
Build With Care 
1 Corinthians 3:10-15 

 As the Constitutional Convention of 1787 ended, a lady asked Benjamin 
Franklin, “Well, Doctor, what have we got - a republic or a monarchy?” 
Franklin replied, “A republic, if you can keep it.”  

 History has born out that keeping the republic has been difficult. We can 
only imagine how disappointed Mr. Franklin would be if he could see how 
we have “kept” the republic provided by the Founding Fathers. 

 Matthew 16:17 records the words of Jesus in response to Peter’s 
affirmation that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus replied, 
“Upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it.” 
 Ephesians 2:19 & 20 records the words of Paul to Gentile Christians. 
“You are members of God’s family,” Paul said. “Together, we are his 
house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And 
the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself.” 
 Paul continues, “We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a 
holy temple for the Lord.” 
 Peter refers to Jesus as the “living stone . . . chosen by God for great 
honor.” He refers to us as “living stones that God is building into his 
spiritual house.” (1 Peter 2:4-5) 

 We can only speculate how Benjamin Franklin would respond if he 
knew how we have “kept” the republic. But we are not left to wonder how 
Paul and the apostles would respond if we fail to build wisely upon the 
foundation provided by God. All we need to do is read his letter to the 
Christians in Corinth. That congregation was not building wisely. To the 
contrary,  

• the church in Corinth was divided.  
• It was tolerating immorality.  
• The drunkenness of some disgraced the Lord’s Supper.  
• Christians were taking each other to court.  
• They disregarded the apostle who brought them to the Lord in 

favor of false apostles, purveyors of false doctrine (e.g., there 
is no resurrection of the dead).  

• The church was fraught with jealousy and strife with regard to 
spiritual gifts.  



 To that congregation Paul wrote, 
1 Dear brothers and sisters, when I was with you I couldn’t talk to 
you as I would to spiritual people. I had to talk as though you 
belonged to this world or as though you were infants in Christ.  
2 I had to feed you with milk, not with solid food, because you 
weren’t ready for anything stronger. And you still aren’t ready,  
3 for you are still controlled by your sinful nature. You are jealous 
of one another and quarrel with each other. Doesn’t that prove you 
are controlled by your sinful nature? Aren’t you living like people of 
the world?  
4 When one of you says, “I am a follower of Paul,” and another 
says, “I follow Apollos,” aren’t you acting just like people of the 
world? 
5 After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God’s 
servants through whom you believed the Good News. Each of us 
did the work the Lord gave us.  
6 I planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it 
was God who made it grow.  
7 It’s not important who does the planting, or who does the 
watering. What’s important is that God makes the seed grow.  
8 The one who plants and the one who waters work together with 
the same purpose. And both will be rewarded for their own hard 
work.  
9 For we are both God’s workers. And you are God’s field. You are 
God’s building. 

[Now Paul changes the analogy from agriculture to architecture.] 

10 Because of God’s grace to me, I have laid the foundation like 
an expert (skillful, judicious) builder. Now others are building on it. 
But whoever is building on this foundation must be very careful.  
11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we 
already have—Jesus Christ. 
12 Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of 
materials—gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw.  
13 But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each 
builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any 
value.  
14 If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward.  



15 But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. 
The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping 
through a wall of flames. 

  By the gracious provision of God, the foundation of the church is 
sound, solid and secure. The foundation is the Person of Jesus Christ. “No 
one can lay any foundation other than the one we already have — 
Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. 3:11) 

 We are to build on that foundation. And that warrants great care. The 
leaders in Corinth were not exhibiting such care. Their methods were 
sloppy, so the stability of the structure was suspect. They were building 
what we might call a “house of cards.” A structure built with playing cards 
will easily collapse.  

 Paul employs an architectural metaphor to illustrate his point that we 
must be careful how we build. But the church is not a building. Neither is it 
an organization. It is an organism. That is why the church is called the body 
of Christ. A body that is fed junk food will be sickly, weak and flabby. An 
improperly nourished body is susceptible to disease and deteriorating 
health. How you feed your body has something to do with your health and 
life expectancy.  

