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 I love this time of year.  The weather 
cools down, pumpkin spice flavors abound, 
and the leaves turn beautiful colors.  You’ll 
have to remember that I grew up a city boy 
from Kansas.  Sure, there were some trees 
here and there which turned colors and 
we’d “Oooooh” and “Aaaaaah.”  But take 
one drive on Push Mountain Road this 
month and you’ll see a mountainside canvas 
of “Happy Trees.”  I may sneeze on more 
than one occasion this 
season, but I believe it is 
more than worth it for 
the beauty around me. 
 If I am going to enjoy 
this beauty, not only 
must I be ready to handle 
seasonal allergies, I need 
to also be prepared for 
the inevitable clean up 
opportunities these 
leaves afford.   That’s a 
nice way of saying there 
is work to be done.  It can 
be easy to begrudge the 
leaves when they have 
been brown and on the ground for quite 
some time.  The buds were so pretty in the 
spring.  The full leaves provide valuable 
shade in the summer.  And now, after a bril-
liant final act, they require an afternoon of 
work.  Oh, how easy it can be to curse the 
work of raking leaves. 
 When Jesus was asked about a sign of 
His coming and of the end of the age, in part 
of His answer, he told His followers to look 
at the trees.  He says in “Now learn this les-
son from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get 
tender and its leaves come out, you know 
that summer is near.” Jesus taught there are 
seasonal indicators of coming change in na-

ture and, if we take the time to look, there 
 are indicators of spiritual changes as well.   
 It is healthy for Christians to apply Jesus’ 
desire for wisdom and foresight in other 
areas of our lives.  We should assess and 
consider seasons of life personally, as a fami-
ly, and as a church body.  If we do not pay 
attention, we could miss a beautiful transi-
tion. 
 Perhaps you recognize you are in the 

autumn season of parenthood as 
your little baby backs out of the 
driveway with their newly printed 
driver’s license.  Maybe you’re in 
the budding season of changing 
diapers!  You could be in the win-
ter season of retirement, or you 
could be in the summer and 
“making hay while the sun shines.”  
Whatever your season in life, con-
sider how you might live best for 
the glory of God. 
 I am not saying we try to pre-
dict the future by “reading tea 
leaves.”  No one knows the future 
but God.  We should simply re-

member that “There is a time for everything, 
and a season for every activity under the 
heavens.”   
 Perhaps when we take in the sights, 
smells, and (of course) the tastes of this sea-
son, we should ask ourselves, “What can I 
learn from a time like this?”  And when the 
time comes for us to take our metaphorical 
rakes out of the garage, open our bags, and 
get to the business of the work change re-
quires, let’s not see it as a time of moaning 
or mourning.  Instead, it is a time to prepare 
for the next beautiful season God has in 
store.  There is work to be done.  Now, if 
you’ll excuse me, I’ve got a rake to find. 
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Preacher’s Pen            

 

                      by Gene McCoy  

 This dear saint lived for this day. She 
lived in the conscious awareness that life 
has a destination; that the journey of life 
that began at physical birth does not end 
at physical death. Just as we prepare for 
many journeys in life, life is all about pre-
paring for the journey through the vale of 
Death.  
 In a sense, the Christian lives for the 
day of death – the day of departure from 
this life and entrance into life everlasting. 
The Christian accepts the Bible teaching 
that life on earth is followed by life in 
eternity; that how we live this life deter-
mines where and how we spend eternity. 
We understand the Bible teaching that 
we are destined to die once and after that 
comes judgment (Heb. 9:27 NLT). 
 That for which we live is the day 
WHEN HOPE BECOMES REALITY (HEAVEN) 
 Of this present life the apostle Paul 
says: 

 And we rejoice in the hope of the glory 
of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice 
in our sufferings, because we know 
that suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and charac-
ter, hope. And hope does not disap-
point us, because God has poured out 
his love into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit, whom he has given us.  

