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 In planning your family reunion, how 
much time and effort will you devote to won-
dering what kind of food might attract peo-
ple who are not a part of your family? Will 
planners of your family reunion conduct sur-
veys among complete strangers to find out 
their preferences for activities at your family 
reunion? Would you dispense with a presen-
tation of your family’s history at the reunion, 
fearing it may not be of interest to those in 
attendance who are 
not a part of your 
family? When the 
reunion is over, do 
members of  your 
family fret over 
whether or not non-
family attenders 
were sufficiently 
entertained or hu-
mored to motivate 
them to return to 
the next reunion? Should treasured tradi-
tions associated with your family’s reunions 
be moved to a remote location to avoid mak-
ing uncomfortable those who drop in? When 
scheduling the length of your family reunion, 
will you take into consideration the prefer-
ence of non-family members?  
 
 Being a gracious family, you would not 
deliberately make anyone feel uncomforta-
ble or unwelcome. To the contrary, you 
would try to extend hospitality to all who 
come. But attendance at the family reunion 
customarily occurs after the individual has 
become a member of the family through 
birth or marriage. You plan reunions with 
family members in mind. You do things that 
have meaning to your family.   

  
 Apply this to the Sunday gathering of the 
family of God, the church. Oh, I know the 
parallel is not perfect. For example, we aren’t 
actively recruiting people to become a part of 
our physical family. Even so, recruiting family 
members is not what reunions is about. But 
the American church has made its weekly  
reunion the primary evangelistic activity. This 
has given rise to the almost universal idea 
that the church’s reunion should be made 

meaningful, enter-
taining, engaging 
and even pleasing to 
non-family mem-
bers. Churches have 
allocated resources 
for surveys and mar-
keting strategies to 
make their weekly 
meetings appealing 
to non-Christians. 
Many of the family 

meetings are now planned with non-family 
members in mind, seemingly unconcerned 
about the cherished heritage of family mem-
bers. If it weren’t for their loyalty to the fami-
ly, many of them would avoid aggravation 
and feelings of being disregarded by no long-
er attending.  
 
 Are we embarrassed about our family, its 
history and our heritage? What does it say 
about our regard for our forebears if we in-
sist on disregarding them at our family reun-
ions for the sake of humoring people who 
aren’t even a part of our family? And what 
about our Older Brother’s instruction to go 
make disciples (family members) as opposed 
to bring them to the family reunion? 

FAMILY REUNION                       by Gene McCoy 
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For other articles and 
information about our 
congregation, go online 

Preachers Pen            by Gene McCoy 

 If you have ever felt overwhelmed by the 
evil age in which we live, you can relate to the 
title of the musical, “Stop the World, I Want to 
Get Off.”* But escaping the world is not the 
Father’s will. This is evident by various 
Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:12; John 15:20; Acts 14:22; 
2 Cor. 4:8-11). 
 In our text (see sidebar) Paul reveals three 
specific truths. First, that Jesus gave Himself. 
Second, that His purpose was to rescue us. And 
third, this was in accordance with the Father’s 
will. 
Jesus gave Himself. 
 Read 1 Tim. 2:4-6; Titus 2:14; Gal. 2:20; 
Rom. 8:32; John 3:16 
 A fundamental factor in our rescue from 
this evil age is that God loves us and gave His 
best gift, His only Son, as a sacrifice for us. Read 
1 John 4:9-10; 3:16. 
 Jesus gave Himself. And He did this for our 
sins. He stood in the place of our sins. Where 
once sin stood between us and God, Jesus took 
His stand at Calvary, where He provided the 
perfect sacrifice for sin. Where once the blood 
of bulls and goats stood as a reminder of sins,  
the blood of the Lamb of God flowed freely 
from nail-pierced hands and feet, His riven side 
and thorn-pierced brow to blot out and cover 
our sins. 
His purpose was to rescue us. 
 The word translated “rescue” or “deliver” 
conveys the dramatic element of timeliness. 
Jesus rescued us at just the right time. You 
might say in the nick of time.  
 Among my childhood memories is the 
cartoon hero, Mighty Mouse, who would 
announce his arrival by singing, “Here I come to 
save the day!” [Has anyone else noticed they 
don’t make cartoons like they used to?] Action 
movies usually feature some kind of last-minute 
rescue scenario, whether it is untying the 
helpless heroine from the railroad tracks or 
MacGyver making the most of his Swiss Army 
Knife and roll of duct tape. 
 Paul says Jesus entered the earthly scene at 
just the right time (Gal. 4:4) and that He came 
into the world to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). 
Our deliverance in Christ is not from physical 
dangers in the world, but rather from spiritual 
dangers—the evil that permeates and 
dominates the world. He was motivated, not 
only by the benefit we would derive, but also by 
His special interest in the result—a family, His 
church, His bride. See Ephesians 5:25 and Titus 
2:14. 
This was in accordance with the Father’s will. 
 It is God’s will that we be saved, delivered 
or rescued from this evil age. We didn’t have to 
do anything to convince God to save us. Nor can 
we do anything that would increase or intensify 
His desire to save us. As we have seen, God has 
taken the initiative in our salvation. 

