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by Joyce Rhoads
stay pure and loyal in the union God made.
Hebrews 13:4 “Marriage must be honored
among all and the marriage bed kept undefiled, for God will judge sexually immoral
people and adulterers”.

 Resolve to not let anything – a career, a
significant other, social media, a house –
become an object of worship. Exodus 23:25
“Worship the Lord your God, and his blessing
will be on your food and water”.

 Resolve to not take anything that's not
yours, including stuff you can hold and put in
your pocket, and plenty that you can't, like
music downloads, streaming movies and
hours on your timecard. Exodus 20:15 “You
shall not steal”.

 Resolve to watch your language and not
speak any destructive talk, especially involving the name of God. Exodus 20:7 “You shall
not misuse the name of the Lord your God”.

 Resolve to speak about others only with
truth and love, not gossip. Provers 16:28 “A
perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends”.

 Resolve to prevent burnout by putting
aside work one day a week. Trust God to
provide for your needs that day and just
enjoy the time He's given you. Exodus 31:15
“For six days work is to be done, but the seventh day is a day of Sabbath rest”.

 Resolve to be content with what you
have, and not worry about that others are
amassing. Philippians 4:12 “I know what it is
to be in need, and I know what it is to have
plenty. I have learned the secret of being
content in any and every situation, whether
well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty
or in want”.

Celebrations
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‘Christian New Year’s Resolutions’

 Resolve to talk to your parents on a regular basis, and show them love and respect.
Exodus 20:12 “Honor your father and your
mother, so that you may live long in the land
the Lord your God is giving you”.
 Resolve to be angry less. Channel any
feelings of rage, which Jesus said are as severe as murder, into worshiping God and
serving others. Ephesians 4:26,27 “In your
anger do not sin: Do not let the sun go down
while you are still angry, and do not give the
devil a foothold”.
 Resolve to honor your commitment to
your spouse. Whether in thought or in deed,

Romans 13:9 The commandments, “You
shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not
murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall
not covet,” and whatever other command
there may be, are summed up in this one
command:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”
From thoughts in the Christian Post By Eric
Corpus

Preacher’s Pen
For other articles and
information about our
congregation, go online