Rom 5:2-5      
 The presence of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives is not only the guarantee of our full 
inheritance, but the power source by 
which we grow in the likeness of Jesus. 
That process of maturity is not without its 
challenges in our flesh. The apostle Paul 
later addresses this conflict between the 
flesh and the Spirit. The Christian, he 
says, has been redeemed by the blood of 
Jesus. But, until that day when our body is 
redeemed, we continue to live in this 
world that is itself groaning under the 
curse of sin. Our present existence is in 
hope of that day when we shall be re-
leased from our struggle against the flesh. 
On that day we shall receive our full in-
heritance in the presence of God. That for 
which we had hoped shall become reality 
in that blessed home prepared for all of  
 
 

God’s redeemed family.  
We know that the whole creation has 
been groaning as in the pains of child-
birth right up to the present time. Not 
only so, but we ourselves, who have 
the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan in-
wardly as we wait eagerly for our 
adoption as sons, the redemption of 
our bodies. For in this hope we were 
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope 
at all. Who hopes for what he already 
has? But if we hope for what we do 
not yet have, we wait for it patiently.                     
Rom 8:22-25 

 Our departed sister is no longer living 
in hope. She has left the context of this 
world, which the Bible says we must live 
in persistent patience. She no longer lives 
in hope of the glory of God, but in the 
eternal presence of God’s glory.  
 This is that for which  

He saved us through the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he poured out on us generously 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so 
that, having been justified by his 
grace, we might become heirs having 
the hope of eternal life.                            

Titus 3:5-7 
This hope we have as an anchor of the 
soul, a hope both sure and steadfast .”
                                Heb 6:19 
If only for this life we have hope in 
Christ, we are to be pitied more than 
all men.        1 Cor 15:19 

 It was in this hope of resurrection to 
life everlasting that our sister lived and 
died. It is to this hope she directed all 
those she influenced. She would have us 
remember the exhortation of the Hebrew 
writer: 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope 
we profess, for he who promised is 
faithful. And let us consider how we 
may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds. Let us not give up 
meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but let us encourage 
one another-and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching. 

Heb 10:23-25 

This year, our  
Ingathering service 
will be on Wed., Nov. 
9 at 6:30, immediately 
following the 5:30 
potluck dinner.  Be 
prepared to express 
your gratitude for how 
blessed each of us 
are , either monetari-
ly, verbally or both. 
Exodus 23:16 calls it 
‘the Feast of the  
Ingathering at the end 
of the year when you 
gather in the fruit of 
your labors from the 
field’. The money col-
lected at Ingathering 
goes to the Mountain 
Home Food Basket. 

“Living for  
the Day” 

Funeral message for a 
Christian 

 
By Gene McCoy 

continued on page 3 



Family Info 
For November 

 

Meetings 
 

2 Women of Worth @ 9:30 
6    Missions Ministry Team/  
  potluck-noon  
9 Women of Worth @ 9:30 
10 Ingathering—6:30 
13 Leadership Retreat @ 12:30 
14 Willing Workers @ 1 pm 
14 Women of Worth @ 9:30 
23 Women of Worth @ 9:30 
30 Women of Worth @ 9:30 

 

Birthdays 
 

1 Sue Schaufler 
3 Taylor Cotter 
5 Amanda LeBlanc 
5 Elizabeth Britt 
9 Mike Lloyd 
10 Alisa Walton 
14 Lorene Pierce 
14 David Benedict 
18 Annabell Klos 
20 Barbara Cline 
22 Matthew Byrd 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 

4  Mark & Gail Hinds 
11 George & Karen Blohowiak 
19  Gordon & Dorothy Sowle 
22 Joey & Vanessa Peglar 
26 Nick & Linda Wisniewski 
29 Rick & Jan Schmeski 
30 James & Maryln Evans 
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Last month,  
Tyler Callender and  
Rose Hood accepted 
Jesus as the Lord of  
their lives and were 
baptized for the for-
giveness of their sins. 
We rejoice with them 
and their families! 

continued from page 2  
 With our departed sister we join in 
repeating the words of the apostle Pe-
ter, 

Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into 
a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

1 Peter 1:3 
 That for which we live is the day  
WHEN FAITH BECOMES SIGHT 

Many times I have wondered  
about the sights of that city  

and all that my eyes shall behold. 
I will see all the wonders  

when I enter that city,  
there forever to be safe in His fold. 

Here on earth we have troubles  
that to us seem so heavy,  

but in heaven no one will be sad 
Mom and Dad will be singing,  
heaven’s praise will be ringing  

for the dearest Friend I ever had. 
Some morning you’ll find me  

touring that city,  
where the Son of God is the light 

You’ll find me there  
on the streets so pretty,  

made of gold so pure and so bright. 
with Jesus, the One 

Who gave me the victory,  
Who led me across the divide. 
Some morning you’ll find me  

touring that city,  
where with Him I will ever abide. 