 In fact, the Hebrew writer explains (10:1-
14) that what Jesus did in giving His life as a 
ransom for sinners was the Father’s plan from 
eternity; that Jesus came to do the will of the 
Father. Whereas the priests of the Old 
Covenant stood day after day offering the same 
sacrifices—bulls and goats—the blood of which 
could never take away sin, Jesus came to offer 
the one sacrifice that would perfect [make 
complete] for all time those covered by His 
blood. Eugene Peterson says, “It was a perfect 
sacrifice by a perfect person to perfect some 
very imperfect people.” 
 The Christians to whom Paul writes this 
Galatian letter were seriously leaning toward a 
return to that old “evil age” from which they 
had been rescued by grace. That was contrary 
to the will of God and would result in their 
eternal ruin separated from God. 
Conclusion 
 Paul began his letter with his customary 
greeting, “Grace and peace.” Grace is the 
means to peace. Peace is maintained only as we 
remain in grace. The Galatians considered 
reverting to a system of law-keeping as the 
basis upon which to relate to God. Paul said this 
would be a fatal mistake. He said it would 
violate the very purpose of God in redeeming 
us. “It was for freedom that Christ set us free,” 
Paul says (5:1). “Therefore, keep standing firm 
and do not be subject again to a yoke of 
slavery.” This is the “evil age” from which we 
have been rescued by God’s grace.  
 Although we may not be tempted to deny 
Christ by returning to a law code characterized 
by animal sacrifices, there are many 
allurements of the present evil age that pose 
similar danger to our souls. 
 By the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus, 
Christians have been rescued from this evil age 
and enjoy the security and peace of the age to 
come. In a physical sense, we still reside in this 
evil age. But our citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 
3:20). Paul’s appeal to Christians today is to 
avoid every temptation to renounce our 
heavenly citizenship by returning to the slavery 
of sin. We have been rescued from the clutches 
of the evil one. Do not even think about placing 
yourself within reach of his evil grasp by flirting 
with sin. 
 Jesus gave Himself, according to the 
Father’s will. It is the Father’s will that sinners 
be redeemed, rescued. It is the Father’s will 
that we give ourselves for the same purpose—
the rescue of sinners from Satan’s clutches. Of 
course, the sacrificial giving of ourselves cannot 
provide or produce redemption. That has 
already been done. Our role is to make that 
redemption known. Enlist in this great rescue 
mission by becoming a channel through which 
God’s blessing of deliverance from this evil age 
is extended. 

from This Evil 
Age 

This Preacher’s Pen article 
is a synopsis of a recent  
sermon in the series 
entitled, “Rescued.” Audio 
recordings are available via 
e-mail upon request.  

Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 
Himself for our sins so that 
He might rescue us from this 
present evil age, according 
to the will of our God and 
Father, to whom be the 
glory forevermore. Amen. 
Galatians 1:3-5 

