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Ninth Hour Prayer Ministry        by Joyce Rhoads/Anne Mahoney 

 

“For Things that Matter…Pray in Jesus 
Name” 
 Sacrifices were not what the temple of 
the Jewish life was all about. The 9th Hour, 
or 3 o’clock in the afternoon, was the time 
of the daily sacrifice in the Jewish world and 
was followed by all of Israel kneeling in 
prayerful communion with the Creator.  
 The prayers of the righteous availeth 
much. James 5:16 We have begun our 9th 
Hour Prayer Ministry, a significant time of 
the day set aside for all to pray together, no 
matter where we might be,  “For Things 
that Matter…Pray in Jesus Name” 
 At 3 o’clock in the afternoon, stop. Pray. 
Consider for a moment the barrage of pray-
ers filling God’s senses like sweet perfume. 
“holding golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the saints." Revelation 
5:8.  True and acceptable prayer is a prayer 
of faith and a fragrance to God. It is pre-
cious to God; much more than the priceless 
utterings of a toddler to a parent.  
 God does not need our prayers. He 
longs for our prayers. How well we know 
our Lord depends on our conversations with 
Him. Prayer is intimate fellowship with our 
Lord and communication (prayer) is key to 
any relationship. 
 Paul tells us in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 to 
“Pray without ceasing”. Prayers can be 
patterned in five general areas: 
 
Praise  
 God is to be praised for His righteous-
ness, power, glory, holiness, wisdom, mer-
cy, and longsuffering. Reverence and re-
spect to Him is shown in this way. When 
you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come. Luke 11:2  

Confession   
 Christians ask forgiveness for every sin 
they commit. Forgive us our sins, for we also 
forgive everyone who sins against us and 

lead us not into temptation. Luke 11:4 
 
Petition  
 We ask for the things we need, subject 
to God’s will. When you ask, you do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong mo-
tives, that you may spend what you get on 
your pleasures. James 4:3 We need to work 
to be better Christians when we ask in pray-
er for His help to be better Christians. Do 
not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
Philippians 4:6  

Intercession 
 We pray for others. For this reason, 
since the day we heard about you, we have 
not stopped praying for you. We continually 
ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his 
will through all the wisdom and understand-
ing that the Spirit gives. Colossians 1:9  

Thanksgiving   
 God gives us blessings, the joy of life and 
salvation. I urge, then, first of all, that peti-
tions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 
be made for all people. 1 Timothy 2:1 Our 
heart shows our thanksgiving. Through Je-
sus, therefore, let us continually offer to God 
a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that 
openly profess his name. Hebrews 13:15 
 
 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything they ask, it will be 
done for them by my Father in heaven.  
Matthew 18:19  
 

3 O'clock. Stop. Pray. 

David Benedict 
Jason Schmeski 
Rick Schmeski 

Joey Peglar 
Eric Dwyer 
Don Truitt 

George Blohowiak 
Louise Addington 

Dick Huett 

http://biblia.com/bible/asv/Luke%2011.2
http://truthfortheworld.org/sin
http://biblia.com/bible/asv/Luke%2011.4
http://biblia.com/bible/asv/James%204.3
http://biblia.com/bible/asv/Philippians%204.6
http://biblia.com/bible/asv/Colossians%201.9
http://biblia.com/bible/asv/1%20Timothy%202.1
http://biblia.com/bible/asv/Hebrews%2013.15
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For other articles and 
information about our 
congregation, go online 

Preacher’s Pen                  by Gene McCoy 

Upcoming Missionary 
Visits 

McFarland Family - 
April 23-29  
Stephen Walton - 
weekend of August 23  

Easter Sunday 

April 5 

It is good to have some knowledge of 
and appreciation for reasons unbelievers 
reject the Bible and the God of the Bible. 
Rejection of truth is nothing new. Paul 
dealt with it in his ministry to the 
Corinthians. He exposed it as being a 
rejection of the message and of the 
messenger in the first two chapters of 
his first letter to those Christians.  
 