 The emphasis of Paul’s instruction is upon the method employed in 
building. How you build impacts the stability of the structure when it is 
tested by stress and storm. Paul says that our work will be judged, put to 
the test and evaluated. The fire of trials and hardship will come. Flames of 
disappointment and discouragement threaten to destroy us. The church at 
Corinth was being singed by the teachings of false prophets. As is the 
church today. We must build with great care so that the building/body will 
stand against the flaming arrows of the evil one (Eph. 6).  

 We must take great care in building, for verse 16 teaches that the 
church is the temple of God. The Spirit of God lives in (among) the church. 
“God will destroy anyone who destroys this temple,” writes Paul in 
verse 17. The consequence for building carelessly is very sobering. 

 For whom is this instruction intended? Whose responsibility is it to 
build with care? In keeping with the metaphor, there are two groups of 
Christians who must heed this teaching. They are superintendents and 



subs. You are one or the other. Unless you are totally disobedient and are 
not actively involved in building the kingdom. In that case, you need to just 
stop right here, repent and get right with God by renewing your covenant 
relationship with Him. 

SUPERINTENDENTS (elders, preachers, teachers, leaders) 
 This is to be heeded most definitely by leaders. Elders, teachers and 
preachers will be judged more strictly than others in the church (Ja. 3:1). 
The stability of church members is a concern the leaders must address as 
a personal responsibility. They must provide the resources and tools by 
which members of the body may withstand satan’s attacks and the 
firestorms of life. This is especially true for elders, who are charged by the 
Good Shepherd to oversee His flock. In the metaphor of our text, these 
would be superintendents.  

 As has been emphasized from this pulpit over the last quarter 
century, the strength and stability of the church depends greatly upon the 
spiritual maturity of biblically qualified elders. So, to the elders of this 
congregation I urge, with the apostle Paul, “Take care how you build.” 

 Don’t cut corners. Never be satisfied with the superficial and 
cosmetic, but build so as to pass the inspection by the divine Architect. 
While many employ tactics to attract and post large numbers, making the 
congregation look good to men, be diligent in the study and teaching of 
sound words so that the people in your charge are equipped to endure the 
flames of satan’s attacks.  

SUBS (individual members) 
 Every Christian is a stone in this building. Peter writes (1 Peter 2:5) 
“You are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple.” 

 Each Christian is charged with body building; with building up the 
body in love. Some in the church at Corinth were causing dissension and 
strife by creating jealousy due to loyalties to faithful preachers and to 
spiritual gifts that were intended to benefit the body, not to glorify individual 
members.  

 That is negative activity. Building with care involves positive activity. 
Some are satisfied because they are not actively tearing down the body. As 



important as that is, it doesn’t fulfill the responsibility to build up the body. 
Building with care requires more than passive avoidance of tearing down. 

 Hebrews 10:24-25  teaches that we are to encourage each other to 
love and good works. This is accomplished at the weekly gathering of the 
church, among other places. For that reason the Hebrew writer warns 
against neglect. Do not neglect / forsake / abandon this meeting of the 
church. 

 The first church grew in number and strength. Acts 2:41 says that 
those who received the word preached by Peter and the apostles on the 
Day of Pentecost were baptized, resulting in the addition of about 3,000 
souls to the fledgling church. But notice what it says in the next verse (Acts 
2:42). The church “continued steadfastly” or devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.  

 Whit Woodard, author of Ministry of Presence, writes, “The 
unfortunate experience today, when we witness a great turning to 
Christianity, is that many, if not most, will quickly drift away when the 
emotion of the moment has passed.”  

 So to the subs I say, “Build with care.” And be built up with care. No 
building can be built up when the stones keep shifting. So be cemented into 
place. In practical terms, be a part of the body. Take your place cemented 
with others in the congregation - joined together, contributing to the needs 
of the body/building. Be devoted to one another. Serve one another.  

