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 Before I offer some tips on Bible reading, 
let me relate my experience so you can judge 
whether you think I am qualified to give ad-
vice on this subject. 
 As a teenager I thought I could handle 
reading the Bible through.  Wrong! I started 
reading at the beginning in Genesis and quit 
by the time I got into Leviticus.  It was a cou-
ple years before I decided to try taking on a 
smaller goal, that of reading the New Testa-
ment through.  I can’t recall how long it took, 
but I did achieve that goal.  Then I tackled 
the Old Testament.  It was a grind. 
 As a young adult, I tried piecemeal, hap-
hazard reading, but found it 
was not really giving me a good 
insight into the Bible as a 
whole.  About that time, I was 
influenced by a Christian coworker 
to read the Bible through, taking 
notes as I read.  It took me nearly 10 
years and 14 notebooks to do that.  But I 
succeeded in reading and making notes on 
all the books in the Bible, except for some 
labeled "Poetry".    
 Twenty one years ago I heard about a 
missionary who read the entire Bible every 
year.  That same year I got and read a "One 
Year Bible," which gives you portions of 
scripture to read every day. I have continued 
to do so since 1996.   
Bible Reading Tips for Beginners 
 Set a reasonable goal.  Read only a por-
tion of the Bible, such as one or more of the 
gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) or 
Acts. Progress to reading the entire New Tes-
tament. Old Testament books that tell sto-
ries, such as Genesis, Joshua, Ruth, Jonah, 
Esther, Job, Ezra, Nehemiah or Judges, are 
good selections to help you get into the prac-
tice of Bible reading. 
 Decide how you want to keep track of 
your reading every day.  Use a preprinted 
plan and check off what you have read.  Or 

write in a daily planner what you read that 
day.  You can make your own list of readings 
and just stick it in your Bible as a book-
mark.    
 If you follow a daily plan of some sort, 
don't beat yourself up if you miss a day or 
two, but pick up at the next day's reading, so 
long as you can make sense of what is being 
said.  If it doesn't make sense, backtrack 
enough to pick up and go forward.  If that 
doesn't work, skip to a place that starts a 
new topic. 
 Reading a Bible that is set up chronologi-
cally - one that is arranged as the happenings 

occurred in history - may increase 
understanding and enjoyment.  
 Read a version that is simple 
enough for you to understand.  A 
translation written in modern lan-
guage will give you incentive to read 

regularly. Consider reading The Story, 
which puts the Bible in story form without 
the separation of chapters and verses.   
 Don’t get discouraged if you do not un-
derstand everything. Access a recording on 
CD or online and either listen or read along 
with a professional reader. 
 If you want to start now and read the 
New Testament this year, take the number 
of pages in your copy of the New Testament 
and divide it by how many days are left in 
the year.  That will tell you how many pag-
es you need to read each day to finish by the 
end of December.   
 If you want to start small, in order to 
make it a daily practice, try reading just one 
chapter of Proverbs or a Psalm each day.   
 Review Gene's article on this subject in 
the January Contact.  Consult one of the el-
ders, a staff member or myself for personal-
ized guidance for any questions related to 
Bible reading.   
 It's never too late to begin getting in-
to the Bible every day. 
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For other articles and 
information about our 
congregation, go online 

Preacher’s Pen  
          
 

                                    by Gene McCoy  

Thank you to Show-Me 
Christian Youth Home 
for allowing the Jason 
Carman family to join 
us for the weekend of 
February 13 & 14 to 
share pizza and the 
wonderful work that 
Show-me does for 
youth in Missouri! 

Prayers Answered! 
 

Latest news from the 
Waltons in Ireland on 
February 19, 2016: 
 

“Good news arrived 
at our house this 
morning in regards to 
Stephen's status here 
in Ireland. He re-
ceived his visa.  
Praise God!” 