Therefore we are always confident 
and know that as long as we are at 
home in the body we are away from 
the Lord. We live by faith, not by 
sight. We are confident, I say, and 
would prefer to be away from the 
body and at home with the Lord. So 
we make it our goal to please him, 
whether we are at home in the body 
or away from it. For we must all ap-
pear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive 
what is due him for the things done 
while in the body, whether good or 
bad.           2 Cor 5:6-10 

 On that day when we awake in eter-
nal glory, we shall see that for which we 

had hoped and longed. Then we will re-
alize the reward for our perseverance 
and faithfulness. Then we will receive 
the victor’s crown as we stand before 
the throne dressed in Jesus’ robe of 
righteousness. Then we will experience 
the truthfulness of John’s testimony: 

This is the victory that has overcome 
the world, even our faith. Who is it 
that overcomes the world? Only he 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God.            1 John 5:4-5 

 That for which we live is the day  
WHEN THE CONQUERED BECOMES THE 
CONQUEROR 
 When Jesus died, it appeared to be 
defeat. The resurrection transformed the 
defeat of death into the victory of ever-
lasting life. Satan had inflicted a bruising 
blow to Jesus’ heel, according to the 
prophecy of Genesis 3:15. But Jesus 
crushed Satan’s head when He con-
quered death through His glorious resur-
rection. 
 Throughout history God’s people 
have come up against seemingly impos-
sible odds when it appeared to the eye 
of flesh that the forces of evil would pre-
vail. But the eye of faith sees the victory 
promised to God’s faithful ones. 
 Those who surrender to Jesus are 
victors in life. We have become more 
than conquerors through Him who loves 
us. Death is our final enemy. But it is a 
vanquished enemy, due to our Lord’s 
resurrection. As a result, our physical 
death and departure from this life is 
merely the next step in the procession 
that culminates in our grand coronation 
when we are awarded our robe and 
crown and welcomed at the heavenly 
portals with words of commendation, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant. 
Enter into the joy of your salvation.” 
 Please read: Rom. 8:31-39; 1 Cor. 
15:50-58. 
 Those who live for the Lord every day 
live for this day when 
1.Hope Becomes Reality (Heaven) 
2.Faith Becomes Sight 
3.The Conquered Becomes the Conqueror 
 So live as to so die. 
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Matthew 28:19-20 
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Sunday Morning 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Bible Classes 

Wednesday Evening 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Bible Classes 

 Thanksgiving Day is a national holiday celebrated 
in the United States, originally being a day of giving 
thanks for the blessing of the harvest and 
of the preceding year.  
 Giving thanks in all things is a habit 
which needs to be instilled in our children 
and grandchildren.  Ephesians 5:20 says 
‘always giving thanks for all things in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, 
even the Father’. That verse does not say, 
to be thankful for all the good in your life. 
It says in all things give thanks. 
 We pride our parent-selves in a little 
child  saying ‘tank oo’ when given some-
thing. When does that cease to be an automatic 
thing? First Thessalonians 5:18 says ‘in everything 
give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Je-
sus’.   
 One of the most noticeable characteristics of a 
follower of Jesus is being thankful. Ingratitude can 
cause our hearts to be hardened and our relationship 
with God to be less than warm.   

 An ungrateful heart can turn us into  bitter, selfish 
and dissatisfied people, but a true spirit of thankful-

ness can restore the contentment 
and  joy we first experienced in our 
salvation. 
 It is not something that comes 
easy. On the contrary,  we have to 
work at being happy in every situa-
tion we find ourselves; to trust God, 
for He is faithful in all He has prom-
ised. 
 If you find yourself heart-broken 
at being mistreated in a  job situa-
tion, requiring you to find another 

avenue to provide for your family; consider the possi-
bility that God was working in your life to provide an 
opportunity in which  you could thrive.  And, on look-
ing back on that situation; you realize it was the best 
thing that could have happened.  
 God is in control. We have to keep our hearts 
open to Him and continue to be a thankful people. 

Tank-oo                                    by Joyce Rhoads 