by Gene McCoy

‘Sanctity of
Human Life
Sunday’
January 15
This is a time to reflect
on the dramatic changes
in this country since
Roe-v-Wade.
We hope you will join us
in prayer and mourning
for the loss of over 55
million babies and the
pain suffered by those
who are suffering the
loss from those
decisions.
The Pregnancy Resource
Center ministers to
women and men who
are in the midst of a
crisis pregnancy through
compassionate care and
professional medical
services. To those who
choose to carry their
babies they provide
further assistance
through education and
community support.
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Praise God, from Whom all blessings
flow. Among all God’s blessings that
evoke our praise and gratitude are those
in the spiritual realm that are bestowed
by God’s grace. Paul celebrates these in
the first chapter of Ephesians.
God Chose Us.
To be chosen is to be favored. To be
favored by God requires grace. Despite
the fact that we are not worthy of His
favor, God loves us! He received us when
we accepted Christ. God determined before He created the world that he would
choose for His own all who would choose
His Son.
He chose us, not because we are holy,
but so that we would become holy. To be
holy is to be different, that is, set apart
from the world for a divine purpose.
Some Christians resist this, however.
When they sing, “Just As I Am”, they are
thinking they can come to Christ without
changing. Someone correctly said that
God loves us too much to leave us the
way were are.
When we grasp the beauty and wonder of the fact that God, in grace, chose
us, not on the basis of our goodness, but
rather on the basis of our faith in His Son,
then we will want to become wholly devoted to Christ.
God Redeemed Us.
We were held captive by Satan on
account of our disobedience to God. But
Jesus paid the ransom necessary to set us
free. The ransom price was His very life’s
blood. See 1 Peter 1:18-19.
This redemption is the forgiveness of
our sins, says Paul; the washing away of
our sins. This redemption price deposited
at Calvary is applied to the sinner in the
waters of baptism, where the Bible says
our sins are washed away and the old
man of sin is buried in the likeness of Jesus’ death. See Romans 6.
Some may think His supply is not
enough to atone for all their many sins or
the depth of their depravity. But God’s
grace is inexhaustible! Romans 5:20 says
that where sin abounded, God’s grace
abounds more and more! And He is happy
to pour it out on us in abundance!
Our grateful response to full redemption must include our willing denial of self,
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the taking up of our cross daily to follow
Him. He has freed us from slavery to sin
to freedom in Him. We will gladly become
His servants.
God Made Known to Us the Mystery
of His Will.
This “mystery” is not something that is
difficult to understand, but rather that
which, once hidden from view, has been
uncovered or revealed. That something is
the salvation of all men through the sacrifice of Jesus; that is, the bringing together
of all men under the one Head, Who is
Jesus. And the body in which all men are
united under the authority of Christ is the
church. This was to be inaugurated at the
right time, Paul writes. He identifies this
time in Galatians 4:4 as the birth of the
Christ child. In Colossians 1:19-20, we see
that it was to be initiated through the
reconciliation in peace provided by the
blood of His cross.
Our grateful response to this wonderful grace is first to be reconciled to God in
Christ, and then to be reconciled to all
those who are a part of this family of
grace. But we should also respond by
cherishing and reading the revelation of
God’s will.
God Made Us His Heritage.
Not only was it the purpose of God to
make known the mystery of His will, but
this purpose was also actually fulfilled in
us (Gareth L. Reese).
Before Pentecost, or at least the conversion of Cornelius, God’s heritage was
Israel alone. But all that God was to Israel
He will be to His church today. God’s plan
from before the beginning was that His
heritage would consist of all those who
unite with Christ by faith.
Our response to this grace should be
that we would not only testify to His
grace, but that we would be a testament
to His glorious grace, resulting in praise to
Him. See 1 Peter 2:9.
God’s ultimate end in making us His
heritage was not for our own benefit and
privilege, as the Jews tended to think. It
was for His benefit, in that we are to glorify Him. Let us express our gratitude by
being a people for whom God receives
glory and praise.
continued on page 4
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‘Our Impact’
When we end this life here on earth,
what impact will we have had on those
with whom we came into contact? Being
thought of as significant is something for
which everyone strives. It is heard everywhere in the media.
God’s idea of significance differs greatly from what is portrayed in the media.
How we impact others for Him is what
matters in His eyes. That is true significance.
The first memories of parents would
definitely be considered impactful. So
much of one’s first thoughts and feelings
come from that early interaction, both
good and bad.
Through this journey in life, just when
do we begin being impactful on others and
less being impacted ourselves? That is certainly different for each individual. Even
children raised in the same home by the
same parents differ in their thoughts.
Young children are such a wonderful
gauge of how successful parents have
been at directing their children’s feelings
outwardly, to those around them. It is true
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pleasure to listen to a little person express
sadness when another is hurt; or to laugh
when another laughs.
While aging, some become less empathetic and focus on ‘self’. As long as we
continue to need that outside influence,
impacting others positively is diminished.
When we allow the Holy Spirit to direct
our thoughts, we will influence others for
good. We will make the kind of impact that
pleases God.
We will not be remembered for what
we attained in life, but we will be remembered for how much we valued it. Valuing
all those around us on a daily basis pleases
God.
As we soon begin a new year, let us all
consider we are not here to build the
grandest house on the street, drive the
fanciest automobile, wear designer clothes
or even attain the highest respect in our
careers. We are here to make a difference
in those we meet and conduct ourselves
every day like it is our last.
Impact others for Jesus. Be truly significant!

