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The Life Application Bible says “the Bible
devotes far less space to describing eternity
than it does to convincing people that eternal life is available as a free gift from God.”
The writers of the Bible used terms and descriptions or “hints” of our present experiences to describe eternity because mere
humans are not capable of grasping eternity
and, of course, will be realized only at judgement. The following verses describe our future if we accept God’s gift of eternal life.
John 14:2-3 describes eternity as a place
prepared for us. “My Father’s house has
many rooms; if that were not so, would I
have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may
be where I am.”
John 20:19, 26 describes eternity as unlimited by physical properties. “On the evening of that first day of the week, when the
disciples were together, with the doors
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus
came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you!” ‘A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas
was with them. Though the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you!”’
1 John 3:2 tells us we will be like Jesus.
“Dear friends, now we are children of God,
and what we will be has not yet been made
known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see
Him as He is.”
1 Corinthians 15:50-52 says we will have
new bodies. “I declare to you, brothers and
sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you
a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will
all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised im-

by Joyce Rhoads
perishable, and we will be changed.”
1 Corinthians 2:9 tells us it will be a wonderful experience. “However, as it is written:
‘What no eye has seen, what no ear has
heard, and what no human mind has conceived—the things God has prepared for
those who love him—’”
Revelation 21:1 tells us it will be a new
environment. “Then I saw “a new heaven
and a new earth,” for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and there
was no longer any sea.”
Revelation 21:4 tells us it will be a new
experience of God’s presence. “And I heard
a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look!
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and He will dwell with them. They will
be His people, and God himself will be with
them and be their God.” 1 Corinthians 13:12
also tells us “Now we see things imperfectly,
like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then
we will see everything with perfect clarity.
All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God now knows me completely.”
Revelation 21:4 tells us we will have new
emotions and there will be no more death.
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes,
and there will be no more death or sorrow
or crying or pain. All these things are gone
forever.”
God has always only wanted our hearts.
Matthew 6:21 says, “Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will
also be.” The Old Testament is full of stories
of God’s chosen people falling out of love
with Him and worshiping idols. Genesis 6:6
tells us “So the Lord was sorry He had ever
made them and put them on the earth. It
broke His heart.”
There is sweet peace found in repentance and strength in joining God’s army of
servants while here on earth. Heaven awaits!

Preacher’s
Pen
One of the most inspirational Olympic
For other articles and
information about our
congregation, go online

Finish
Well
Therefore, since we are
surrounded by such a
huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let
us strip off every weight
that slows us down,
especially the sin that
so easily trips us up.
And let us run with endurance the race God
has set before us. We
do this by keeping our
eyes on Jesus, the
Champion who initiates
and perfects our faith.
Because of the joy
awaiting Him, He endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now
He is seated in the place
of honor beside God’s
throne.
Hebrews 12:1-2 NLT

Annual Meeting
CCMH’s annual
meeting has been
scheduled for
January 21, 2018,
immediately following
our worship time.

