those age 55+
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One hallmark of the movement to restore the church to its apostolic beginnings is the commitment to calling Bible
things by Bible names. We are deliberate
about using terms that are employed in
Scripture.
Yet we carelessly fall into sectarian
practices by using terminology created
by men. This observation and concern
prompted
one
While, on the one
Christian to inhand, I respect the
longing for intimacy quire about the
with God that these language of conwords reflect, they
temporary evanalso concern me
gelicals who are
because they betray
fond of encouraga creeping sort of
ing people to have
secularization of our
language about God. a “personal relationship
with
God.” Having no Scriptural usage by
which to determine its meaning, this
phrase is left to each person to define.
Many use this terminology in the
context of contrasting relationship and
religion — specifically that we must relate to God as we would with a friend.
That is to say, not on the basis of perfunctory rituals to which we feel obligated, but service that is rendered willingly
and communicaDavid Wells: “They
tion
that
is
labor under the illusion
heartfelt, warm,
that the God they
and, well, permake in the image of
the self becomes more sonal. The caureal as he more nearly tion to which we
comes to resemble the must be alerted,
self, to accommodate however, is that
its needs and desires. such
an apThe truth is quite the
proach may lend
opposite. It is ridicuitself to an unlous to assert that God
healthy and discould become more
respectful familireal by abandoning his
arity. But there
own character in an
effort to identify more is Biblical basis
completely with ours. for the concept
And yet the illusion has of
establishing
proved compelling to a and maintaining
whole generaa personal relation” (God in the
tionship
with
Wasteland, Eerdmans,
God. It results
1994, 100-101.)
from conversion
and adoption at our spiritual birth in
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by Gene McCoy
baptism. We become members of the
body of Christ, joint
heirs with Christ, and In both conservative
and liberal denomichildren of the Fanations, the language
ther (Gal. 4:6,7). of conversion has
These are all terms been replaced by the
of personal relation- language of personal
ship. As a result, we relationship.
are privileged to call
upon Him as our Abba Father (Rom. 8:15
-17; Gal. 4:6,7). We are no longer slaves,
Paul writes, but sons and heirs through
God. Now that is a personal relationship!
The Lord knocks on the heart’s door of
Christians with whom He desires fellowship (Rev. 3:20). Jesus wept over the city
of Jerusalem because its inhabitants rejected His desire to gather her children
together, the way a hen gathers her
chicks under her wings (Matt. 23:38).
These pictures portray familial affinity.
One with whom you have a personal relationship will listen with interest and
sympathy to your Rather than saying,
concerns and allow "I have a personal
you to dump your relationship with
burdens upon him. Jesus," why don't
This aptly describes we say instead, "I
our great High Priest have faith in Je(Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet. sus," or "I believe
5:7; Matt. 11:28). A in Jesus." Where
the language of
personal relationship
personal relationwill be evident by ship has a very
our manner, speech, questionable pediand conduct. The gree, amidst a
boldness of Peter therapeutic culand John gave evi- ture, to cut God
dence to observers down to a manthat they had been ageable size, the
with Jesus (Acts language of faith is
deeply rooted in
4:13). One who enScripture.
joys a personal relationship will also receive personal gifts.
God has promised such to all who enter
into His covenant — a relationship of security, blessedness, salvation, peace,
mercy, grace, forgiveness, fellowship,
and intimate friendship. Take your relationship with God personally. And seriously.
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‘What God Do You Worship?’
The attributes of God as reflected in the
Bible are not what many people today appreciate in “their” God. We pride ourselves
in our independence and our self-worth.
God has many attributes. He is sovereign,
He is holy, He is omnipotent, He is omniscient, He is immutable, He is wrathful and He
is love.
Sovereign is described as one that exercises supreme authority.
We as Americans cannot identify with a
ruler that has complete authority. “When
they heard this, they raised their voices
together in prayer to God. “Sovereign
Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens
and the earth and the sea, and everything
in them.”, Acts 4:24 “Our God is in heaven;
He does whatever pleases Him.”, (Psalm
115:3)
Holy is defined as exalted or worthy of
complete devotion. “Exalt the Lord our God
and worship at His holy mountain,
for the Lord our God is holy.” (Psalm 99:9)
In our world today, there is little which
can be compared with holiness. We live in a
time when Christians of the 1800’s would
not recognize the Christians of today in their
entertainment, dress, language or actions.
Omnipotent is defined as having virtually
unlimited power and authority. “He was
given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped Him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion that will not pass
away, and His kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:14) “I have seen
you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory.” (Psalm 63:2)
Our language has changed in what we
consider awesome. Our God is awesome!
And, yet, we refer to a mere hot dog as
awesome. We trivialize words that once
could only describe God and His magnificence.
Omniscient is described as having very
great or unlimited power. Psalm 147:4-5
tells us, “He determines the number of the
stars and calls them each by name. Great is
our Lord and mighty in power; His understanding has no limit.”
Throughout time, the educated are renowned and applauded and rightly so. But,
the most intelligent mind is but a fraction of
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God’s infinite wisdom.
I Corinthians 3:18-20 says, ‘For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s
sight. As it is written: “He catches the wise
in their craftiness”, and again, “The Lord
knows that the thoughts of the wise are
futile”.’
Immutable, according to MerriamWebster is an adjective meaning unchanging over time or unable to be changed.
“Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear
to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath.”, Hebrews 6:17.
Fads come and go. And in today’s world it
seems we are changing daily. But God is the
same yesterday, today and tomorrow.
Psalm 102:25-27 says “Of old you laid the
foundation of the earth, and the heavens
are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you will remain; they will all wear
out like a garment. You will change them
like a robe, and they will pass away, but
you are the same, and your years have no
end.”
God is wrathful. Romans 1:18 says, "For
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men." Ephesians 5:6 says "Let no
man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of
God upon the children of disobedience".
While reading the Old Testament over the
last few months, it was readily noticeable
that this is one attribute the Hebrews experienced over and over again in their rebellion against God. When the Israelites repented, they experienced God’s love and
mercy also.
The love of God is seen in all of the Bible.
“Give thanks to the God of gods. His love
endures forever.” (Psalm 136:2) Romans
8:38-39 says, “For I am sure that neither
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Psalm 36:7 says, “How priceless is
your unfailing love, O God!”
So, in light of all these verses, do you see
your God’s character? Even awesome does
not fully describe the wonder of God!
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Meetings
9 Worship Ministry @ noon
10 Elders @ 6:30
30 Education Ministry @ noon

