
 One hallmark of the movement to 

restore the church to its apostolic 

beginnings is the commitment to call-

ing Bible things by Bible names. We 

are deliberate about using terms that 

are employed in Scripture.  

 Yet we carelessly fall into sectar-

ian practices by using terminology 

created by men. This observation and 

concern prompted one Christian to 

inquire about the 

language of con-

temporary evan-

gelicals who are 

fond of encour-

aging people to 

have a “personal 

relationship with 

God.” Having no 

Scriptural usage by which to deter-

mine its meaning, this phrase is left to 

each person to define.  

 Many use this 

terminology in 

the context of 

contrasting rela-

tionship and re-

ligion — specifi-

cally that we 

must relate to 

God as we would 

with a friend. 

That is to say, not 

on the basis of 

perfunctory ritu-

als to which we 

feel obligated, 

but service that is 

rendered will-

ingly and com-

munication that 

is heartfelt, 

warm, and, well, 

personal.  

 The caution to which we must be 

alerted, however, is that such an ap-

proach may lend itself to an un-

healthy and disrespectful familiarity.  

 But there is 

Biblical basis for 

the concept of 

establishing and 

maintaining a per-

sonal relationship 

with God. It re-

sults from conver-

sion and adoption at our spiritual 

birth in baptism. We become mem-

bers of the body of Christ, joint heirs 

with Christ, and children of the Father 

(Gal. 4:6,7). These are all terms of 

personal relationship. As a result, we 

are privileged to call upon Him as our 

Abba Father (Rom. 8:15 -17; Gal. 

4:6,7). We are no longer slaves, Paul 

writes, but sons and heirs through 

God. Now that is a personal relation-

ship!  

 The Lord knocks on the heart’s 

door of Christians with whom He de-

sires fellowship (Rev. 3:20). Jesus 

wept over the city of Jerusalem be-

cause its inhabi-

tants rejected His 

desire to gather 

her children to-

gether, the way a 

hen gathers her 

chicks under her 

wings (Matt. 

23:38). These pic-

tures portray fa-

milial affinity. One 

with whom you 

have a personal 

relationship will 

listen with inter-

est and sympathy to your concerns 

and allow you to dump your burdens 

upon him. This aptly describes our 

great High Priest (Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet. 

5:7; Matt. 11:28).  
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While, on the one 

hand, I respect the 

longing for intimacy 

with God that these 

words reflect, they 

also concern me 

because they betray a 

creeping sort of 

secularization of our 

language about God.  

A Personal 

Relationship? 

Sidebar quotes are from 

an article in the March, 

2006 issue of 

Christianity Today. 

“Your Own Personal 

Jesus: Is the language of 

‘a personal relationship’ 

biblical?” was written 

by John Suk, a professor 

of homiletics at Asian 

Theological Seminary in 

Manila, The Philippines.  

David Wells: “They 

labor under the 

illusion that the God 

they make in the 

image of the self 

becomes more real as 

he more  nearly comes 

to resemble the self, 

to accommodate its 

needs and desires. The 

truth is quite the 

opposite. It is 

ridiculous to assert 

that God could 

become more real by 

abandoning his own 

character in an effort 

to identify more 

completely with ours. 

And yet the illusion 

has proved compelling 

to a whole 

generation.” (God in 

the Wasteland, 

Eerdmans, 1994, 100-

101) 

In both conservative 

and liberal 

denominations, the 

language of 

conversion has been 

replaced by the 

language of personal 

relationship. 

Rather than saying, “I 

have a personal 

relationship with 

Jesus,” why don’t we 

say instead, “I have 

faith in Jesus,” or “I 

believe in Jesus.” 

Where the language of 

personal relationship 

has a very 

questionable pedigree, 

amidst a therapeutic 

culture, to cut God 

down to a manageable 

size, the language of 

faith is deeply rooted 

in Scripture. 



 A personal relationship will be evident by our 

manner, speech, and conduct. The boldness of 

Peter and John gave evidence to observers that 

they had been with Jesus (Acts 4:13).  

 One who enjoys a personal relationship will 

also receive personal gifts. God has promised 

such to all who enter into His covenant — a rela-

tionship of security, blessedness, salvation, peace, 

mercy, grace, forgiveness, fellowship, and inti-

mate friendship. Take your relationship with God 

personally. And seriously.  