CONCLUSION  
 “Each man’s work will become evident” when the fire comes. When 
tests and trials come, I do not want the work I have done to go up in 
smoke.  

 Now that almost 26 years of ministry here come to a conclusion, 
someone may well ask, “Well, preacher, what do we have? Do we have 
gold, silver and precious stones? Or is the house we have built made of 
combustible materials like wood, hay and straw?” The answer to that 
question will be made evident by your steadfastness.  



 What I can say for sure is that we have built well by giving you solid 
teaching, impassioned preaching, and a model of faithfulness, all founded 
upon the inspired revelation of Jesus Christ. I pray you will keep it. That is, 
that you will continue in it, not only in your individual lives, but also in the 
collective ministry of this congregation.  

 We have given diligence to provide an eternal legacy of life and hope 
through this congregation. To borrow the words of Benjamin Franklin, we 
have given you a solid foundation of sound Bible teaching and a 
congregation founded upon biblical principles and qualified leadership. It is 
up to you to keep it. Build with care on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets with Jesus Christ, Himself, as the cornerstone. 

 We have scattered seed here for over 25 years. As in Jesus’ parable 
(Matt. 13), some of the seed has fallen on hard hearts and satan has 
snatched it away. Other seeds have germinated and started to grow, but 
were choked out by worldly cares and priorities that robbed them of proper 
nutrition. Other seeds sprouted quickly and showed great promise. But they 
burned out quickly under the heat of hardship. A few of them have 
produced more fruit. 

 There was one brief occasion in the history of this congregation when 
significant numerical growth occurred. It revolved around an evangelistic 
crusade that featured a nationally-acclaimed revival team comprised of a 
polished professional evangelist and a singing midget. By the time we 
arrived to this ministry, only one of the many baptized during that crusade 
remained on our list of friends. And his participation was so infrequent that 
it could almost be said he never attended. There was no apparent long-
term fruit-bearing from that crusade. 

 The congregation’s preacher at that time can testify to the “great loss” 
of the builder about whom Paul wrote. So could the revival preacher, whose   
oratory and emotional appeal attracted so many to the baptistry. Neither is 
necessarily to blame, and neither is in danger of being lost. Both would 
testify to their great disappointment that what was built during that crusade 
“went up in smoke.”  

 It has been our conscious and, therefore, deliberate aim to build with 
care so as to avoid the repetition of such disappointing results. Our mission 



has been to teach well so that people are motivated by genuine love for 
God so that the result is surrender that is expressed by sacrificial service. 
 We have made concerted efforts to equip Christians with tools to 
effectively reproduce themselves as disciple-makers. This has included 
teaching and mentoring people in the work of evangelizing the lost. But it 
has also involved teaching and mentoring in the work of orienting new 
Christians in the faith by leading them in fundamental Bible teachings.  

 Our dedication to this approach has been motivated by our desire to 
build with gold, silver and precious stones as opposed to wood, hay and 
straw. For the reward comes from what endures, not the so-called “flash in 
the pan.”  

 Paul contemplates a time when the durability of a teacher’s converts, 
his works, will be tested. If his converts endure, he shall receive a reward. 
The joy of knowing that these have endured will be a part of that reward. In 
the words of the apostle Paul, therefore, Phil. 2:15-16  “Prove yourselves 
to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear 
as light in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of 
Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil 
in vain.”  

 The Christian’s reward is the fruit of his labor. Each of us has the 
opportunity to prove the value of our predecessors’ work by being faithful. 
Paul regarded those who came to Christ through his ministry as being his 
“hope or joy or crown of exultation.” “For you are our glory and 
joy.” (1 Thess. 2:19-20) 

 Conversely, those who do not endure are considered a great loss to 
the teacher, who is grieved when those who began the race fall by the 
wayside. 