 I took my grandson to White Water 
in Branson last summer. Among the 
park’s guests was a man who had a very 
unusual tattoo across the top of his 
chest. In large capital letters was the 
single word, “MISFIT.” Like many 
tattoos, it could be an invitation for con-
versation. Or it may simply be a state-
ment meant to provoke thought. Since 
Mr. Misfit was fit and I am not, I chose 
to mind my own business and draw my 
own conclusions. 
 The tattoo could have 
associated the man with a 
subculture identified by that 
word and concept. Regard-
less, I began to think about 
spiritual applications, the most obvious 
of which is probably based upon Paul’s 
instruction at Romans 12:2 prohibiting 
conformity with the world. “Don’t let 
the world press you into its mold,” is 
one way this has been expressed. 
 An activity employed to teach chil-
dren basic shapes involves placing an 
object into a hole corresponding to its 
shape. We are familiar with the idiom 
about putting a square peg into a round 
hole. It simply does not fit. That is how 
the genuine Christian feels in the world.  
 A perennial favorite among the 
camp and VBS choruses of a generation 
ago was one that teaches the fact that 
we are citizens of the heavenly king-
dom, a truth to which Paul alludes in 
Philippians 3:20. 

This world is not my home;  
I’m just a-passin’ through.  
My treasures are laid up  
somewhere beyond the blue.  
The angels beckon me  
from heaven’s open door.  
And I can’t feel at home  
in this world anymore. 

 We are instructed to turn from god-
less living and sinful pleasures because 
He gave His life to free us from every 
kind of sin, to cleanse us, and to make 
us His very own people, totally com-
mitted to doing good deeds (Tit. 2:12, 
14 NLT). Christians are a chosen people, 

God’s very own possession, to show 
others the goodness of God (1 Pet. 2:9 
NLT). As God’s own possession, we are 
not to partner or be bound together 
with unbelievers (2 Cor. 6:14). To the 
contrary, we are to be separate from 
the world. To state it succinctly, God has 
not called us to fit in but to stand out. 
 The Christian’s life, marked by holy 
attitudes, impeccable morals, righteous 
conduct and truthful words, makes the 

“MISFIT” tattoo unnecessary. 
Getting a “MISFIT” tattoo, don-
ning religious jewelry or wearing 
so-called “witness wear” is no 
substitute for a living testimony. 
 How does your life display 

separation from the world? Even unbe-
lievers, influenced by Christian princi-
ples such as the Ten Commandments, 
are honest businessmen, exemplary 
citizens and generous philanthropists. 
So those factors, in and of themselves, 
may not be sufficient to brand one as a 
“MISFIT” for Jesus.  
 Obeying Jesus’ teaching in His great 
sermon, however, will definitely set one 
apart. In Matthew 5:39-44 alone Jesus 
teaches us to turn the other cheek, to 
go beyond what is expected or what the 
law demands and to love our  enemies. 
Overcoming evil with good (Rom. 12:21) 
and  choosing rather to be defrauded 
than to take a Christian brother to court 
(1 Cor. 6:7) are added qualities that set 
us apart. 
 In general, maintaining the highest 
ethical, moral and spiritual standards 
and giving the Lord’s church priority in 
your schedule and budget will distin-
guish you as a stand out more than a 

tattoo! Live like that and skip the tat. 

  

Ramon was a polished performer. But this was madness.  
A square peg in a round hole. Unassisted and blindfolded! 



Family Info 
For March 

 

MEETINGS 
 

1 Benevolence Ministry   
 Team @ 6:30 pm 
2 Women of Worth Bible   
 Study @ 9:30 
6 Worship Ministry Team  
7 Willing Workers @ 1 pm 
9 Women of Worth Bible  
 Study @ 9:30 
14 Elders @ 6:30 
16 Women of Worth Bible  
 Study @ 9:30 
23 Women of Worth Bible   
 Study @ 9:30 
30 Women of Worth Bible  
 Study @ 9:30 

 

Birthdays 
 

3 Krissy Caudill 
5 Courtney Pickett 
7 Riley Peglar 
8 Ken Fortier 
8 Lindy Lueck 
9 Dick Schneider 
11 Norma Belicek 
15 Ivadel Cotter 
15 Ernest McFarland 
17 Mel Peters 
21 Jerry Rose 
25 Bonnie Peters 
26 Ken Rhoads 
28 Louise Calloway 
29 Millicent Byrd 
31 Jocelyn Caudill 

 

