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“Do Something”                 by Joyce Rhoads 

 The momentum that was visible leading 
up to the 24 Hour Prayer Event was preparing 
our hearts and minds to be good stewards 
with what God has given us. I don’t just mean 
our wealth, but our lives.  It’s not us alone 
that can do all that needs to be done. It’s God 
working through us, the Holy Spirit guiding 
our hearts. 
 One thing I took away from the sermons, 
classes and  prayer time  as part of the 24 
Hour Prayer Event was that we were not put 
on this earth to “make a living” by being a 
police officer, accountant, nurse or surgeon,  
farmer, or anything else. We were put on this 
earth to lead the lost and broken souls to 
God. 
 ‘I woke up this morning and saw a world 
full of trouble. I thought, how'd we ever get 
so far down? How's it ever going to turn 
around? So I turned my eyes to Heaven & 
thought, “God, why don't You do some-
thing?” I just couldn't bear the thought of 
people living in poverty and children sold into 
slavery. The thought disgusted me. So, I 
shook my fist at Heaven and said, “God, why 
don't You do something?” He said, “I did, I 
created you”. If not us, then who? If not me 
and you, right now? It's time for us to do 
something. If not now, then when? Will we 
see an end to all this pain? It's not enough to 
do nothing. It's time for us to do something. 
I'm so tired of talking about how we are 
God's hands and feet, but it's easier to say 
than to be; live like angels of apathy who tell 
ourselves it's alright, “somebody else will do 

something”. Well, I don't know about you, 
but I'm sick and tired of life with no desire! I 
don't want a flame, I want a fire! I want to be 
the one who stands up and says, “I'm going 
to do something”. We are the salt of the 
earth. We are a city on a hill. But we're never 
going to change the world by standing still. 
No, we won't stand still.’…….Matthew West 
 Vanessa Peglar, our Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator, has begun living out this “Do 
Something” with our youth. It began on a hot 
summer day with the children and some 
brave adult chaperones going out into the 
community to help those that just needed 
some encouragement. They cleaned out 
flower beds, removed rocks from a yard so a 
wheelchair could get around and cleaned off 
roofs. 
 There are a multitude of ways all of us can 
“do something” for others. Our ministers, 
encouraged by our leadership, are supporting 
all of us looking at the different ministry are-
as and finding a place that we could be most 
helpful and make a difference in the lives of 
others. 
  One way that we could “do something” is 
coming up by supporting and helping with 
our annual Holiday Dinner,  scheduled for 
Sunday evening, December 14th.  We will be 
inviting and serving families in our communi-
ty who've requested assistance through our 
benevolence ministry. This will simply be an 
opportunity to "love" possible new brothers 
and sisters and share our abundance with 
them without expecting anything in return.  

 

 

Join us Christmas Eve for  
worship by candlelight  

Wednesday,  
December 24th at 6 pm  
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For other articles and 
information about our 
congregation, go online 

Preacher’s Pen                  by Gene McCoy 

Our Annual Holiday 
Christmas Dinner, 

December 14th at 6 
pm will be preparing 
and serving those in 

our community in 
need. 

Sign up to help in the 
church office. 

Elder Bruce Wolf 
presenting a $5000 
check to Saleem 
Massey, Pakistan 
missionary, toward 
the purchase of land 
for a hospital. 