John MacArthur summarizes this 
rejection in five simple statements. 
Concerning the message, it is 
unreasonable, unattainable and 
unbelievable. Of the messengers Paul 
says they are unremarkable and 
unfashionable. 
 
Intellectuals and those who worship at 
their feet consider the message of the 
cross to be foolishness. The word 
Paul uses literally characterizes it 
as moronic. They pride 
themselves in rationalistic human 
reasoning, which is the basis 
upon which they determine 
truth. Since the message of the 
cross does not correspond to 
human reasoning, it must be 
rejected.  
 
The humanist believes man has 
the ingenuity, power and 
resources to save himself. The 
biblical message that redemption 
is beyond sinful man’s ability is 
contrary to human wisdom. It is 
an affront to the proud, who 
points to all the accomplishments 
of mankind in the material realm and 
leaps to the conclusion that he can do 
similarly in the spiritual realm.  
 
The very idea that redemption is 
necessary or needed is, in itself, contrary 
to the prideful thinking of the 
unbeliever, whose premise is that 
mankind is inherently good, contrary to 
the clear statement of Paul that no one 
is righteous (Romans 3:10-18).  
 
The message of the cross is not only 
contrary to human rationale, but it is 
beyond man’s ability to attain or figure 
out. Job’s friend declared, “How great is 
God—beyond our understanding” (Job 
36:26). The only means by which we 
have come to know of redemption 
through the cross of Christ is that God 
revealed it. God’s thoughts and ways are 
higher than man’s (Isaiah 55:8-9). 
 
There are some whose confidence is in 
their so-called “spirituality.” They have 
the notion that their ethereal status is 
sufficient to save them; that their 
existence on an elevated plane of 

spirituality puts them in position to 
obtain salvation outside or above the 
scope of biblical teaching. It is a 
salvation by spiritual status. Paul states, 
however, that you cannot get to God by 
means of human wisdom. God functions 
in a dimension that is not only outside 
the context of human wisdom, but 
contrary to human wisdom. Assemble 
the world’s brightest and most 
accomplished in all the sciences and 
arts, along with the most noted 
philosophers and doctors. But their 
combined wisdom could never attain the 
wisdom of God reflected in the gospel.  
Worldly wisdom says the preaching of 
the cross is foolishness. But God has 
made foolish their feigned wisdom. 
  
Even if they could attain to it, they 

would reject it as 
unbelievable. God 
told Habakkuk that 
His dealings and 
doings are too 
much for man to 
believe (1:5). 
 
Just as the song 
writer says we look 
for love in all the 
wrong places, so do 
we for deliverance 
from our troubles. 
Paul says the Jews 
look for signs and 
the Greeks seek 
after wisdom. Paul 
simply preached 

Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Jesus 
performed miracle after miracle and 
fulfilled prophecy after prophecy. But 
those who seek for signs can never be 
satisfied.  
 
Even if they could attain to the wisdom 
of God through their philosophy, 
spirituality and intellect, they would 
have discovered a message they would 
not believe. Jesus’ litany of woes upon 
the religious leaders in Matthew 23 is a 
blistering rebuke they certainly did not 
want to hear or believe. It is easy to see, 
therefore, why unbelievers reject the 
message and its messengers, whom the 
world considers unremarkable and 
unfashionable. 
 
Not many Christians are regarded by the 
world as impressive, much less 
noteworthy. Not may wield power or 
influence. Not many are wellborn and 
high bred or socially ranking. To the 
contrary, they are weak and lowly. The 
word Paul uses actually conveys the idea 
of “not born.” The elite of the world 
consider the Christians as not existing! 

Why People  
Reject God/Bible 

This Preacher’s Pen 
article is a synopsis of a 
recent  sermon that was 
inspired and influenced 
greatly by a sermon 
preached by John Mac-
Arthur, entitled, “Why 
Do Some Believe and 
Others Reject?”. Audio 
recordings of the mes-
sages are available via e-
mail upon request.  