  With the elders’ blessing and support, I have worked to provide a 
foundation of sound doctrine and biblical leadership upon which to build a 
superstructure that glorifies God for generations to come. To the extent that 
this has been accomplished, I anticipate with confidence that this 
congregation will continue to build with intentional care upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, of which Jesus Christ is the cornerstone. 



3 John 3-4 Some of the traveling teachers recently returned and made 
me very happy by telling me about your faithfulness and that you are living 
according to the truth.  

 I anticipate the happy reward when I am told “about your 
faithfulness and that you are living according to the truth.” What a 
great reward of joy it will be to hear that you are following the truth. 

 My prayer is that this ministry has been founded properly and 
securely so that all that is built upon it glorifies God today and always. Yes, 
even throughout eternity. 

 My Savior First of All  by Frances “Fanny" J. Crosby 
When my life’s work is ended and I cross the swelling tide, 
when the bright and glorious morning I shall see, 
I shall know my Redeemer when I reach the other side. 
And His smile will be the first to welcome me. 

 But then I hope to see your smiling face, evidence that you, too, kept 
the faith. 

 Oh, That Will Be Glory   by Charles H. Gabriel 
When all my labors and trials are o’er  
and I am safe on the beautiful shore,  
just to be near the dear Lord I adore  
will through the ages be glory for me. 
Friends will be there I have loved long ago. 
Joy, like a river, around me will flow. 
Yet, just a smile from my Savior, I know  
will through the ages be glory for me. 

 The day of judgment about which Paul writes in this passage is not the 
final judgment. The fire that will test the quality of our building is not that of 
hell. But that judgment is coming. And the fire of hell will destroy. Are you 
building your life in such a way that you will be able to stand on that final 
day? Are you investing your life in that which will withstand that final test? 
Or are you investing your life in material that will be destroyed by fire — up 
in smoke?  

 Many people wait until the storm hits before they give attention to the 
foundation upon which their life is built. The wise man will prepare for the 
coming storm by building on the solid rock now. 
  



 On May 12, 1962 Gen. Douglas MacArthur, a graduate and former 
Superintendent of West Point, delivered his farewell address to the cadets 
gathered on the occasion when MacArthur was presented the prestigious 
Thayer Award, named after the recognized Father of West Point, Sylvanus 
Thayer. So great were MacArthur’s accomplishments and contributions to 
the Military Academy that he is regarded as the Second Father of the 
Academy. 



 In a speech emanating from great emotion MacArthur reflects all that is 
great about the American military and inspires courage and patriotism to all 
who read or hear it today. The theme of the speech was Duty, Honor, 
Country, “three hallowed words,” according to MacArthur, that “dictate what 
you ought to be, what you can be, and what you will be.” I wonder if you 
can translate this general’s tribute to the American soldier into those of a 
venerated apostle or gospel preacher for the faithful Christian soldier. 

 “And what sort of soldiers are those you are to lead? Are they 
reliable? Are they brave? Are they capable of victory?. . . . 
 “His name and fame are the birthright of every American citizen. 
In his youth and strength, his love and loyalty, he gave all that 
mortality can give. He needs no eulogy from me, or from any other 
man. He has written his own history and written it in red on his 
enemy's breast. 
 “But when I think of his patience under adversity, of his courage 
under fire, and of his modesty in victory, I am filled with an emotion 
of admiration I cannot put into words. He belongs to history as 
furnishing one of the greatest examples of successful patriotism. He 
belongs to posterity as the instructor of future generations in the 
principles of liberty and freedom. . . 
 “I do not know the dignity of their birth, but I do know the glory 
of their death. They died unquestioning, uncomplaining, with faith in 
their hearts, and on their lips the hope that we would go on to 
victory. 
 “Always for them: Duty, Honor, Country. . . . 
 “The Long Gray Line has never failed us. Were you to do so, 
a million ghosts in olive drab, in brown khaki, in blue and gray, 
would rise from their white crosses, thundering those magic words: 
Duty, Honor, Country. . . . 
 “In the evening of my memory I come back to West Point. Always 
there echoes and re-echoes: Duty, Honor, Country. Today marks my 
final roll call with you. But I want you to know that when I cross the 
river, my last conscious thoughts will be of the Corps, and the 
Corps, and the Corps.” 