 Key components in biblical giving and 
serving are gratitude and generosity. The 
poor widow in Jesus’ teaching (Mark 12:41-
44) exemplifies the proper attitude and 
expression of giving that glorifies God. Her 
giving emanated from humility and 
represented a sacrifice. 
 A contemporary example that inspires 
the proper attitude and expression of 
worship is our friend and fellow-worshiper, 
Julian Armijo. His life is a testimony to God’s 
grace, for which he freely expresses 
gratitude and by which he practices 
generosity. 
 Our initial association with Julian was 
indirect. He was introduced to us by Vern 
and Kay Bolinger, whom Julian affectionately 
called “Dad” and “Mom.” His vocabulary and 
lifestyle were characteristic of a non-
Christian who had a huge chip on his 
shoulder, so to speak.  
 Over the course of 
months and years, 
during which he began 
to pay life-threatening 
consequences for his 
undisciplined and sinful 
lifestyle, Julian began to 
respond to the 
expressions of love and 
grace by Christians. His 
doctor’s candid warnings 
of impending death if he 
did not change his lifestyle and the 
amputation of one leg helped to create a 
context in which the ministry of God’s 
people relating to eternity became 
significant. 
 Consequently, Julian progressed from an 
antagonist to a proponent. By the grace of 
God and the power of the Holy Spirit 
received at his baptism, Julian has been 
transformed from an angry man who abused 
his body and verbally abused others into a 
gentle, kind-hearted, soft-spoken man who is 
generous with his praise and his purse.  
 He lives for Sundays. Fellowship with 
God’s people is precious to him. He is always 
expressing appreciation for the kindnesses 
extended to him by God’s people and freely 
expresses his love for God. Although he has 
little in material means, and despite his 
humble lifestyle, he considers himself to be 
rich in that which is truly significant.  

 Genuine gratitude for his rich spiritual 
blessings forms the basis for his eagerness to  
 be generous with his meager material 
means. Money that was once wasted on 
destructive materials is being reallocated 
toward eternally productive outcomes.  
     ‘Tis the season when our minds are 
focused on gratitude and generosity. It is an 
opportunity for us to evaluate our spiritual 
development and to reallocate our resources 
accordingly. We want it to be more than a 
mere season of gratitude and giving, 
however. Our motivation, like that of our 
brother, Julian, should be inspired by the 
constant love and mercies of God.  
 When we consider the goodness and 
grace of God toward us against the backdrop 
of our unworthiness due to sin, our hearts 
are filled with gratitude. Genuine gratitude is 
expressed by generous giving. Generosity is 

measured by the 
blessings from God. 
Give from the 
resources God has 
provided in the 
same measure you 
have received them. 
 We have 
received wonderful 
gifts from God. And 
in abundance. The 
Bible teaches us to 
utilize these for the 

common good of the family of God; to build 
up the body in love; to contribute to meet 
needs in the body. Whatever we have, be it 
great or small in quantity or quality, we are 
called upon to employ it in serving one 
another as good stewards of God’s grace (1 
Pet. 4:10). 
 Does your allocation of time reflect 
gratitude and generosity toward God and His 
people? Are you giving Him the first of your 
time by meeting with His family on the first 
day of the week at the Supper He provided 
to commemorate His atoning sacrifice? 
 Does your allocation of money reflect 
gratitude and generosity, as measured by His 
gracious provision? Is it expressing sacrifice 
as the first fruits? 
 Does your allocation of service reflect 
corresponding appreciation for the benefits 
you have received from His service?  

Gratitude and Generosity 
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DECEMBER 
MEETINGS 

2 Benevolence 
Ministry Team 
Meeting 6:30 pm 

4 Ladies Christmas 
Party 6 pm 

7 Worship Ministry 
 Team lunch mtg 
 after Bible Classes 
8 Elders’ Meeting  
14 Holiday Dinner           
 6 pm 
24 Holiday Vespers  
 6 pm 

Ladies Christmas 
Party is scheduled 

for Dec 4th at 6 pm. 
If you have not sent 
an RSVP, please do 
so. You may call the 

office, Mary 
Douglas, Mary 

Snyder or Mary Lou 
Fortier. 

New Babes in 
Christ  

 

We rejoice with Kim 
Ralston,  

Anna Nalley and 
Gail Zuidema, who 
made their decision 
to begin living for 

Christ through 
baptism during  

November. 