moments occurred during the 1968
games hosted by Mexico City. John Stephen Ashwari, of Tanzania, fell and injured himself early in the marathon. He
fell so far behind all the other runners
that many concluded he had dropped out
of the race. Long after all the other contestants crossed the finish line, however,
Ashwari limped into the stadium and,
with great struggle, finished the race.
Asked why he continued despite the injury and no hope of finishing in the pack,
he replied, “My country didn’t send me
here to start the race but to finish.”
It isn’t how you begin the race but
how you finish. So finish well.
Finishing well demands focus, discipline and perseverance.
FOCUS
The necessary focus is toward and on
the goal. The Hebrew writer says we
must fix our eyes on Jesus. This is not an
occasional glance or courteous nod, but
rather a deliberate gaze. This requires
the removal of distractions. Like blinders
on a horse, our eyes are to focus on Jesus, Who said, “No one, after putting his
hand to the plow and looking back is fit
for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). The
runner who looks back will lose his balance, stride, speed, direction and the
race.
Maintaining focus on the goal and
avoiding distractions requires discipline.
DISCIPLINE
Exercising discipline is essential to finishing the race. Making a decision to follow Jesus is one thing. Being a disciple is
much more.
To the Corinthian Christians Paul
wrote, “Do you not know that those who
run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that
you may win. Everyone who competes in
the games exercises self-control in all
things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.
Therefore I run in such a way, as not
without aim; I box in such a way, as not
beating the air; but I discipline my body
and make it my slave, so that, after I
have preached to others, I myself will
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by Gene McCoy
not be disqualified.”
The undisciplined is disqualified.
Merely crossing the finish line doesn’t
necessarily mean you have finished the
race. You finish the race only when you
cross the finish line having played by the
rules. You cannot take short cuts. You
must run the prescribed course. Paul
writes (2 Timothy 2:5) that no contestant
is crowned unless he competes according
to the rules.
Discipline involves perseverance.
PERSEVERANCE
Finishing the race occurs when you
cross the finish line, having endured the
rigors and pain. Hebrews 12:3 tells us to
think of all the hostility Jesus endured
form sinful people, for in so doing we will
not become weary and give up.
The infamous Heartbreak Hill is at
mile 19 in the Boston Marathon. It is at
this point that many runners have quit.
We encounter trials, disappointment,
hardship and various other obstacles. But
never quit. Endure to the end.
James 1:12 pronounces a blessing upon the man who perseveres under trial.
He will receive the crown of life which
the Lord has promised to those who love
Him. Like Paul, we must fight the good
fight, finish the course and keep the faith
(2 Timothy 4:7).
The Greeks reportedly had a unique
race. The winner was not the one who
finished first, but the runner who finished with his torch still lit.
Winning the race of life does not require you to defeat other runners. To the
contrary, the winner is the one who helps
others cross the finish line with him.
When the Special Olympics were held
in Seattle, one of the contestants in the
100-yard dash fell and began to cry. The
rest of the runners stopped, went back
and helped the boy to his feet. They all
locked arms and crossed the finish line
together. This is the way we would like to
be remembered individually and how we
would like our congregation to be remembered collectively. It’s not how you
begin but how you finish. It’s not when
you finish, but how you finish. Finish well.
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‘Fishers of Men’
At their December meeting the elders
adopted an initiative for 2018 that revolves
around the core emphasis upon evangelism.
Nothing breathes “revivitality” into a congregation more effectively than a focus upon reaching lost people.
This emphasis will be seen in the various
teams empowered by the elders to provide
service support. What we have called
“ministry teams” will now have, as one
of their standing agenda items, focused
prayers pertaining to
the team’s contribution to the mission of
making disciples.
In addition to prayers for effective evangelism, we will be intentional in training
individuals to become disciple-makers. Our
mindset is that you are not a disciple until
you have produced a disciple-maker. We
will be deliberate during this calendar year
not merely in the ministry of making disciples, but of making disciples who are
trained to make disciples.
To help us accomplish this goal we will
be training people to use a proven evangelistic tool. This method is founded upon the
principle that making disciples involves the
process of establishing and nurturing relationships. The method takes a person
through four one-hour sessions in the com-

fort of his own house. Some of your friends
at CCMH have experienced this and testify
to its benefit and ease of use.
Initial trainees will be our elders, whose
example we believe will encourage others
to enlist for training. Those who are trained
will be urged to then train another individual in its use. If we enjoy the cooperation of
all, each generation of trainees will grow
exponentially. If the first generation is
comprised of five individuals,
the second generation will be
ten, the third will be twenty
and the fourth will be forty. By
the end of the year we could
reach the fifth generation of
eighty people trained in the
use of the evangelistic method.
The method we are employing is ideal
in that
1. It presents the gospel in four presentations.
2. It is easily adopted by those being
trained.
3. It does not require memorization.
4. It facilitates relationships in the comfort of one’s home.
Please pray that people in our congregation will respond enthusiastically to this
initiative that is in obedience to the Lord,
Whose departing instruction to His church
was to make disciples.