  
 Just as the great military leader is intent upon training soldiers to 
effectively engage the enemy, so is the spiritual leader in the context of our 
great spiritual conflict. As the general, who takes great pride in soldiers 
motivated by and dedicated to duty, honor and country, so is the leader in 



God’s army with regard to Christians who faithfully build with care the great 
Kingdom of God. 

 The Loma Prieta earthquake occurred before the first pitch in game 3 of 
the World Series in San Francisco, CA on October 17, 1989. The south pier 
of the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco sits directly on top of the San 
Andreas fault! Yet it was undamaged in that quake because the weight of 
the bridge rests on the two towers deeply embedded into the rock beneath 
the sea. Just a few miles away, however, the upper tier of the Cyprus Street 
Viaduct in neighboring Oakland, CA collapsed, killing 42 people. That 
roadway was built on filled land on top of bay clay. 

 Pedestrian bridge collapse on the Florida International University 
campus in Miami in March of 2018, resulting in 6 deaths and 8 crushed 
vehicles. Faulty engineering was in the process of being corrected when 
the structure collapsed. 

 We are concerned when we see a situation in which a friend is about 
to “get burned.” That may be a bad business deal or a bad relationship. 
Genuine care for a brother or sister in Christ is displayed by helping to 
prevent being burned spiritually.  
 We must be concerned not only with increasing the number of 
disciples, but also with their stability. 

 Building well and with care means building as a family. That is, be a 
part of the family. Nurture the family dynamic. Be connected with one 
another. Minister to one another.   
 Be accountable to the family. To the family leaders who are delegated 
as overseers and shepherds. It is impossible to build well with stones that 
are not cemented into the building. With members who are disjointed; not 
willing to be connected by ligaments. See Eph. 4:16. 

 Contemporary Christianity has seen a movement toward building 
churches on the foundation of programs. 
 Background: The Christians at Corinth were divided according to 
loyalty to preachers. Some in the church were adversely affected by false 
apostles, who undermined his ministry by discrediting his apostleship and 
preaching a message contrary to that Paul preached. Turning away from 



Paul by rejecting the gospel he preached is to turn away from the Christ he 
preached. 
 Paul warns against appearances of success and of God’s blessing by 
means of superficial indicators (number of followers, etc.). The basis of 
human judgment is not always the same as of divine judgment.   

Method 

Material 
“Each man’s work will become evident.” 
Durable 
 The agricultural metaphor about the sower. Some seed falls on rocky 
soil, other among thorns. Not the fault of the farmer. Not the fault of the 
builder if some of the materials turn out to be wood, hay or stubble. 

 Fiery trials will come, testing the quality of the material used in the 
building. “Some work will be found to have been worthless and vain, and 
some will prove to be of abiding value.” - Charles R. Erdman 

Butler: Paul laid the foundation, Apollos had watered, and now Paul 
teaches the church how to build. Proper care was not being taken. “They 
were producing disciples who were jealous, indifferent to immorality in the 
church, bringing litigations against one another in pagan courts, careless 
about marriage, uncaring about weaker brethren, disrespectful in the 
corporate worship of the church and toward God ordained structures of 
human authority, both prideful and envious in the matter of supernatural 
gifts, teaching confusion about the bodily resurrection, and slack in matters 
of Christian stewardship. The teaching leadership of the Corinthian church 
was constructing God’s building with weak and unendurable material. They 
were not building up Christian people who had strong, self-disciplined, 
servant-minded faith in Christ and his Word.” 

 We must produce disciples who can endure the flames of persecution 
and hardship. “Paul’s main concern in this exhortation is the ability of the 
Corinthian Christians to withstand the fiery trials which were coming upon 
the whole first-century world of Christendom.” —Butler 
 Butler: “Physical or economic hardships are not the only forms of 
testing the Christian must prepare to meet. There is also the seductiveness 
of fleshly self-indulgence and the deceptiveness of false religious teaching.”  



