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‘Six Things God Hates Begin in the Heart’
Solomon was arguably the most eloquent
of the kings of Israel. His writings in Proverbs
have many ‘jewels’ reflecting his wisdom that
are as relevant to us today as they were in his
day.
Proverbs 6:16 says, “There are six things
the Lord hates. There are seven things he
cannot stand: a proud look, a lying tongue,
hands that kill innocent people, a mind that
thinks up evil plans, feet that are quick to do
evil, a witness who lies and someone who
starts arguments among families.” (NCV)
These are by no means the only sins. They
merely sum up the most evil things condemned by God, originating in the heart of
man.
Jesus spoke concerning these things in His
Sermon on the Mount, in which He elaborated
on the Ten Commandments and taught the
origin of sin is in the heart. James 1:15 says,
“Then, after desire has conceived, it gives
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown,
gives birth to death.”
Paul discusses a proud look when he
writes of Christ’s humility in Philippians 2:3-5.
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility value others
above yourselves, not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of
the others.” We are to imitate Jesus’ qualities.
Philippians 2:5-7 tells “..Who, being in very
nature God, did not consider equality with
God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by
taking the very nature of a servant...”
Since God is a God of truth, He detests
lying and deceit. “The devil was a murderer
from the beginning, not holding to the truth,
for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he
speaks his native language, for he is a liar
and the father of lies.” John 8:44
Hands that kill innocent people refers to
cold-blooded murder. Jesus takes it further,
telling us in Matthew 5:21-22 that hating
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someone is a sin equal to murder. “You have
heard that it was said to the people long ago,
‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell
you that anyone who is angry with a brother
or sister will be subject to judgment.”
A mind that thinks up evil plans refers to
evil thoughts focused toward another individual. David’s scheme to cover up his sin with
Bathsheba by arranging her husband Uriah’s
death is a perfect example of this, as told in 2
Samuel 11.
Feet that are quick to do evil describes
those who display no resistance to sin. But
since we received the gift of the Holy Spirit at
baptism, we have His power to resist evil the
devil hurls our way. The translation, The
Voice, words it this way: “So submit yourselves to the one true God and fight against
the devil and his schemes. If you do, he will
run away in failure.” James 4:7
A witness who lies affects the one about
which the lie is focused. The distinction between the lying tongue and false witness is
someone’s character is being attacked by the
false witness. “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.” Exodus 20:16
Someone who starts arguments in families addresses disagreements in families that
cause strife. Many scriptures stress the importance of unity. “I in them and you in me—
so that they may be brought to complete
unity. Then the world will know that you sent
me and have loved them even as you have
loved me.” John 17:23 And we are called to be
peacemakers. “Blessed are the Peacemakers,
for they shall be called sons of God.”
Matthew 5:9
The laws by which the Jews were to live
were fulfilled by Jesus in His life and death,
resulting in the gift of grace when we sin. God
hates all sin, but Jesus’ payment for sin covers
all who enter and abide / remain in Him.

Preacher’s Pen
For other articles and
information about our
congregation, go online

Total Eclipse

The Expository Files of
Leon Odom provided
material for this article.

Once, in a group
meeting for survivors
of domestic violence,
the director asked the
members to write their
obituaries. Wow!
What a sobering task!
The point of the
exercise was to make
everyone aware of how
they wanted to be perceived after their
death.
Afterwards, she
told them, “Why not
begin now to conduct
yourselves in the manner in which you want
to be remembered at
your passing!”