                          continued on page 4 

Our prayers are with the 
Kaylan Lawrence family 
(Courtney Pickett’s sister) 
at her passing recently. 

9th Hour Prayer  
Ministry 

See church website 
http://ccmhar.com/
page/
join_the_conversation
9th_hour_prayer_mini
stry 



MEETINGS 
6 Willing Workers 1:00 

7 Benevolence 
 Ministry Team 
 Meeting 6:30 pm 
13 Elders’ Meeting 6:30 

3 Mark Bankes 
5 Samson Massey 
7 James Evans 
9 Chester Kocherer 
12 Jace Peglar 
13 Sarah Dwyer 
13 Bud Hall 
15 Ross Gyles 
16 Sandra Butler 
17 Skyler Makanda 
18 Bryan Douglas 
19 George Blohowiak 
20 Kathy Leuck 
20   Norman Lueck 
22 Chris McQueen 
25 Jeanine Kocherer 
25   Megan Terry 
26 Louise Valeika 
26   Doug Green 
29 Steve Mendleski 
29   Leo Mendleski 
30 Billie Sue Darr 
30   Sandy Lloyd 
 

Birthdays 

Family Info 
for 

April 

Anniversaries 

2 Jack & Sue Schaufler 
3 David & Susan Nixon 
4 Jim & Nadine Conder 
5 Chris & Kelley Nosari 
27   Eric & Christina Setzer 
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Purity and Prayer                  Louise Addington 

 In February, Gene McCoy shared with 
some of us his thoughts and comments 
on exposure to a movie containing foul 
language and immorality.  His email 
touched a chord deep in my heart.   
 We may live in a world pitted with 
filth, but we don't have to jump in the 
sewer and play in it.  Yes, if I saw a child 
drowning in a cesspool, I would dive in to 
rescue it, but I would not stay there.  
Some may recall an action adventure 
movie wherein the hero and heroine had 
the earth collapse beneath their feet, 
and they slid down a slippery hill into a 
huge mud puddle.  Both were completely 
covered in mud.  However, once out of 
their predicament, they got all cleaned 
up again. To the point, they did not con-
tinue to go on through the rest of the 
movie caked in mud and dirt.   
 That symbolizes for me how it is for 
us Christians. The world is con-
stantly splashing mud and as-
sorted mental or emotional 
filth on us.  We are admon-
ished to live a life that is 
“unspotted” from the world. 
(James 1:27)  Just how do we 
go about washing the world out of our 
lives?   
 A vivid memory for me helps put a 
spot light on the issue at hand.  A mis-
sionary who ministered to those living in 
a garbage dump in the Philippines came 
to the Christian school where I was 
teaching.  He spoke with great passion 
about the Lord and his love for those 
who picked through trash for a living. 
 After he finished speaking in chapel, I 
greeted him, thanking him for his work in 
such a distasteful environment.  He 
reeked of the smell of garbage.  I remem-
ber thinking at the time, “You are in 
America now.  Why don't you get 
cleaned up?”   
 Since then, however, I have come to 
view that learning experience as very 
valuable.  Had he gotten rid of the smell, 
his memory would have been lost among 
the myriad of preachers I have heard 
over the years. The repulsive smell mag-
nified and solidified in my mind just how 

dedicated he was to the Lord.  Though he 
carried with him the stench of death, his 
words were full of life, light and power.   
 This puts me in mind of the words of 
Paul to the Corinthians when he said in 
his second book to them, chapter 2, vers-
es 15 and 16:  “As far as God is con-
cerned there is a sweet, wholesome fra-
grance in our lives.  It is the fragrance of 
Christ within us, an aroma to both the 
saved and the unsaved all around us.  To 
those who are not being saved, we seem 
a fearful smell of death and doom, while 
to those who know Christ we are a life-
giving perfume.”  (From the Living Bible) 
 Jesus calls us to a life of purity.  If we 
focus on Him, He shines a light on all the 
things in our lives, and His Spirit helps us 
discern right from wrong. 
 Is this something that comes to us 
automatically once we rise from the wa-