* the 1963 Tony Award 
winning musical by 
LeslieBricusse and  
Anthony Newley 

Congratulations to: 
KytalinKytalin    Cotter Cotter was chosen as was chosen as 
a Dancer of the Year finalist a Dancer of the Year finalist 
at the Competition Talent at the Competition Talent 
dance competitiondance competition  in Bran-in Bran-
son and invited to attend son and invited to attend 
Nationals in Wisconsin this Nationals in Wisconsin this 
summer. summer.   
Mountain Home Street Rods Mountain Home Street Rods 
took 1took 1stst  in the PAINT catego-in the PAINT catego-
ry, out of 2000 other street ry, out of 2000 other street 
rods In May at the Street Rod rods In May at the Street Rod 
Nationals in Springfield, MO!Nationals in Springfield, MO!  
Hunt Nosari, Hunt Nosari, Local Boy Scout Local Boy Scout 
Troop 156 Eagle Scout , re-Troop 156 Eagle Scout , re-
cently was named Eagle cently was named Eagle 
Scout of the Year for the Scout of the Year for the 
Ozark District.Ozark District.  
Madison Schmeski Madison Schmeski made the made the 
Junior Cheer Team at The Junior Cheer Team at The 
Gym USA!Gym USA! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdaybreaksdevotions.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F03%2F15%2Fdaybreaks-for-031511-a-self-preservative%2F&ei=XCYoVdGAPMO8ggSwoYHIDQ&bvm=bv.90491159,d.eX


MEETINGS 
6 Willing Workers 1:00 

7 Benevolence 
 Ministry Team 
 Meeting 6:30 pm 
13 Elders’ Meeting 6:30 

2   Rick Schmeski, Sr. 
5 Ted May 
5   Julian Rivers 
7   Elaine Leu 
7   Charin Adams 
9   Jean Burden 
17   Carissa Hayward 
17   Elisha Walton 
18   Audrey Gyles 
24   Vanessa Peglar 
26   Gordon Sowle 
27   Numreta McFarland 
28   Eric Setzer 
29   Gus Burden 
31   Jay Henry 

Birthdays 

Family Info 
For July 

Anniversaries 

1 Gordon & Louise  
   Addington 
2 Ross & Audrey Gyles 
7   Jessie & Kathy Alger 
15 Hubert & Janet Pickett 
29   Barkley & Megan Terry 
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Skyler Noice 
 and  

Matthew Sowell  
 
were baptized into Christ 
at Rock Garden Christian 
Service Camp in June. 

Baptisms 

Say What?                 by Gene McCoy 
 Sometimes people say things they would 
not have said had they given it more thought. 
The result can be humorous and embarrassing. 
But the response is usually a curious, “Hmmm.” 
Here are a few examples. 

 “I don’t think anybody should write his 
autobiography until after he’s dead.” 
       —Samuel Goldwyn  

 “More and more of our imports come 
from overseas.”  —George W. Bush  

 “I get to go to lots of places overseas, like 
Canada.”           —Britney Spears 

 “I wish I had an answer to that because 
I’m tired of answering that question.” 
                         —Yogi Berra  

 “A   day   without   sunshine   is   like,  you 
know, night.”   —Steve Martin  
 

Some equally curious things have been said 
by Christians. Some of them may reveal a 
woeful lack of understanding. Others convey 
mere sentiment at the expense of sound 
theology. All of them could stand more careful 
thought and evaluation.  
 
“The Spirit was really moving.” 
 Commonly heard after an emotional or 
inspirational gathering, this way of describing 
its effect is based upon an incorrect 
assumption, specifically that there are 
times the Spirit is not active. At the 
Creation the Spirit of God was moving 
(Genesis 1:2). Is there ever an occasion 
when the Spirit is inactive? Is He sitting off 
in a corner waiting for a cue from us—
usually one of heightened emotion—
before He will move? Do we have to find some 
mystical trigger to get Him to do something?  
 We suggest that the Spirit of God is always 
active. He is prompting us to move. When 
something spiritually significant occurs, it isn’t 
because the Spirit of God was finally cajoled  by 
our inspirational presentations or emotional 
ambience (e.g., lighting, music, etc.) to act. A 
more accurate and honest description of such 
events is to confess that the Spirit finally got us 
to move. 
 
“God showed up.” 
 Related to the previous cliché, this 
statement expresses delight that God acted in a 
wonderful, if not supernatural way. Advertising 
for a movie currently playing made this claim in 
its effort to pique curiosity and boost ticket 
sales.  The set up was a seemingly impossible 
situation followed by the exclamation, “And 
then God showed up!” Is it accurate to ever 
portray God as not being present? We rejoice in 
His providence when something we perceive to 
be positive occurs. But has not God provided for 

His people through events we perceive to be 
negative? Read Joseph’s life story! Would it not 
be more accurate to confess that we finally 
recognized God’s presence than to exclaim in 
wonder that God showed up? 
 