2017 VBS
July 30- Aug 3
6-8 pm
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by Gene McCoy

Most of our readers will have only pressed with those passages which reone opportunity to experience a total so- mind us of the redemptive price. ‘In
lar eclipse. That will occur on August 21, whom we have redemption through His
2017, when the path of the moon will in- blood, even the forgiveness of sins actersect that of the sun, thereby blocking cording to the riches of His
the light of the sun from our earthly van- grace” (Ephesians 1:7).Christ never detage point. The duration of this total served the treatment He received on Caleclipse will be comparativevary. The people to whom
Psalm 22
ly brief, lasting only a few
the stroke of death was due
My God, my God, why have
minutes.
you forsaken me? Why are went free. ‘All we like sheep
Matthew 27:45-46 re- you so far from saving me, have gone astray; we have
lates a previous occasion so far from my cries of an- turned everyone to his own
when darkness fell across guish? My God, I cry out by way; and the Lord hath laid
the whole land for three day, but you do not answer, on Him the iniquity of us
hours at midday. It was the by night, but I find no rest. all’ (Isaiah 53:6). ‘. . . For the
darkest hour in the life of Yet you are enthroned as transgression of my people
Jesus, when He was aban- the Holy One; you are the was He stricken’ (Isaiah
one Israel praises. In you our
doned by His Father.
53:8). In His more delightful
ancestors put their trust;
Foreseeing this dark they trusted and you deliv- days the Savior had said, ‘I
hour hundreds of years ear- ered them. To you they knew that thou hearest Me
lier, David cried out to God cried out and were saved; in always” (John 11:42), but
with the same plea as Jesus you they trusted and were on the cruel cross God
on the cross. David experi- not put to shame. But I am a turned His ear away and left
enced periods when he felt worm and not a man, Him alone—so very much
alone and forsaken; that scorned by everyone, des- alone; and Jesus knew and
pised by the people. felt that loneliness! HowevGod had abandoned him.
All who see me mock me;
Leon Odom cites the
er, Jesus knew that He must
they hurl insults, shaking
word study by Greek schol- their heads.
become sin and in doing so
ar, Wuest, who informs us
would have to be forsaken
that the word connotes the
by the Father.”
“forsaking one in a state of defeat or
We likely will never understand and
helplessness in the midst of hostile cir- appreciate fully the meaning and significumstances.”
cance of His abandonment by the Father.
Why would the Father abandon His I agree with Odom, who says “we may
Son in the hour of hopelessness and hos- well be content and wise to leave the
tility? How could God, Who promised mystery unfathomed.” But we are oblinever to leave or forsake us, forsake His gated to “imitate God, therefore, in eveown Son? He did so that we could be rything you do, because you are His dear
saved from our hopeless and helpless cir- children. Live a life filled with love, folcumstance due to sin. “For He made Him lowing the example of Christ. He loved us
who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we and offered Himself as a sacrifice for us, a
might become the righteousness of God pleasing aroma to God. . . . Once you
in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). “Christ has were full of darkness, but now you have
redeemed us from the curse of the law, light from the Lord. So live as people of
having become a curse for us” (Galatians light! For this light within you produces
3:13). Jesus endured the temporary dark- only what is good and right and
ness of abandonment so that we might true” (Ephesians 5:1-2,8-9).
walk in the light and dwell in that Land
May it never be said of us that our
where He is the light (Revelation 21:23).
lives hide the light of the Son. Rather,
Odom writes, “When we are remind- may we ever live as children of light. This
ed of the price that the Master paid for is the proper response to His love that
our sins then we are much more im- shines on us from Calvary.
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“Out of Service”
Churches in America think about the
“millennial” generation more than millennials think about church. Some churches are
waking up and realizing their need for
younger believers (those born between the
early 1980’s and 2000) to take the church
into the future, but Barna states, “the unchurched segment among Millennials has
increased in the last decade from 44% to
52%.”
Churches know of their need for these
young people but young non-believers don’t
know of their need for the Church. I’m not
suggesting one generation is less important
than another. Obviously we should be making disciples of all ages. But dedicated disciples of previous
decades are coming to terms with
the reality of their
mortality and are
looking to pass the
baton of responsibility within the
church to a younger generation only
to find startlingly
few palms reaching back to accept
the handoff.
Think about it
this way. Imagine
a young woman
who is madly in
love with an absolute dream boat of a guy. She just KNOWS
they are supposed to be together and she
has their beautiful future planned out. She
even gets together with her sisters to come
up with a plan to woo him. What should she
wear or how should she sound to get him to
like her? She spends all this time, energy,
and money trying to get this man’s attention. And what does this guy think about
her? Unfortunately for our gal, he doesn’t
think about her at all. Now imagine that
young woman from our story is the Church
in America and the man she is trying to entice is the millennial generation. That scene
is all too common among today’s churches.
When speaking about potential barriers
to youth ministry within churches, the earlier mentioned Barna research states,
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Family Info
For August