ters of baptism?  No.  It takes 
diligent reading, studying, lis-
tening to, meditating on, and 
applying the word of God to 
our lives each day.  It takes 
going to God in prayer with 
every thing that concerns us, 

throughout the day.  It means learning 
how better to pray by listening to others 
as they pray.  It takes turning away from 
what we come to learn is wrong, degrad-
ing, destructive, divisive, derisive, deni-
grating, questionable or evil.  It takes not 
only worshiping with other Christians, 
but finding the time to spend time with 
other believers when the opportunity 
presents itself.  These are called times of 
fellowship, and our example for that 
practice is in the book of Acts.   
 Yes, the world will splash us with its 
dirt and filth, but the Word helps us to 
shed it like we are coated with Teflon. 
So, take up your Sword, the Word of 
God, daily and take your stand against 
the devil by kneeling before the Lord.   
 
With Grace and Peace,  
Louise Addington 
 
Conclusion to a three part article. 
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Sunday Morning 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Bible Classes 

Wednesday Evening 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Bible Classes 

  Beyond insignificant, Christians are considered as 
nobodies. But these are the very ones God has 
chosen—those who are not—to shame those who 
are. Those the world considers to be wise are 
impressed with themselves. They are not impressed 
with God’s message or His messengers, whom they 
consider to be unfashionable.  
 
Paul said he was unlike the well groomed and well 
spoken philosophers to whom the Corinthians had 
been accustomed. Whereas they were absorbed in, 
by and with philosophical complexities, Paul 
determined to know nothing but Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified.  His detractors derided him, saying, 
“His letters are weighty and forceful, but in person 
he is unimpressive and his speaking amounts to 
nothing” (2 Cor. 10:10). Paul did not apologize for 
this, but said his purpose was to promote 
confidence in the power of God, not in  the wisdom 
of man. Our efforts to be fashionable and 
impressive are not going to bring people to salvation 
in Christ. Paul said that God’s power in bringing 
people to salvation is not our oratory, our shows or 
displays, but rather the proclamation of the gospel. 
 
We may be humiliated, ridiculed and marginalized 
by those boasting worldly wisdom. But that is a 
price we are willing to pay for our real goal and 
purpose, which is the eternal glory of God and His 
Son, Jesus Christ. Despite the world’s appraisal, 

Christians are very important in and to the world. 
We may not be remarkable or fashionable, but we 
do speak God’s wisdom when we proclaim the 
gospel. It is a gospel of reconciliation and peace 
between the Creator and all of His creatures. 
 
Paul concludes this passage by stating that we have 
the mind of Christ. We possess the result of the Holy 
Spirit’s search into the deep things of God. We are 
in possession of the only hope the world has. Our 
commission is not to obtain high regard for 
ourselves among the world’s elite, but rather to be 
content as fools for Christ’s sake (1 Cor. 4:10) as we 
faithfully proclaim the message of reconciliation and 
redemption through Jesus Christ. He is the crucified 
One Who was raised from death, thereby providing 
the hope of resurrection to everlasting life to all 
who display faith in His blood by repenting of sin 
and being baptized into His death (Rom. 6).  
 
Our commission is to communicate this revelation 
faithfully, accurately, continually and lovingly. We 
will not convince every unbeliever. But we can pray 
for their eventual salvation. And we can pray that 
our testimony of life will help and not hinder 
unbelievers on their way to faith. The salvation of 
the wise depends upon faithful fools, unremarkable 
and unfashionable though they be, proclaiming the 
unfathomable and “unbelievable” message of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Continued from page 2 