 We must prepare one another to endure and persevere. “Paul was 
concerned from the reports he had received of conditions in the Corinthian 
church that many of the Christians there were ‘wood, hay and stubble’ as 
far as their spiritual substance was concerned.” 
 We are concerned when we see a situation in which a friend is about 
to “get burned.” That may be a bad business deal or a bad relationship. 
Genuine care for a brother or sister in Christ is displayed by helping to 
prevent being burned spiritually.  
 We must be concerned not only with increasing the number of 
disciples, but also with their stability. Some church leaders set up their 
preacher to be burned at the stake - the stake of Church Growth. They 
ignore the teaching in the context immediately preceding, in which Paul 
plainly says that our job is to plant and water the seed, but that bringing in 
the harvest is God’s doing. Some churches expect the preacher to do 
God’s part.  

 Trials and persecution reveal two things. 1) the Christian’s mettle and 
2) the teacher’s care. Testing will come and our work will be disclosed.   

Manifestation 
 Pedestrian bridge collapse on the Florida International University 
campus in Miami in March of 2018, resulting in 6 deaths and 8 crushed 
vehicles. Faulty engineering was in the process of being corrected when 
the structure collapsed.  

“It is to be revealed with fire.” 
 The fire could be the test of persecution or hardship. (1 Peter     
1:7)  
 It could refer to the day of judgment. (1 Peter 4:12) 

 Erdman: “Each man whose work is approved shall receive a reward; 
each one whose work fails to stand the fiery test of divine judgment shall 
lose his reward. He may not lose his soul. . . . He may be saved even 
though his work perishes.” 

 Erdman: “While some teachers may enjoy great popularity and while 
their followers may make for their work extravagant claims, the real test of 
service is not the praise of men but the judgment of Christ.” 



 Paul maintained a personal interest in the converts in all the 
churches. He commended those who remained faithful and chastised those 
who forsook the faith.  
    
 Paul had laid the foundation by preaching Christ who is the only true 
foundation. When others came to Corinth they did not have to go back and 
lay the foundation all over again. 

 Paul had reason to question the building process at Corinth. So he 
provides this divinely-inspired exhortation to employ wisdom and care in 
the building process.  
 Selecting biblically qualified leaders is essential to wise and careful 
building. 

 The congregation at Corinth was fractured into factions identifying 
with their favorite preacher. Such a situation could feed the ego of 
preachers, spawning jealousy and envy, if they weren’t careful. 
Contemporary preachers, motivated by the desire for popularity and 
pressured by church leaders, who expect to see results in the form of 
increased numbers on attendance boards and church rolls, find it easy to 
compromise truth and relax standards to achieve “success.”  

 The foundation is Jesus. Not men. Not preachers. The church is to be 
built upon Jesus, not a favorite preacher. 

Yet so as through fire/barely escaping the flames 
 This is a proverbial expression. Pity the faithful servant who works hard 
to discharge his ministry only to watch his work go up in smoke. Like Lot, 
who left behind the smoldering embers of the city of Sodom, is the 
Christian whose children in the faith ultimately forsake the faith and forfeit 
their salvation.  
 I look back on the two ministries that preceded this one. Despite the 
years of diligent effort to build up the Kingdom, neither congregation 
survived long. I can’t account for every individual. But I can say with 
reasonable certainty that the life of faith for some of them went up in 
smoke. I escaped, although I have carried with me the smell of smoke. It 
has affected me mentally and emotionally.  
 I have much better expectations as I depart this ministry. But it is up to 
you. Over the last 25 years we have given diligence to provide an eternal 
legacy of life and hope through this congregation. To borrow the words of 



Benjamin Franklin, we have given you a solid foundation of sound Bible 
teaching and a congregation founded upon biblical principles and qualified 
leadership. It is up to you to keep it. Build with care on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets with Jesus Christ, Himself, as the cornerstone.  