Birthdays
2
7
9
17
17
18
24
25
26
27
31

Rick Schmeski, Sr
Elaine Leu
Jean Burden
Carissa Hayward
Elisha Walton
Audrey Gyles
Vanessa Peglar
Judy Hummitsch
Gordon Sowle
Numreta McFarland
Jay Henry

Anniversaries
1
6
15
29

Gordon & Louise Addington
Bill & Rose Hood
Hubert & Janet Pickett
Barkley & Megan Terry

We rejoice with Clint
Hinds and his family, as
he was baptized June 11
for the forgiveness of his
sins and to receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.
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‘Dollar Day‘

by Arlene Dixon

WHEN is Dollar Day? It is on the last Sunday in
months having five Sundays.
This month it is July 30.

Belicek, Arlene Dixon, Joyce Rhoads, Daisy Schneider, Elaine Leu, Barbara Cline and Marcia Vance.

WHAT is Dollar Day? It is a ministry of our congregation to assist people with verifiable need.
One of the primary goals of this benevolence initiative is to increase the awareness
of our ministry opportunity and
sensitivity to the needs of people.

WHO benefits? Someone in the geographic area
whose need may be verified by a person in our congregation. The Benevolence Ministry Team administers the funds and selects the recipients.
Every Christian in our fellowship is
urged to be on the lookout at all times
for needs.

HOW may I participate? Put one
dollar bills in the offering plate
that Sunday. All one dollar bills are
taken from the offering and given
to the person(s) in our congregation who nominated
the recipient(s) whom the Benevolence Ministry
Team selected.
Submit nominations at any time to a member of
the Benevolence Ministry Team. Members of the Benevolence Ministry Team are Jason Schmeski
(Ministry Deacon), Ken & Mary Lou Fortier, Lee

HELP us identify people with legitimate
need. Please do not make this merely a
quarterly project. The offering is collected and awarded quarterly, but the needs
are constant.
So be alert at all times to the needs around you.
And submit your nominations as soon as the need
becomes known.
Your next opportunity is July 30. Please submit a
nominee in writing to one of the Benevolence Ministry Team at any time.
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION
Matthew 28:19-20
Wednesday Evening
5:30 Supper
6:30 Bible Classes

Sunday Morning
9:30 Worship
11:00 Bible Classes

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
1365 Eastside Centre Court
Mtn. Home, AR 72653 870-425-8323
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