“Congratulations upon your baptism.” 
 It has always been curious to me that a 
person is congratulated upon the occasion of 
his baptism. For what is the new Christian being 
congratulated? We congratulate people to 
recognize their achievements and to 
acknowledge prizes or positions they have 
earned. Baptism is portrayed in Scripture, 
however, as the occasion of grace, in which the 
beneficiary is a passive participant receiving 
gifts he did not deserve.  
 We acknowledge this may be picayunish. 
After all, the congratulations may be a way to 
rejoice in the individual’s decision to forsake 
sin. But it still remains that the focal point in 
one’s salvation upon the occasion of baptism 
should be upon the grace of God and the 
sacrifice of Jesus. It seems more appropriate to 
ascribe praise to the Lord than to congratulate 
the individual who has just been baptized. 
 
“That may be a deal breaker.” 
 The consumer mentality among so-called 
“church shoppers” casts congregational leaders 

in the position of sales 
representatives, whose task is to offer 
enticements that will persuade them 
to sign on to the church’s team. A 
woman who recently attended a 
church was reflecting  
upon her experience. She said 

everything met with her favor with one 
exception. That one exception she said just 
might be a “deal breaker.” 
` The standard for this woman is her 
personal preference and not God and His Word. 
Sinners are not in a position to make deals. To 
make a deal assumes a position of authority or 
leverage that sinners do not possess. Even the 
church is in no position to broker deals. Our 
task is to proclaim truth in love, offering God’s 
pardon and peace upon His terms. That is to be 
done in a persuasive manner, but not by 
tailoring the terms to human whims and wishes. 
 
Conclusion 
 Now that you know some of the things 
people say that make me go “hmm,” I would 
expect you to respond similarly to what I have 
said. All I ask is that you give careful 
consideration to the things you say. As Rush 
Limbaugh often reminds his listeners, “Words 
mean things.” Let’s take great care so that the 
words we use convey thoughts that are 
consistent with the mind of God. 
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION  
Matthew 28:19-20 
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Sunday Morning 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Bible Classes 

Wednesday Evening 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Bible Classes 

by Louise Addington PRAYING FOR SOMEONE YOU DON'T 
KNOW         

  Norris Burkes is a writer for the faith and religion 
page in the Baxter Bulletin.  On May 23rd, under the 
heading "Spirituality" he had an article titled, Pray for 
those You Don't know. 
  Like many of those whose ministry is under the con-
trol of a broad spectrum of religious beliefs, he has to 
concentrate on being enlightening without being dicta-
torial.  When working within the confines of a particular 
religious group whose views are all known and shared 
within its membership, one has the relative freedom of 
being able to quote scripture, or tradition in some cases, 
for your authority.  Diversity in the religious world of 
today demands that you do not offend anyone by be-
ing specific about your beliefs.  That even extends to 
quoting the Bible to prove a point.  When you don't have 
the right to use scriptural authority, because of intoler-
ant diversity dictates, you have to confine your remarks 
to nice sounding platitudes. Then you end up with what 
people consider to be spiritual though not reli-
gious.  Spiritual being defined as anything not physical 
and religious being pigeon holed as things related to 
churches and the Bible.  So with care and finesse you  
 
 

 
might be able to get away with "religion lite", where you 
couch your thoughts in the arena of considering ex-
tremes.  So instead of saying, "Don't steal", you say 
something about considering how it feels to have some-
thing stolen from you.    
  When preparing for the Prayer Event in 2014, with its 
heavy emphasis on praying for our community, the ques-
tion came up as to how to pray for those we don't 
know.  With the freedom to search the Bible for guide-
lines, you can find some good reasons and compelling 
directives for prayer on behalf of others, even if un-
known. 
  The first consideration is Jesus' advice to do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you.  Think 
about what you would like others to pray for you.  Imag-
ining what you want prayed on your behalf, you can 
formulate something to pray for another person.  Since 
you don't know where they stand in relation to God, but 
you do know that He does, you can just put them into 
His care.  By acting as an intercessor, you are doing 
something God wants you to do. You are acting as a 
priest by interceding on their behalf.    
 Ask and ye shall receive.               