Anniversaries 
 

12 Bill & Reba Rorie 
12 Dick & Lynn Huett 
28  Mel & Bonnie Peters 
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 Saleem Massey, our missionary in 
Pakistan, believes that God gave him the 
vision to build the 100-bed Christian 
hospital in an area south of Lahore that 
is 98% Muslim. Buildings in this area 
need first to have walls built around the 
property and housing for security pur-
poses, as the Muslims are so hostile to-
wards Christians. 
 Poor villages surround this five-acre 
parcel that was purchased on a main 
highway south of Lahore, where the 
Good Shepherd Christian Hospital has 
been built. There are no existing medical 
facilities in this area. The plan is to treat 
the poor for free.  
 Preceding the dedication underprivi-
leged people received needed attention; 
256 at the medical camp and 125 at the 
eye camp. 
 At the dedication ceremony that 
took place on February 21, 2016, more 
than 2,500 people gathered.  Fourteen 
foreigners  participated in the program: 
six from the USA, six from Germany, one 
from Australia and one from Argentina. 
 Pir Hasnat Shah, Federal Minister for 
Religious Affairs and ex-Foreign Minister, 
inaugurated the groundbreaking cere-
mony. 
 At the Good Shepherd Christian Hos-
pital,  Saleem says, Christian and Muslim 
doctors work together. “Our Lord is the 
Prince of Peace,” he says. “He taught us 

to love our enemies. So we don’t dis-
criminate. We want to win the world 
with the love of Christ.”   
 Free eye and medical camps con-
ducted during the groundbreaking and 
dedication ceremonies treated more 
than 1,500 additional patients. 
 Saleem believes it was a miracle that 
electricity to the hospital property was 
supplied in time for the dedication. In 
villages, the government is not capable 
of providing electricity   regularly.   In-
stallation of the transformer needed to 
provide sufficient electricity for the hos-
pital normally takes more than a year. It 
was accomplished in only a few months! 
 Acquiring electricity is a big deal for 
the operation of the hospital. But 
Saleem insists that a HUGE lighted cross 
stand on top of the building so as to be 
visible for miles, and electricity is need-
ed for that. 
 Additionally, the owner has agreed 
to sell a piece of land adjacent to the 
hospital property. This piece of land will 
enhance the scope of the hospital. 
 “There is no doubt that the church 
will suffer and scatter around the world 
by the hands of extremists and terror-
ists. But she will never be defeated by 
them. She is purchased by the victorious 
blood of Jesus Christ,” Saleem declares. 
 Exciting things are happening in Paki-
stan and we are excited to be partners!

Good Shepherd Christian Hospital Dedicated       

Flippin Christian Church 
March 18 & 19 

“Scarlet 
to Snow” 

Speaker 
Rachelle (Nappo) Starr   

 

Scarlet Hope Ministries 



Non-Profit Org. 
POSTAGE 

PAID 
Permit # 35 

Mtn. Home, AR  
72653 

Sent With a Prayer to 

1365 Eastside Centre Court   
Mtn. Home, AR 72653 870-425-8323 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION  
Matthew 28:19-20 
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Sunday Morning 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Bible Classes 

Wednesday Evening 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Bible Classes 

A great way to serve Christ 
          Feed the hungry 
                     Touch the Community      

 Thirty volunteers from Christian Church of Moun-
tain Home plan to gather at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, 
March 10, to prepare 15,000 food packages to be do-
nated to our next-door neighbor, the Mountain Home 
Food Basket. The food packages will be assembled in 
our Worship Center. 
      The food items will be purchased from Pac-Sac, a 
Christian ministry group, by Sean Taylor, owner of 
Thrivent Financial Company. The staff of Thrivent Fi-
nancial will bring ten volunteers to help with the pro-
ject.  
     A catered lunch will be provided for volunteers. We 
are setting aside Thursday morning, March 10, to 
partner in feeding the hungry and touching our com-
munity in the name of Jesus.  

Free Manicures and Pedicures for Seniors 
 

 Men and women over the age of 60 years are be-
ing offered the opportunity to receive free manicure 
and pedicure treatments, courtesy of a licensed pro-
fessional from Nails By Lisa. This service is sponsored 
by Salon Red, which is located one block off the 
square at 9 E. Fifth St.  
 Appointments are available during our office hours 
(9 a.m.—1:00 p.m.) The service will be provided at our 
church building on the second Thursday of the month 
beginning March 10. Call the church office to make an 
appointment. 
 The service is also 
offered to any adults 
who are physically pre-
vented from properly 
caring for their nails. 
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