 Emphasize that which glorifies God, not man. The Corinthians were 
enamored by the “flashy” gifts. Paul chastises them and urges them to 
desire the greater gifts - love, prophecy (speaking for God).  
 Francis Chan left his megachurch, which is an indicator of success in the 
eyes of many. He defines success, not in terms of numbers, but rather in 
terms of loving Jesus. When people love Jesus without the benefit of the 
flashy worship bands and emotion-based music and mood setting devices 
(e.g., fog machines, lighting). “We want them to be devoted worshipers.” 

 The day of judgment about which Paul writes in this passage is not the 
final judgment. The fire that will test the quality of our building is not that of 
hell. But that judgment is coming. And the fire of hell will destroy. Are you 
building your life in such a way that you will be able to stand on that final 
day? Are you investing your life in that which will withstand that final test? 
Or are you investing your life in material that will be destroyed by fire — up 
in smoke?  
 Many people wait until the storm hits before they give attention to the 
foundation upon which their life is built. The wise man will prepare for the 
coming storm by building on the solid rock now. 
  
 The Loma Prieta earthquake occurred before the first pitch in game 3 of 
the World Series in San Francisco, CA on October 17, 1989. The south pier 
of the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco sits directly on top of the San 
Andreas fault! Yet it was undamaged in that quake because the weight of 
the bridge rests on the two towers deeply embedded into the rock beneath 
the sea. Just a few miles away, however, the upper tier of the Cyprus Street 
Viaduct in neighboring Oakland, CA collapsed, killing 42 people. That 
roadway was built on filled land on top of bay clay.  

 One of my first sermons in this ministry - 26 years ago this month - 
emphasized the truth that this church doesn’t need more members but 
rather more ministers. Amassing large numbers is great, but only insofar as 
each is committed to ministry.  Now, in my last sermon I am saying the 
same thing. This church doesn’t need more occupants - people who fill 
chairs and occupy space. This church needs builders - vibrant servants 



who are deliberate and diligent about learning the building trade and the 
use of the tools.  
 Picture a construction site where skilled laborers are erecting a 
beautiful building. Gathered on the construction site are several people who 
are conversing and socializing. The project foreman approaches the group 
of people and offers each one a tool of some kind and says, “This project 
would progress much faster if you would apply yourself to learning a skill 
using these tools. In fact, you could become skilled adequately to then train 
someone else in the trade.” 
 Apply that to the church. Think how much more could be 
accomplished for the Kingdom if more people would take advantage of 
available tools and be trained in using them to advance the Kingdom. 
Whatever else people are doing during the time Bible instruction is offered 
is not as useful to building the kingdom and building up the body as 
studying the Scriptures with others in a Bible class. And then to utilize the 
knowledge gained in actively serving the body. 
 If you aren’t expert in the trade, become an apprentice and learn 
under the tutelage of a journeyman or master builder. After an 
apprenticeship, earn your journeyman license. That requires study, 
discipline, practice. This congregation provides opportunities for 
apprentices, journeymen and master builders.  

 This strength and stability of what we are building here will increase 
in proportion to the dedication to study and service. 
 Building with care is every Christian’s responsibility. We are 
responsible to select biblically qualified elders. And elders are responsible 
to oversee construction for the safety, security and stability of the church. 
This has been a continuing concern of our ministry. Concern for building 
with care needs to continue. 
 Build well by selecting  
  
But the care in building must extend to those who select those 
superintendents. Each Christian is charged with the responsibility to build 
with care by selecting biblically qualified leaders. The elders are the ones 
who determine the building methods and materials.  
 There is no question about the stability, strength and soundness of 
the foundation. But shoddy methods in constructing the superstructure will 
result in collapse and disaster when met with storms and stress.  



 We have given diligence through the years to employ sound 
technique and to present solid Biblical teaching so that every part of the 
building is strong enough to withstand Satan’s attacks.  


