
 "With thanksgiving, Lord, we stand 
before you today lifting up our leaders 
and authorities. May we, each one, do this 
expecting results. We thank you for the 
stewardship as citizens of  this country. 
As Your church, we are obligated to be 
an example to the world. It is for this 
reason, we bring our leaders before Your 
Throne. Who is like You, Oh Lord, that 
understands the hearts of  men. We 
implore You  to intervene in their hearts, 
to apply some sort of  pressure, to arouse 
their conscience and make Yourself  
known to them. May we love them 
enough to be concerned about their 
eternal condition.  
 Sometimes, Lord, we are so irritated 
with the sinful direction they take our 
nation that we forget they are sinners 
separated from You, doomed eternally 
unless they repent and turn to Your Son, 
Jesus. He sacrificed Himself  on the Cross 
for them as much as for us.  
 We seek for Your influence in our 
leaders' lives and decisions. Remind us 
that Your plan includes them — even the 
evil ones.  
 We do not thank them for the sin they 
commit. But we do thank You, Lord, 
that, in Your plan and in Your wisdom, 
You have chosen to lift them up into 
leadership. May we, Lord, not falter in 
our important stewardship of  prayer.                  
 You are a God who uses broken 
things; broken soil to produce a crop; 
broken clouds to give rain; broken grain 
to give bread; broken bread to give 

strength. You have authority over nature 
and nations. You can change times and 
seasons. You set up kings and depose 
them. You give wisdom to the wise and 
knowledge to the discerning. You use 
those who choose not to be used to bring 
about Your purposes. I must admit, Your 
way of  working is not always obvious; 
not always stunning. But Your power and 
Your influence is absolutely absolute. 
May our leaders face the truth. But if  
they are unwilling to do so, Lord, pursue 
them until their attention is caught. 
Pursue  them wi th  re lent less 
determination.    
 May our leaders see their position and 
power as a trust to be exercised with 
stewardship for the benefit of  others and 
not as an end in itself. May those who 
exercise authority acknowledge that You 
are the ultimate source of  all power and 
influence. May those who lead live with 
the truth that You give positions and 
power and You will hold each 
accountable. May all see You, Lord, as a 
God who is not cruel, not distant or 
unconcerned, but as a God who loves; 
and gave His Only Son to call us family 
in His Name. Amen. 

Gov. Mike Huckabee invited the nation to pray for our country on Sunday, 
January 20, 2013. Hubert Pickett led our congregation in this prayer. 