 It is a joyous privilege to talk to our 
Creator. No go-betweens. No appoint-
ments. No waiting. You may follow a 
prescribed formula for your prayers, 
or not. You are free to prepare your 
prayer, or you may be spontaneous. If 
you see prayer as a duty, obligation, or 
chore, you are missing out on its bless-
ings and benefits. 
 Prayer is a part of a 
two-sided conversation. 
God speaks to you 
through His Word, His 
creation, and His other 
servants. You speak to 
Him in prayer.  When you 
perceive that ideas, 
prompts and motiva-
tions have come to you from Him, you 
should be full of so much gratefulness 
that you burst with thanksgiving, 
praising Him for all the things He has 
provided. You then recognize your 
days are continually filled with bless-
ings for which to give Him thanks. 
 Consider the numerous promises 
recorded in the Bible. Rehearsing 
these promises in faith certainly pleas-
es God, which increases our joy. When 
you recite Scripture to God, you can 
be sure you are praying what He 
wants to hear from you. Locate a 
promise that you, or a loved one 
needs, and pray those words on behalf 
of that individual by name.  It brings 
great satisfaction to know you are 
praying what is pleasing to God  your 
Creator, Helper, and Companion. Pray-
er is a joyful ministry when we incor-
porate God's promises. 
 There are basically three subjects 
of prayer: God, others, and self. If you 
praise God or thank Him, you are as-
signing worth to Him.  That is worship. 
When you pray for others, seeking 
some good thing or blessing for them, 
you are acting as an intercessor or go-
between. That pleases God. Praying 

for yourself, though listed last, usually 
takes the bulk of time spent in God's 
presence.  
  You may say that there are also 
"things" we pray about, like weather, 
happenings, events, processes, and 
procedures. Yes, that is true, however 
these requests are usually in the con-

text of how they affect 
people and their plans.  So 
again, these prayers are 
ultimately on behalf of 
others or self. Recalling 
the instruction recently 
received from Louie Giglio 
via video, we should actu-
ally state our specific in-
tent when we pray 

about things like the weather.  We 
should express what we mean and the 
desired effect answered prayer would 
have upon others. 
 When requests for understanding 
God's Word result in practical applica-
tions or insights, it produces joy within 
us. Have you read Scripture, meditat-
ed on it, and prayed asking God to 
reveal to you what he wants you to 
learn from it? When understanding, 
insight, or application dawns on you, 
the feeling of elation in being able to 
say,  "Oh, now I get it!" is wonderful. 
 Joy also results when we partner in 
prayer with a brother or sister during 
a period of struggle.  Praise, obedi-
ence and understanding in prayer 
binds you to God. Praying for other 
people binds you to them in their tri-
als, weaknesses, troubles and tri-
umphs. When someone you have 
been praying for comes out of a strug-
gle as an "Overcomer", you  are al-
so blessed with the feeling of having 
shared in their victory.  
 All these factors add up to making 
time alone with God something to 
look forward to with great anticipa-
tion.  Yes, and great joy! 

Joy in Prayer              by Louis Addington  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION  
Matthew 28:19-20 
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Sunday Morning 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Bible Classes 

Wednesday Evening 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Bible Classes 

Tangible Ways to Serve               by Gene McCoy
Those not on the Benevolence Ministry Team may still serve  the 
body by volunteering to 

  Help with meals to sick & bereaved 

  Help with clothing / food drive 

  Christian Clinic food service 

  Help with D.A.R.T. projects 

Those not on the Education Ministry Team may serve the body by 
volunteering to 

 Chaperone kids at church camp 

 Assist in Kids’ Praise / youth classes 

Those not on the Family Life Ministry Team may serve the body by 
volunteering to  

  Be on a Wed. night cooking team 

 Assist with church dinners 

 Help with church social events 

Those not on the Outreach Ministry Team may serve the body by 
volunteering to 

 Make follow-up visits on newcomers 

 Greet newcomers on Sundays 

Those not on the Prayer Ministry Team may serve the body by 

volunteering to 

  Assist with the annual prayer event 

  Participate in a prayer group 

Those not on the Property Ministry Team may serve the body by 
volunteering to 

 Participate in church work days 

 Provide maintenance service 

 Participate in special projects 

Those not on the Worship Ministry Team, for example, may serve 
the body by volunteering to  

 Pass communion trays/offering plates 

 Assist in the nurseries 

 Prepare the Lord’s Supper 

 Operate sound board / computer 

 Serve as the chair person 

 Participate as a musician 

 Be a greeter 

 Count attendance 

Anyone in the congregation is welcome to serve the body by 
volunteering to 

  Provide hospitality to ministry guests 

  Cards to discouraged, sick, or bereaved 

  Write letters / pray for missionaries 

  Drive the church van / provide rides 

  Visit hospitalized and homebound 

  provide child care for special events 

  Perform odd jobs for elderly 