‘Selection Process Strengthens the Eldership’
Based on recommendations from within
the congregation in October, the current
eldership has worked through the steps of
the selection process and is pleased to announce that three new men will be added
to the eldership group, effective immediately.
The new elders, whose names were announced to the congregation as prospects
on October 15, are Jason Schmeski, Joey
Peglar and Barkley Terry.
Our By-Laws provide for the membership to be provided with a 30-day period
during which anyone can provide a sound
objection to the consideration of anyone
recommended for the eldership. During the
time since the names of these recommended men were announced, the elders have
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1/1
1/3
1/7
1/13
1/16
1/21
1/24
1/26
1/28
1/28
1/29
1/31
2/5
2/6
2/8
2/10
2/11
2/12
2/15
2/20
2/20
2/21
2/21
2/26
2/27
1/8
2/14
2/23

Meetings
Willing Workers @ 1 pm
Elder’s @ 6:30
Elder’s meeting @ 6:30
Willing Workers at 1 pm
Birthdays
Dick Huett
Dennis Cline
Grayson Coble
Steve Hayward
Marcia Vance
Steve McFarland
Linda Berg
Naylah Massey
Jason Schmeski
Ruby Hinds
Gordon Addington
Kelley Nosari
Joey Peglar
Tony Snyder
Mark Hinds
Daisy Schneider
Brett Schmeski
Linda Wisniewski
Rhonda Hayward
Forrest Cotter
Kay Bolinger
Jack Schaufler
Lee Belicek
Hunt Nosari
Nick Wisniewski
Anniversaries
John & Chris LaPlant
Dennis & Barbara Cline
Brett & Ashton Schmeski

by David Benedict

received some comment, but no objection.
We can assure the membership that all
comments have been discussed and seriously considered in the confirmation process.
The final phase of the process was the
completion of a confirmation questionnaire
by the three men, and a face-to-face individual interview with the current elders.
The interview-discussion involved biblical,
theological, practical and personal considerations about service as an elder.
Our new elders will begin serving immediately, and will be officially ordained to
their service in January. The current eldership enthusiastically welcomes them as fellow-servants, and commends them to the
Body as pastors and shepherds.
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1/8
1/8
2/12
2/12

New Ministry Leader
The elders are happy to
appoint Scott Bettenhausen as the new leader
of our Property Administrative Team. He replaces
George Blohowiak and
Dick Huett, who asked to
be relieved of this responsibility. We thank them for
their dedicated leadership
of the ministry charged
with maintaining our
building, equipment and
grounds.
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‘The Power of Prayer’

by Louise Addington

Because of chronic tooth pain, I was referred to a
dental specialist in Branson. Four days before that
date, Gordon got sick. We suspected it was an allergy
cold from doing yard work. He recovered long enough
to take me to Branson, but was sick again the next day.
Calling his doctor for an appointment, because his
symptoms indicated gallbladder disease, he had to
wait a day to get in to be seen. During that time he
also experienced severe chest pain, and I was still in
pain from my root canal and extraction.
When the doctor saw Gordon he immediately sent
him to the hospital. Ultrasound revealed a gallbladder
so diseased that, during the surgery that followed in
short order, the doctor called it toxic.
The anesthesiologist was concerned about test
readings indicating a heart problem, so after gallbladder surgery a scan was done of Gordon's heart. It
showed a blood clot in his heart. It was later determined he had had a heart attack sometime during his
gallbladder distress. Two days after the gallbladder
surgery, Gordon had two stents put in one artery of his
heart. Another artery, going to the outside of his heart,
was 100% blocked and nothing could be done for it.
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After only two days recovery, Gordon was allowed
to go home with lots of medications and many followup appointments. Digestion, sleep, and labored
breathing problems continue to plague, but all gradually became more manageable.
I was encouraged that with very little sleep for days
on end, I was still able to function and keep up a good
attitude. So I was rather amazed at both my stamina
and positivity. It was at that point a profound understanding came to me. It wasn't my own strength that
was carrying me through this ordeal.
To explain the situation, this illustration came to
mind: Imagine a child whose path is blocked by a log.
He looks at it thinking, “I can't move that log, but I
have to try.” So he reaches down and lifts with all his
might. Astounded that he is able to move it, he thanks
God. He can't see there is a “lumberjack” angel behind
him lifting the bulk of the load. That is how the past
few weeks have been for me. All the prayers on our
behalf, have helped us make it through this time of
trial.
With great love to our brothers and sisters in
Christ, we say thank you for all the prayers.
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION
Matthew 28:19-20
Wednesday Evening
5:30 Supper
6:30 Bible Classes

Sunday Morning
9:30 Worship
11:00 Bible Classes

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
1365 Eastside Centre Court
Mtn. Home, AR 72653 870-425-8323
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