‘The Imitation Game’
I am always amazed at a child’s endurance when playing the “copycat” game. It
doesn’t even matter if you say, “Stop repeating me. We’re done with this game.”
You will almost always hear that little voice
say, “Stop repeating me. We’re done with
this game.” Talk about commitment! They
keep playing even if you don’t want to!
The Apostle Paul was no stranger to
imitation. In fact, he encouraged it. In
Ephesians 5:1-2 he encouraged his readers
to “follow God’s example, therefore, as
dearly loved children and walk in the way
of love, just as Christ loved us and gave
Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.” You simply cannot claim
to follow Jesus if you do not live like Him (1
John 2:6).
Paul also encouraged believers to follow Godly examples here on earth. In 1
Corinthians 11:1 he wrote, “Follow my
example, as I follow the example of
Christ.” In 1 Thessalonians 1:6 we read
that the church imitated the Lord and Paul,
Silas, and Timothy.
If Christianity had any hope of spread-
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ing throughout the world as Jesus commanded, these early Christians who were
imitating Paul and His companions as they
lived out the life of Christ would also have
to find people of their own to influence.
Paul said Christians shine like stars in the
sky (Philippians 2:15). That shining must
have worked, because here you are reading this newsletter 2,000 years later.
Here are three questions you need to
answer in a positive way if you want to live
this life of imitation and obey the scriptures mentioned. The first is, “Am I living
my life the way Jesus did in the Bible?”
The second question is, “Am I imitating
Godly leaders?” And finally, we need to
ask, “Is anybody copying me?” It is okay to
humbly seek help with these questions.
Ask those you trust (a friend or spouse)
these questions and see if your answers
match. If they don’t match, see why they
don’t. There is no way around this truth.
If you are a Christian, you are a copycat
(you are a copycat).
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Family Info
For January
Meetings
4
8
9
9
11
15
15
18
25
29

Women of Worth @ 9:30
Congregational Meeting
Willing Workers @ 1 pm
Elders @ 6:30
Women of Worth @ 9:30
Education Ministry Team @
noon
Sanctity of Life Sunday
Women of Worth @ 9:30
Women of Worth @ 9:30
Dollar Day

Birthdays
1
3
7
10
13
15
15
21
24
26
28
28
29
29
31

Dick Huett
Dennis Cline
Grayson Coble
Roger Caudill
Steve Hayward
Matthew Sowell
Judy Truitt
Steve McFarland
Linda Berg
Naylah Massey
Jason Schmeski
Ruby Hinds
Gordon Addington
Bailey Crider
Kelley Nosari

We rejoice with
Gregory Mayfield
and his family as he
was baptized for the
forgiveness of his
sins on Wednesday
night, December 14,
2016. Gregory is the
step-brother of Tyler
Callender, who is
Dennis & Barbara
Cline’s greatgrandson.
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continued from page 2
God Predestined Us.
It is God’s good pleasure to choose us because we
are in Christ. See John 1:12.
In Jesus’ day the person being adopted was usually
not an infant or a child, but a boy or man old enough to
serve as a slave. Adoption was often combined with the
making of a will, the provision of which was that the
adopted son was to care for the aging “parents”.
Praise be to God, Who adopted us in love, according to His pleasure and will. God is not willing that any
perish, but that all should come to repentance (2 Peter
3:9). When men do repent, He is happy to accept them
into His family. He is not only willing to save us, but it
gives Him great delight.
Our grateful response is to gladly honor the family
name by displaying the family traits and characteristics.
How gracious God is and how grateful we are to be
included in this family.
God Sealed Us With the Holy Spirit.
Kings affixed their seal to that which belonged to
them. Cattlemen today burn their brand into the hide
of stock belonging to them. At baptism the Lord seals
us with His Holy Spirit, marking the Christian as belong-
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ing to Him. The wedding ring communicates the pledge
of faithfulness to a promise. The church, the bride of
Christ, receives and displays the Holy Spirit in prospect
of realization of eternal glory at the wedding feast of
the Lamb (Revelation 19:7-9).
This gift of the Holy Spirit is sometimes connected
in Scripture with baptism (Acts 2:38-39; 5:32; 1 Cor.
12:13). But it is also connected with our faith (Acts
19:2; Gal. 3:2, 14; Eph. 1:13; 3:17). So baptism and faith
go together. You can’t have one without the other.
Baptism is the sinner’s expression of faith in the promises of God. And one result of that expression of faith is
the awarding of the Holy Spirit to dwell within us as
God’s security deposit that He will give to us the full
inheritance.
We should express our gratitude and praise to God
for this gift of grace by displaying the fruit of the Spirit.
See Galatians 5:22-33.
Our salvation by God’s grace is to be to His eternal
glory and praise, for we would not have this relationship with God were it not for our position “in Christ.”
Oh, God, may our lives of sacrifice and service express
our gratitude for Your grace.
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The LORD’S COMMISSION is OUR MISSION
Matthew 28:19-20
Wednesday Evening
5:30 Supper
6:30 Bible Classes

Sunday Morning
9:30 Worship
11:00 Bible Classes

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
1365 Eastside Centre Court
Mtn. Home, AR 72653 870-425-8323
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