by Eric Dwyer
“Notably, lack of financial resources is only
mentioned by 8% of leaders.” So the church
is not afraid to plan and spend to attract
future believers, but when 18-35 year olds
aren’t working, they’re doing just about
anything else but being a part of a church
(see chart).
According to these statistics, at best, the
Bride of Christ is being “friend-zoned” by
the very people she is trying to help. At
worst, she is rejected or ignored completely.
So what are we to do? Some churches ignore the issue and hope it will fix itself, others place the blame entirely on millennials,
while others are trying to find the magic
bullet. These answers are not only ineffective, they are also
short sighted. We
are Christ’s bride.
Instead of gratifying a generation
let’s serve our Savior. Instead of only
worrying
about
how we look or
sound to woo people, let’s first answer the call of
Jesus to die to ourselves daily and let
Him purify us.
THEN we can work
on our cosmetic
issues.
I don’t
want people to be
a part of a church, I want them to be a part
of the Kingdom. When the Church is wellgrounded in radical faith, love, and identity
in Jesus it may then be possible to start the
long process of righting the ship which looks
to be headed for troubled waters.
Believe me, it will be a long process. As a
whole millennials want to be a part of something greater than themselves but purposefully detached from established institutions.
If we’re living sacrifices, we may finally get
their attention. Maybe then we will get their
time. After that comes their energy. Then
finally, when they know this Jesus stuff is
“for reals,” we can talk about their commitment. But in our pursuit to love the world,
let’s not forget the wooing of our first love.

Meetings
1 Benevolence Team @ 6:30
14 Elder’s @ 6:30

Birthdays
2
5
7
10
13
15
17
18
21
23
24
26
27
30
30

Mary Douglas
Lynn Huett
Tamara Pickett
Barkley Terry
Dakota Townsend
Brad Berg
Bill Hood
Vicky Wolf
Thelma Hill
Chris Nosari
Jon Gambold
Leslie Hytinen
Bruce Wolf
Mary Snyder
Marsha Frogge

Anniversaries
11 Jerry & Nancy Rose
13 Bernie & Thelma Hill
18 Don & Judy Truitt

“If we read the Word and
do not pray, we may
become puffed up with
knowledge. If we pray,
and do not read the
Word, we shall be
ignorant of the mind
and will of God.”
Dwight L. Moody
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“Ministry Choices at Christian Church of Mountain Home “ by Arlene Dixon
Willing Workers is a group of ladies of all ages who
get together on the second Monday of the month. Our
purpose is to serve wherever the Lord leads us. The
meeting consists of a devotion, minutes from the previous meeting, any new business which may
be a help to others. The meeting closes with
prayer.
The month of October and the first part
of November is dedicated to the Christmas
gifts for the children at one of the Show-Me
Christian Youth homes in Missouri. Money is
collected from the congregation and gifts are purchased for the children. Mary Snyder is given a list of
children in need which includes items they would like
and size of clothing for each child. Two of the ladies
from Willing Workers will purchase the requested
items. They are wrapped and delivered to the Show-Me
home in LaMonte. The gifts are given to the children at
Christmas. Any extra money is used to purchase items
needed for the home.
Willing Workers also plans and prepares for the annual Ladies Christmas dinner which is the first Thursday
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in December. It is a fun time of fellowship and getting
to meet new friends and reacquaint with others. The
event ends with a speaker or project. The gifts for Show
-me Home are wrapped at the end of the meeting.
The next meeting will be Monday, September
11, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. in the community room at
Christian Church of Mountain Home.
However, if you cannot attend this meeting and
would like additional information, contact Mary
Snyder @ 309-696-6676 or Arlene Dixon 424-2869.
Come join us for a time of fellowship and share
your ideas for this ministry.
Women of Worth Bible Study will begin Sept 6, at
9:30am in the Community Room here at CCMH. The
first day will be an overview of the study, “Prophecy
and Revelation”. Material will be given out at no charge
at the first meeting. The first class begins Sept 13. All
women our welcome. Inviting others helps make the
study fun.
Contact Arlene Dixon @ 424-2869 for more info.
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION
Matthew 28:19-20
Wednesday Evening
5:30 Supper
6:30 Bible Classes

Sunday Morning
9:30 Worship
11:00 Bible Classes
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