
Preacher’s Pen  by Gene McCoy 
 We should not take anyone’s relationship 
with the Lord for granted. That someone has 
attended church services for years is no 
guarantee that he is secure. A woman at your 
church who has volunteered for service in 
various ways may yet be insecure in her 
relationship to God. The fact is that there are 
probably people just like this within your circle 
of friends at church.  
 How may we explain this situation? If a 
person of long-standing affiliation with your 
congregation has any doubts about his 
salvation, he will not hesitate to seek counsel 
from his trusted friends at church. Or will he? 
 There may be several reasons why such a 
person would persist in his anxiety rather than 
to do that which would relieve it. Those who 
have traveled this road would probably testify 
that it is a combination of several factors. 
 Consider this scenario. She has been 
considered a member of the congregation for 
decades. She raised her children there. And 
now her grandchildren are being raised there. 
She and her husband have been faithful in 
serving and contributing to the needs of the 
saints, as well as sinners. Just how many 
people have been introduced to Jesus through 
their influence is impossible to count. But she 
does not recall being immersed into Christ. As 
a result, she is troubled by the realization that 
she has not been forgiven of her sin and been 
promised the eternal inheritance offered by 
Christ. 
 But she continued living in anxiety for six 
months or more, never discussing her situation 
with her family or with anyone at church. But 
one Sunday the preacher said something that 
genuinely convicted her  beyond denial. Even 
then, however, she would have returned home 
in anxiety and fear had it not been for a family 
member who urged her to respond in faith 
immediately rather than to put it off. Again we 
ask for the explanation. Her explanation can 
probably be echoed by countless others in the 
same situation. So she granted us permission 
to relate her story in hopes it will encourage 
and instruct people to take appropriate action.  
 Pride is clearly a big issue. No one wants 
to admit to having neglected what the Bible 
teaches. Nor does anyone want to confess that 
their loved ones—especially those who are 
deceased—have been mistaken.  
 Fear is another obstacle to many. They 
are afraid of what people might think or how 
they may respond. All of us experience a 

degree of fear that others will be disappointed 
or disillusioned if they found out we aren’t 
what we had represented ourselves to be. 
 Embarrassment is a close cousin to the 
previous two. But added to pride and fear is 
the realization that I should have known this 
and done something about it long ago. The 
insidious nature of this, however, is that it 
becomes a greater obstacle the longer we fail 
to humbly submit to what we have learned to 
be true. 
 Rationalization is among Satan’s favorite 
tools. He encourages us to think that lengthy 
service and faithful membership more than 
compensates for complying  with God’s 
directives. 
 In recent days we have been heartened by 
the humble submission to baptism by two 
individuals who have participated in the work 
and worship of the church for years. Were 
salvation on the basis of faithful attendance 
and length of service, they would have had 
every reason to be secure in their assurance of 
salvation. As it was, however, each had 
become convicted by the Holy Spirit through 
the preaching and teaching of His Word 
regarding baptism for the remission of sin. 
One had complied with the traditions of men 
by submitting to religious rituals that were 
represented as having saving value and 
significance. The other had no recollection of 
being baptized. Both decided that the obstacles 
that had previously held them back were not as 
great as honoring the will of God. 
 These individuals are presented as 
examples for all of us. Whenever we learn 
something new from the Bible regarding our 
response of faith in God, we must disregard 
our pride and any fear or embarrassment as we 
pursue His will. 
 No one needs to live another day in 
anxiety or fear. The Lord has promised to give 
all His grace gifts to those who display faith in 
His Son by repenting of sin and being 
immersed into Christ for the forgiveness of 
sin. Today you have the opportunity to live in 
confident assurance of your salvation based 
upon the faithful promise of God.  
 We really do mean it when we say we are 
prepared at any time of the day or night to 
assist anyone who wants to receive God’s gift 
of grace through faith in Jesus Christ. It is 
never an inconvenience to help people comply 
with God’s will. 
 

Be Anxious 
No More 


